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TO THE READER.

As fuperfluous as prefaces feem, yet there is one -
thing which makes it in a manner neceffary to pre--
fix a few lines to this volume, in regard there is an
occafion given by the objettions fome gentlemen
have been lately pleafed to make againft the ftyle of
‘the Englith tranflation. Thefe perfons having, by a
very coftly inquifitivenefs, found and procured the
Italian copy of the Letters, and compared them with
the Englifh, pick many faults. in the latter, which
they would fain improve to the leflening the reputa-
tion of the Turkith Spy, or at leaft to the “heighten-
ing of their own charatters as wits and critics, ma~
Tiers of languages, and the grand patentecs of hu-
man fenfe.

In the firft place, they fay the Italian tranflation
keeps clofe to the original Arabic, whereas the Eng-
1ifh abounds too much with Anglicifms, which are
not fufficient to exprels the author’s priniitive fenfe.

How impoffible a thing it is to pleafe all people
in undertakings of this nature Formerly they were .
offtnded that fo many Turkith and Arabic words
were left untranflated ; and that being anfwered in
the preface to the fourth volume, they have now

Vol. V1. 46 25 2
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formed new-arguments out of that very anfwer to
‘affault 0s on the contrary £de, and tat us with be-
ing too Vernacular. It is true, the letters they have
fent to the bookfeller on this account are not fub-
feribed at length, yet by accident one of the gentle-
men’s handwriting is known ; and though we ac-
knowledge him to be an ingenious perfon, and a
man of learning, yet I believe he would be unwill-
ing his letter fhould here be expofed in print, or the

 driginal fhowed to fome that knew him, and perhaps

may claim an équal rank among the critics.

But to come to the purpofe: T have often heard
tranflations blamed for keeping too clofe to the ori-
ginal phrafe, but never any before this for a negli-
gence that is abfolutely neceffary to retain the fenfe
of a foreign author. AR the world knows there is
a vaft difference between Arabic and the languages
of Europe ; and if the Italian tranflator was more
exaét in forming his words up to a near imitation of

. the Eaftern proprieties of fpeech, no doubt but im-

partial men will rather cenfure it as a fault, than cry
it up for an excellency, fince nothing founds well in
any language,  which is not delivered in the natural
idiom. Every thing ought to be written in-as familiar
a ftyle as we difcourfe, efpecially letters, which are
‘but a proxy method of converfing at a diftance; and
he that tranflates out of one language into anvther
‘ought to aim chiefly at this, that he be fure to retain

* " the original fenfe, and render it fmooth and eafy to
the reader. The flowers of Arabia and Italy, when

once tranfplanted to our barren Englifh foil, Tofe
their virtue and beauty till they’ are maturalifed ;

oy . . oW
Y. . ; 'R
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"what then maft we expect from their weeds ? Doubte

lefs there are fome peculiarities in all languages ; and
Yo tranflate verbatim from fo remote a tongue, would
found as harfh ag French does in an Englifbman’s
mouth, when he pronounces it as it is written.
What I have more to fay, is, thae as this volume
contains a hiftory of things tranfated within the
memory of moft mén now living, fo the two fuc-
ceeding tomes fall down lower and nearer to the

. prefent times ; giving an account of events whereof

" many have been eye-witneflcs, and wherein not a

few have had a perfonal fhare, cither by way of ac-
tion, or fuffering profit or damage ; which muft needs
afford delight to thinking men, fince there is nothing
more agreeable to mortals than to refle& on the for- -

.. mer paffages of their lives, acc.ordmg to that of the

poet :
Hzc olim meminiffe juvabit.

Befides, for the farther encouragenient of the can-
did reader, he.may aflure himfelf, that towards the
conclufion of the laft volume, he will meet with fe-
vgral fecrets between the French and Turkifh courts,
which will difcover the true fource of the prefent
war between the Emperor of Germany and the Grand
Signior, and give a glimpfe of the private machina-
tions and fpnngs which have put all Europe into the
hurly-burly it is now in.

I have but this more to fay, that we hope to be
more {peedy in publithing the remainder of thefe

~ Letters than we have hitherto been in the former

volumes. ~
Reader, adicu.
a2
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LETTERS .

WRITTEN. BY
- N

. A SPY AT PARIS.

 BOOK L

LETTER.L—Manwvr the Arabian at Paris, to.
" Dener Ocrov, bis Friend, ai Conflantinople.
h makes me {mile fometimes, when I refle& how often .
*T was put te it for an addrefs fuitable to the manners of
the Nazarenes, and the particular mode of Paris, when
I firft arrived at this city ; for, thou knoweft, we had
other employments than to learn fafhions and congees at
Palermo. The mind of a flave is dejetted, under the
circumftances of his captivity ; fo that he has not leifure
to regard any thing, but how to accomplith his daily
talk, and to pleafe his patron. All his ftudy and care
is bent upon this, and there is no room left for generous
thoughts ; neither has he means or courage to venture
on projefts, or impreve the prefent occurences, in order
to his future happinefs ; nay, he hardly dares think of
ever being happy again. 'This was my cafe, apd I bee
lieve it was not much better with thee.
Vol. VL. - A



2 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. VL.

Yet, notwithftanding all the rigorous ufage I had, the
battinadoes, kicks, bruifes, cuts, and wounds I received
from the hands of that barbarous Giafer, my matfter,
which made me fometimes incapable of doing him any
fervice by day, or of taking any reft myfelf by night, I
was refolved to find fome fpare time for books; I rofe
early, and went late to fleep, negle@ing no moment
wherein I could apply myfelf to ftudy. = The acquaint-
ance | had with that Sicilian carpenter, our friend, was

. of fingular advantage to me in this kind ; for, thou may-
eft remember he was well ftocked with many ancient and
learnedtreatifes. Hefurnifhed me with Plutarch, Polybius,
Strabo, Pliny, and other hiftories; all which, and many
more, I devoured with greedinefs, for I had a ftrong appe-
tite to knowledge. And.after my redemption, I paffed a-
way {ome time in the academies, where I learned the knotty
tricks -of logic, how to fplit moods and figures; and chain
one impertinent fyllogifm to the tail of another to eterni-
ty : I alfo ran through a courfe of philofophy, and
other fciences : Neither was I altogether ignorant of
men ; for the reading of hiftories fits a man the better *
to make pradlical experiments in the 2ffairs of the world ;
to which alfo philofophy is not a little helpfal, in di-
reCting our obfervations off the various tempers of people,
mens perfonal difpofitions and finguldrities, with the
humours and-cuftoms peculiar to this or that nation ; for
thefe things depend many times on tle difference of the
climate, the nature of the foil, the qualitjes of the air,
and the manner of their diet.

But neither hiftory, logic, or phxlofophy, were aBlc to
efface the impreffions of my early years,- or - unteach me-
the manners in- which I:had been educated.-from my in-
‘faney.- I brought Arabia ard Conftantinople along with
me even to Paris. And becaufe I ‘had not been ufed to
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Book 1. A SPY AT PARIS. 3

diffemble the 'bmfcmon and carriaéc of a muffulman
during my thraldom in Sicily, I was at a lofs in tny de-.
portment when I came firft hither.

How often have I been like to difcover myfolf by pro- .

nouncing the faered bifmillah, either when I fat down

to eat, or put a glafs of water to my lips, or when I be.. -

gan any other a&ion of importance ! fo likewife in ut-

tering the handillah, after a repaft, or when any thing

happencd which prompted me to praife God.

"When I met any of my acquaintance in the fireets, I .
was apt to forget that I had a hat on; and, inftead of .

putting off that, according to the fafhion of the Franks,
I laid ' my hand on my breaft, and fometimes bowed fo
low, that my hat fell off from my head, before I was fen-
fible of my error.

If I had occafion to addrefs myfelf to a perfon of -

quality, I was ready to take up the bottom of his cloak,

gown, ‘or robe, and to kifs it in token of reverence, as -

tite‘cuftom is in the' Eaft, when we falute the grandees ; '

ndy, {ometimes I could not forbear falling ‘on my knee, or
proftrate on the ground before Cardinal Richlieu, and
thofe of his high dignity ; all which, neverthelefs, paffed

oily for clownifhnefs, and want of courtly education,

* which teaches the nice pun&tilios of addrefs. - They took
me for a kind of Moldavian ruftic, without any farther

jedloufy ; or, perhaps, they fmiled at all this, as fome

fingular caprice or humour, like that of the philofopher
Paficles, who coming to falute a great captain, and the
ceremony of thofe times réquiring him to tduch the cap.
tatn’s knee, hé laid his hands on his genitals 3 at which
the captain being affronted, and thrufting his hand away

v

with fcornful words, ¢ What! (fays the phllofopher) ’

does not' that part belong to' you, as well as your
knces?” * It ‘often diverts 'my ‘melancholy, to confider”
A2
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how many errors of this kind I have committed, not
through ignorange, or any cynical humour, but ouly n
pure overfight and forgetfulnefs.

It was a long time ¢’er I could frame my fingers to
handle a knife and fork at meals, as is the univerfal cuf-
tom in thefe weftern parts ; whereas thou knoweft, we
make ufe of no other inftruments in eating but our
ﬁngcxs and teeth ; whence it was, that I could not fome-
times forbear thruftmg my hand into a whole dith of .
meat, which is counted a great indecency in France.
And after I was reconciled to thofe nicer inflruments 6f
voluptuoufnefs, fo as to carve my meat a-la-mode ; yef,
when once T had it on my own plate, I laid afide-thofe
tools as ufelefs, and tore it afundes with my Engers and
* teeth, feeding @ la Turcefque, as the Frcnch call it, thkt
- is, like a muffulman. ‘

Neverthelefs, nobody fufpe@ted me ; but all thefe mxf-
carriages paffed for Moldavian barbarifms, the favage
cuftoms of that my fuppofed country. I tell thee, thit
though the manner of eating among the French fecrhs
to have fomething more of neatnefs and delicacy in it,
yet it appears full of foftnefs and luxury, and I cannot
in reafon prefer it to the more natural and fimple method
of diet ufed in the Eaft. Neither would the Franks
themfelves condemn us for favages in this point, as they
commonly do, did they but confider, that this negligence
very well becomes men of the fword ; and that in their
campaigns, their own generals are ambitious to appear
carelefs in every thing relating to their body. ‘

Doubtlefs, the ancient Romans, who brought the
greateft part of the world under their power, fhunned all
fineneffes in diet and apparel, till fuch time as their man-
‘ners were debauched, and their empire in its decline.
Our annals record, that when Sultan Sclim lay down
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with his army before a certain place, and the governor
of the town fent commiffioners to treat with him about
a furrender, they found him at dinner, which confifted
only of two or three onions, a little falt and bread. " *
Hiftories alfo relate of the faithful Omar, fucceffor of
the prophet, that when he was with his army not far
from Jerufalem, the Nazarene prince who governed that
city. fent a fpy into the hoft of the muffulmans, to™ ob-
ferve their difcipline, and bring him a lively chara&er of
their general. The {py went accordmg to his mafter’s
order, and having tarricd fome time in the Arabian
camp, returned again, and thus fpoke to the governor : s
¢ Tv will be needlefs to recount every thing I obferved
among thefe foldiers, fince by what I fhall fay of their
leader, thou mayeft comprehend the manners of them
all ; for they obey him, and follow his éxample in every
thing,, with exquifitc filence and'modefty. T faw Omar
their prince, at the head of his army, fitting on a cainel,
his face tawny, and fcorched by the fun, in a veft ‘of
Perfian cotton, girded about with a belt of leather, at
_which hung a ftimetar-and dagger, with a knapfack tied
behind himn Like the meaneft foldier. I faw him take out
- «from thence hard crufts of bread, fhaking off the hufks
of millet which ftuck to thiem, and faying, ¢ In the
~name of God,’ eat heartily of the fame. Then he drank
water out of a leathern bottle hanging by his fide ; and
when he had- done, he faid, ¢ Praife be to God.” All
his army made their repaft at the fame time, and in the
fame manner, with admirable temperance, and fuch an
order and modefty, as I never faw before, nenthcr can I
exprefs.”
Whea the prince heard this, he flood flill a ¢onfidek-
able time, mufing as one aftonithed. 'Then turning to
. the feniors and chief of the people who were prei'ent, be,

A3
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faid, « It‘is neceflary that we furrender our city to
thefe people, for they have the fmiles of Heaven : Their
prophet and their law oblige them to temperance, fru-
gality, obedn.ncc, and a modeft deportmcnt Thefe vir-
tues are certain fteps to vxé‘cory and empire. Befides, I
have recexved a tradition from my anceftors, that a people
fhall come out of Arabia, with a new law and rchglon,
‘which fhall abolifh all that went before it ; they fhall
fubdue Paleftine and Egypt, and fhall ‘build mofgucs,
wherein thcu' prayers fhall found like the humming of
bees ; their empire fhall extend from eaft to weft, and tp
the extrcmltxes of the earth. 'This is what I have lcarq-
cd from my forefathers, and which I. believe is now-
coming to pafs; therefore it will be in vaip to refift
thefe men, for thc;y axe mvlnc@e by a dccree fmﬂl
.aboye,”

Thofe that were about him, did not approve t.bc coun'
Tel of this wxfe Naza,rcne. Howcver, he fent to Omar,
and obtajned favour for himfelf and his famlly
. Thou wilt fay, I am got wide of the mark of my ﬁr@
dxf;ourfe, whlch related to myfelf and not to apy of the
Pprimitive cahphs But it is unpoﬁible to reﬂ:ram oy .
thoughtg from roving. Some fay, they hang together -
like the links of a chain ; and that one idea bging faften,
ed to another in our memory, we mufter them in rank
apd file, accordmg to their proper order, when we. thmk,
or make refleCtions : God knows how it is. This I am
fure of, that when I write to my friends, I ftudy not to
qxake an claborate {peech of it, as if I were penning an

oration ; but, purfuing my firlt intention at random, I
run on, letting one thought and word beget another.

. But I'was telling the¢ how great a bungler I was at

ﬁrﬁ, in all the cergmonies and manners of the Franks,
whxch differ from. thofe of the Eaft. I wasasmuchto .
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‘Seek in my addrefs, as an afs would be to play on alute, .
according to the Roman proverb 5 yet time and pradice
rendercd all thefe things familiar and .cafy. Now, me-
thinks, I am a therough-paced Nazarene as to-my ex-
terior : I go to thé court and the temples, with as much
feeming formality as the Chriftians, whilft, \God knows,
my heart is fomewhere elfe : All sy aions are out'ef -
their natural bias, fo long a8 4 am sbfent from dle fo-
ciety of true believers.

‘#n a word, 1 am forced to imitate tbefox, whldh croas
ture, when it is environed with the huntfmen and dogs,
counterfeits a barking like the latter, and o pafics uridib-

" covered for one of their conipany.

Paris, 3d of the gth Moon, of the Yeur 1659.

v

I1.—%0 the Reis Errenoi, or Prmctpd Secretary of th
Ottoman Empire. s

I Aw at this time poficfled with more apprehenfions and
jealoufics, than an old infidel ufurer ; my lodging affecte.
mc with greater melancholy than-would a prifon ; and
my wuneafinefs is the fame when I go out of dears.
Every body that mecets me looks either as my accufer
or my judge, and fome appear as terrible as executioners,
By day, my imagination torments me like a fury, and
by night I am affrighted with melancholy vifions; X
dream of pothing but racks, wheels, faws, gibbets, and
fuch like inftruments of human cruelty ; or, that I am in
fome dark dungeon, condemned to more unfufferable tor~
tures, by order of the ftate, with Cardinal Mazarini fit-
ting by me, like a Spanifh inquifitor, and in the moft
tyrannical manner, threatening me with pains, to which.
the damned thcmfelves are wholly firangers, if I will not-

A4 :
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confefs what 1 am, and reveal the fecrets vmh whnch I
am intrufted.

The occafion of thefe terrors which harals me night
and day, is this ;' I have for four or five days together’
found myfclf dodged up and down Paris, by 2 man
whofe face I never faw before in' my life : Let me go
where I will, he is always at fome diftance from me ; if
I ftand ftill, fo does e, or if I turn back, he is qmckly

~at my heels. T have endeavoured by all the prudent me-
thods ¥ could take, to drop him in the crowd of people,
or in the churches, but all in* vain, for fill I edcounter
wikk the famc face ; he purfues me like -my ‘fhadow.
Neither coach nor boat, land ar water, houfe or”alley,
~ can refcue mé from the fellow’s eyes, who is more quick-
fighted than Argus, and nimbler than Mercury. He s
Very cunning alfo in this bufinefs, and as dexterous as a
juggler, conveying himfelf when he pleafes out of my
fight, yet prefently after he is in view again; and'if I
chance to lofe him in the dark, I am fure 1o ﬁnd' him
not far from my lodgmg next momning. - - - -

" This.it is which gives me fo much’ d'lm-bance;' ‘and’
pierces me with a thoufand " ankieties, For I krow not
wlhet to conje@ure of this feow’s defign :- Sometimes I
think he is employed by €ardinal Mizarint to’warch my
motions, obferve what® houfes and ¢dmpany I-frequent;
ad trace me-in all ‘my appointments ; ‘and F-am the
more confirmed in this fafpicion; when I refle® on my
former imprifonment in-this city, and ‘the oceafion of it.
Befides, when I went yefterday to fee Elachim the Jew,
this fpark followed me ‘near to the ‘door ;- and-though.F
tarried there two fall hoars, yét when I'came out, I had
Aot walked n hendred paces, before- I faw him again,
footing it after-me in a icareléefs ‘mariner, withidg arie
folded, and his eyes fixed on the ground, as if he knew
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nothing of the matter. Thefe are convincing circum-
Rances, that he is fet at work by the cardinal, or (ome'
body elfe, to difcover my bufinefs.

But when, on the other fide, I conﬁder, that nf the
cardinal fufpeGed me, be might go a -nearer way }q
work, and feize me in my chamber, where my letters
would betray me, this thought vanifhes, and I am ata
lofs what to think. |

‘Then comes into. my mind the encounter I had once
with my Sicilian mafter, who ftrove to fet the yabble up-
on me in the ftreets of Paris; but my better ffars de-,
hvered me out of his and their hands, whilt, for aught.
I know, he drew upon himfelf the mifchief he defigneg
for me. However, when I refle@t oa that paffage, I am
apt to think he may be now in Paris, and having by.
fome accident feen me go in or out at my lodgings, con-
trives how to revenge himfelf on me, and ufes this fel-
low’s affiftance in compaffing his ends. Perhaps, think
I, he will casfc me to be ftabbed or piftolled at fome
convenient feafon, or he will find out fome other way,.
kefs noify and more malicious, to difpatch me. It may
be he feeks to entrap me, and render me obnoxious to
the ftate, I have a thoufand imaginations about it, and "
know not what to conclude. I value not myfelf, nor am -
I careful to prolong a miferable life for my own fake : -All
that I can hope to enjoy in this world would come far
fhort of tempting me to fkreen myfclf from the firoke of
death, by any a&ion unworthy of a philofopher and a
man ; but the duty and affic@ion I owe to the Grand
Signior’s fervice, makes me willing to live, till I have ace
quitted myfelf of my proviace with perfeét fuccefs,. that.
fo’I may return to Conftantinople with honour ; and
then I care not how foon I' pqﬁ to that unknown world;

: N AS
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where all the generatxons of mortals take up their cter-
nal reft for in thig there is nothmg but labour and
grief.

In the mean time, I know not what conduét to ufe in
this emergency ; whether I had beft fpeak to tlus fellow,
gr diffemble my fufptcxon whegher it will be fafe to .
truﬁ this event to the general providence, or to facrificg
him that gives me fo much difquiet, and fo fecure my
peace. I could eafily have him difpatched withoyt any
farther qoxfe ; but then my confCience would trouble me
with after-claps, le@ml fhould have murdered a man with-
out reafon, which is exprefsly forbid by the Alcoran. .
Befides, I fhould always fland in fear of fome difcovery.
1 proteft, I am at a lofs for want of ample ipftructions
in fuch cafes as thefe ; and I am ‘weary of mentioning
what [ bave fo often intimated already to the minitters
nf the Porte, without any dire&t anfwer. However, }
will do what my reafon fuggelts, and leave the event tp
deftiny.

Happy minifter ! the affairs of t.lm world are full of
dark windings and meanders, and we have all nged. of

3 guide or a clew to condy& us through;them. May
;ba;: Ommprefent aflift us, wbenever we are catched inra
knot, or loft in a labyrinth of difficultics.

Paris, asth of the gth Moon, of the Yeat* 1659,

III.-% -ArpmL Mnuc Mou Omar, Prgfdcﬂt of
v * the Cdlegr of Sdm.w at Fex.

Tmr venerable d‘lfpatc}) x ;cg;wcd, with knﬂ%s, and,a
t‘rﬁnfport of joys I thrice touched, my eyelids with the

per of high eftcem, and as oft I laid it to my hreak;
? roke up th; feals with. modeffy -and revergnce; apd
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my greedy eyes devoured the lines of profound wifdom,,
the fentences and aphorifms worthy to be written in let-
ters of gold. 'Then it was 1 bleft the hour of my na.
tivity, and the more happy moment wherein I firlt had
the honour of thy familiarity and friendfhip : Oh, thou
fincere and cximious patron of fuch as love the fcien~
ces! Renowned for thy learning and probity of man.
ners { Prince of the alfaquis and doftors ! Crown of the
fage affembly of philofophers.! Oracle of the age ! :

Glory be to God, who has neither beginning nor end I
who alone poffeffes the infinite expanfe apd life eternal ;.
who is adored by the inhabitants of -heaven, of earth,.
and of hell ; Benediétions on Michael, Gabriel, Ifraphiel,.
Ithuriel, Jeremiel, Hafmariel, and on. all the happy mini-
fters of his divine majefty, as alfo on the angel of death..
Peace to the true believers on earth, and falvation to the
devils' and damned, after they have accomplithed theit.
penance in hell, and the term of wrath fhall be expired. .

An univerfal charity dilates my heart ; I embrace with
. Tove all ‘the creatures of God.. This is owing to-the
feafonahle arrivdl of thy letter; for at the moment when.
that came, I was plunged in: fo. deep a melancholy, that.
T conld hardly afford a kind thought for any thing on.
earth, and I perfe@ly hated myfelf.. ' I have thefe fits of
fadnefs often, it being an-effet of my conftitution.

At thofe feafons, life appears.an. infupportable burdes,.
and all the buitle-and noife of mortals a vain fatigue. My:
fenfes, which at other times adminifter delight and. plea
fare, are now the inflruments of anguith and pain ; every
thing I fec and hear difgufts me ;- I abhor my.neceflary.
food ; neither can the fweeteft odours, or fofteft ftraihs of .
mufic, bring me into a bettey tempen, till fleep eclipfes;
the light of my bufy imagination, and puts out every glase-
ing -thought. Thes my foul takes her repofe’; and,

: . A6

~



e LETTERS WRTTTEX: DY Vol. VL,

fiealing from my body, enters into the fhady vale of vi-
fions, and fports with innocent idens. 'Thus having di-
werted myfelf with jumbling. monftrous effences together,
and hurling oné¢ chimera at another, I return again to my
body, and fighing awake, grieved that I could not longer
fay in that mock world,. where I cauld have withed my
refidence forewer, rather than in this, which gives me fo
much real pain. Thus is my anguifh repewed with the
morniag ; light is more irkfome to me than darknefs.;
and the day, which brings joy to other mortals, is more
serrible ta me than night, and the fhadow of death.

I complain. to the elements, but they will not hear or
regard me ; all nature feems to laugh at my afliGion, and
the-beafts of the field trismph over me. As for men, here
arc mone but infidels, my profeffed enemies, to whom I
can.vent my forrows; snd I am athamed to make a wo-
mao my confeffor, thongh it were my own mothcr, wha
lives in -Paris, and daily fees me.

1f, in this dolorous condition, I prepare myfelf with
the accufiomed purifications of the law, and addrefles to:
the Omnipotent, I know not where to find him ; his ef-
fence is unfearchable, and flies from human thought; I
call bim aloud by his ninety-nine adorable.names, but re.
ceive na, anfwer ; 1 repeat his incomprehenfible attribytes,
.but all to no purpofe: Ia aword, I fay and do all that
the law enjoins, the prophet counfels, haly perfons re-
-comumend,. or y -own reafon fuggefls, as:a proper means.
to obtain the favour of Hesasen, and aredsefs of my cala-
«mity, hut find eo camfort.; and, -for aught I know, that

Spauised. might as foon. be .heard;: who, being ignorant
: what form of prayer to ule,schearfed the -four-and-twenty
Jetters:ofthe alphabet, defiring Ged to form fuch words
out of them as beft expiefied the petitioner’s neceffitics.

X tell thee, illuftrious prelate, after I am tired with v
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cal devotions, I have recourfe to contemplation ; I exa.
mine my paft life, and find that I myfelf am the fouree of
my own melancholy, in not ftrictly obeying the law of the
prophet, the precepts of the feniors, and the dictates of
my-confriente ;- and all this for the fake of loyalty to the
Grand Signior, and in confidence of the muft’s difpen.
fation.. Now I afk thee, Whether it -be lawful to commit
a thoufand vices, that I may only acquit myfelf fairly in
enc virtae ; or to think that in-fach eafes the mufti has
power to difannul .the exprefs pofitive injun&ions of our
holy lawgiver ? ‘Is the empire of the faithful to be ferved
-by:the infidelity and profanenefs of muffulmans:? onthe
- truth-to bt fupported by lics and: pesjiwries ?
I trembile to think what a confufion I fhall be in when
the prophet. fhall reproach me, that I have preferred the
favour of men to the fmiles of Heaven. Iknow not-what
to do.- Oh. that I were in the parching defarts of Lybia,
or any the moft unfrequented folitude of Egypt, a com-
~panion of dragons, dnd other horrid monfters. of Afric,
‘rather than ie thie ftation, which renders my life a hell upon
earth, and’ torments me with half the difquiets of the
-damned, "~ - -

But, if this appears too extnvagant and defpmtc a
thought, let- me at leaft with: miyfelf at Fez, the meaneft
of thy flaves, or of thy incomparable Mufu Abul Yahyan,
of whom thy laflester gave fo-high a charafter. I have
addrefled a difpatch to hirh, hopiag for dle honour. of his
friendfhip and correfpondence. - . . I

« -Let not the kiberty :I hmukeatotdhlmofmy
an.ﬁ difcourage: thee ffom' writing’; but' reft affured,

- that wheuever thot 'fhals vouchfafe me'a letter, though<l
were inthe agonies of deash, it would call:mve back: again.
I’aru, asthi of the&9th Mbon, ol the year x€59 Cead
R N R A x....,»,l
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V. —%othe Katmacuam.

Tl-’ls st Nazarenes are very fertile in new religions. Eu

rope is a wildernefs over-run with monitrous fe€ts and he-

vefies ; every age produces frefh pretenders to prophecy:

and divine vevelation ; error is pralific, and multiplies infi- -
nitely, whilft truth remains the fame for ever, and is com-~

prehended in a few rules.

Of late years there are a fort of peoplc fprung up in.
England, Holland, Germany, and other parts of the
North, boeafting of a new commiffion given them from
Heaven to preach the everlafting truth, reform the ervors
and vices of mankind, and l¢ad people the only infallible
way to happinefs. Their addrefs is plain and fimple, bold
and uniform, ufing no other ceremonies or compliments in
their difcourfe or carriage to perfons of the greateft qua-
lity than to the vulgar, and thofe of the moft inferior
rank.

They ftyle themfelves, The true feed, the offspring of
Jacob, Jews of the promife, Ifraelites without fraud, with
fuch like vain titles; but by others they are gencraliy
called Quakers.

They fay the ringleader of this people profefles him-
felf to_be the Meffias, being in all parts of his bady, and
featuses of his face, like Jefus the Son of Mary; or, at
Jeaft, it is obferved, that he exallly refembles that por-
sraiture of him which Publius Lentulus fent to the femate
of Rome out of Judea, when he was governor of thay
povince. Hence his followers feruple not to call him 'Je-
fus, the beauty of ten thoofadd, the only begotten Son
of God, the prophet who is to ‘feal up alt things, the
pringe of peace, king of Ifracl, judge, confolation, and
hope of the world..

When- he travels, his difciples attend him barcheaded,,

. 2



Book I - A BPY.AT RARS . ¥

. {which thou knoweft is a token of revgrepce amopg the
Franks) yet they never uncover to any other mortak. He
rides on horfeback, whillt they walk on f}qot before, he-
hmd, and on each fide of. him, fpreadiag their garmenty

in the way thropgh. which he paffes, The hqofa of his beai}
t.read only on filks, or other coftly ftuffs ; and as they
enter any town or city, they chant alpud his prailes,. pro-
claiming him the Son of Dawid, and heir of the divine
- promifes.

All his follawers pretend to be prophets, boa{hng of
ﬁrangg illuminations and raptures, foretelling things to
come, and reproaching the vices of governors, and the
greatef} princes, with a boldnefs which has but few prece-
depts. Ina word, they every where preach, that God js
laying the foundation of a new monarchy, which fhall de-
ftroy all the reft in the world, and fhall never have an end
itfelf.

This giveg a jealoufy to thc ftates where they live, and
therefore they are perfecuted in all places 5 yet they ap-
PSay very conﬁant in their fufferings, and tenacious of the
doétrines they preach. .

They feem, in my opiniop, to refemble one of our muf-
fulman fefts, who affert, that Jefus the Son of Mary fhall
return agajn upon earth ; that he fhall marry and beget
ghildren, be anoipted Kjng of the nations.who believe igt
one Ged, and ia this glorious ftate, f_hall reign forty years ;
after which be thall hdys Aogichuit, 39 then fhall fok

_ low the diffolytion of 3ll thypgs. Yet the orthodox he~
ligvers rjc@ this teact 3o falloys s neither is there any
equntenance given to it in, veslicle of the Alcoran,
qucr; it 1§ faid,  Thop.Mahpmet fhalt fee thy Lord re-
;mn iu. the chouds 3 fince. that. only, intimates the glo-
ious d;(ccux which, Mgfq, Jsfus, and Mahomet fhall
wake. from paradife, with Faosh. Elan and b, pag

i
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handred and twenty-four thouland prephets,, to affemble
the cle&t at the day of judgtnent. .
+If ghou wouldeft have my opinion of thefe new reli-
gionifts in Europe, and their leader, I take him to be an B
impoftor, and his. followers to be cither fools or madmen ;
even juft fuch another crew as thofe who followed Mo-
{olleima, -in the days of .our holy lawgiver, This was an-
Arabian impoftor, who pretended to fet up for a prophet,
and attempted to compofe a book like the Alcoran; but
hk was infutuated with.a vain arrogance, and there was,
nb-truth or elegance in his writings, no juftice on his
fide, nor ainderflanding in him or his party: To be fhort,
beth ke and they were all cut to picces in the Vale of
Akrib, by the troops of Abu-Bacroffadic, the firft ca~.

As to thefe modern feducers, they are not men of
atmis, but a herd of filly infignificant people, aiming ra- .
ther'to heap up riches in obfcurity, than to acquire a.
fame: by am heroic undertaking : They are generally
merchants or mechanics, and are obferved to be very
pln&ualm their dealings, men of féew words in a bar-
gain, modeft and compofed in their deportment, tempe-
rate in their lives, and ufing great frugality in all things:
In a word, they are fingularly induftrious, fparing no la:
bour or pains to increafe their wealth ; and fo fubtle and
inveative, that they would, if poffible, extra® gold out
of afves. I know none that excel them in thefe charaQers
but the Jews and the Banians ; the former beingthecmf-.
tieRt of all men, asd the latter fo fuperatively. culmng,
that they will over-reach the devil.

But thefe are no figns of & pure religion, for that only
preferibes the metheds of withdrawing and feparating the
foul from the contagion of earthly things, and of uniting
it to the Deity, which is its fource, - .

P



Book I. A SYY AT PARMS, 19

NMluftrious Kaimacham, I bid thee adién} praying, chas *
thou and I may at laft meet in that centre of all things, -
after our various ep1cyclta and exmﬁom in thiﬂowu
world.

Paris, 15th of the 11th Moon, of the Year 1659.

e R TR NN
v'_Tﬂ tb‘ jmo

) Qe difpatch fome moons paft to the eudlefq'md=
Romeli, guardian of the imperial canons, interpreter of-
the Iaws of equity, wherein I informed kim of the advan.
ces that were made in order to a peace between France:
and Spain. Now I can affure thee thit peace’is coacluds:
ed, and the amclaﬁgnedonbothﬁdubythetwopl&
nipotentiaries.

I necd mot repeat what I particularly refated to that
graridee; my letters are all publifhed in the divan, amd re.
giftered ; yet it will not be unwelcome perhaps to thee,:
to hear with what nicenefs of pun&ilio thefe infidel minife-
ters met to accomplifh an affiir, whereon depends the ine
tereft and honour of their refpeétive matters, the happi.
nefs of the two. kmgdoms, and the general bias d' all the
Weft.

There is a litile xﬂahd fornied by the river- Btdaﬂ'a,
called the Ifle of Pheafants, throtgh: the middle of which.
a line is drawn, which exafily feparates the terfitories of
both monarchs. This place was-agreed: on: for the-inter
view of the two miniRers.' 'Each had Me bridge tolentey
the ifland in that part whick belénjzetito his imufter ;- and:
over the line ‘of fepatation. wad ere@id -2 “large divan or
council-room, : to be entered:éntyl by avwo pridate -dears,-
one out of “Cardimal! Maaaridi?s ' dodgings, . raifed om-
the Freach fide of the vountitruom, the other wut. of-

i
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ﬁDdon Louis d’Aro's apamnent, built on the Spa.mﬂl
e

Each of Me minifters was accompamed by fcveral
princes and grandees of the court, ard above fixty other
perfons of quality, with a guard of four hundred horfe
and foot, to fecure their bridges, and the place of con-
forence. Ina word, things were managed with fo much
moderation and good fuccefs, that the Marefchal de Gra-
mont was fent ambaflador extraordinary into Spain, and
Woeived at that cowrt with infimite civilities and shenour.

The fobject of his.negotiation was to treat of 2 match
hetyraen the King his mafter and thelnfanta of Spain. His
eonglarft and addrefs were fueh as foon procured she Catho-
lin King’s confents and from that time the Marcfchal ap-
proaghad the Infants with merc than ordinary fubmiflions,
efteeming her now as the Queen of France. Soon after
shls the puptial contratt and the peace wenc mutually
figned, to the immenfe joy of the fubje@s of both fides,
who were very glhd o exchange the tods aod calamitics
of war for the {wects and profits of peace.

It will be needlefs toinfert here all the artides auwluch

_they agreed : Two will be worth the knowledge of the
fupreme divan ; asd thofe are, the releafe of Charles Duke
of Lorrain, on the Spanifh King’s fide, and, on the part
of the King of France, the reforation of the Prince of
Conde to the free poffeffion and enjoyment of all his
eftates, honours, digunities, and privileges, as the firft
prince of the royal blood,” with the government of the
provinces of Bourgoigne and Breffe. )

A little before thefe asticles were figned, the young
Prince of ‘Spain died fuddenly, not baving feen twelve
moons. I mentioned the birth of this royal infant in one
of my letrers, and the extraordinary folemnitics that were
made therenpon by the King of Spain, and his ambaffa.
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dors at fereign courts. Thefc infidels appear in 31l thinge
too paﬁonately affeted with the glories of qur mortal
ftate, which at the height are but tranfient; ﬂudpwu Qr
fomethmg lefs confiderable.

I am amazed at the bold rebellion of the baﬂ'a of A-
leppo, ,and that ke (hould endeavour to cheat the empire
with fo ftale an impofture as a. fham fon of Amurat; yet it
feems he made a confiderable progrefs ugder this pretence.
Some were glad of novelty, others were frightened out of
their allegiance ; whilt only a few ferved his intereft ig
pure dilcontent, apd hopes to amend. their fortyne. . The
country people are generally opprefled by their govesaoss
and it js.no wonder if they take up arms for one that pror
mifes to deliver them fram their calamities. This is the
ufual pretext of all innovations in the ftate, The fo}
diers are alfo defrauded of their due pay, and then they
are ready to ﬁght under the next general that brings mof}
money with him. Ncither are there wanting maleontents
among the grandees at fucb times to foment aud abet an
mfum:&non. .

All thefe events proceed from the ill condu& of the fu-
preme minifters, who alane are refponfible for the mifcar~
riages of the ftate.

Illuftrious Kaimacham, the frame of the Ottoman go-
vernment is out of order : I wilh fate does not pull it ip .
pieces, @s a ugceffary ftcp to its amendment.  Adieu,

Paris, 2d of the luft Moon, of the Year 1659.

—

V1.—7o Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the
Ottoman Empzre. ) .

I wisH thee all imaginable joy of thy new diguity, yet
queftion whether thou or thy predeceflor be the happicr
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man.; It is a.vaft honour indeed, and attended with im-
menfe profit, to ferve in this flation the moft high, moft
potent, and moft invincible monarch- on earth; but, at
the fame timg, there is infinite toil and fatigue in it, with
sbundange of perils ; from all which the fortunate Muzlu
is now. delivered, and they are become thy postion.

As for him, I cannot but efteem him happy, inthat he
‘has got permiffion to retire to his country-feat, out of the
crowd and noifeof the city, and from the ftifling bufinefles
of fiate,. which choak the more innocent and natural de-
lights of the foul. Now he is fully reftored to the elements,
and to himfelf, whereas before the perpetual hurry of the
court made him in part a firanger to both ; for there a
man infenfibly Jofes acqmintance with his own moft inti-
mate affeQions; his fpirit is alicnated amidft the multipli-
city of his concerns ; it is firetched on the rack of tes
thoufand cares and inquictudes ;. it is-divided, fhattered,
and rent in pieces. ,

Befides, were he as free from thefe diftraéling
thoughts as a Santone, yet the very neceflity of living al-
ways in a city, was enough to render him miferable ; for
1 cfteem fuch a confinement no better than a prifon at
large, and not far from being buried alive.

+ It is true, Conftantinople has the advantage of all the
cities in the world, for the delightfulnefs of its fituation,
the houfes being fo pleafantly intermixed with fair ggre
dens, and the firects refrethed with cool breezes from the
fea. It looks at a diftance like a town in 2 wood, or
one may term it a foreft compofed of minarets and cy-
prefles. The terraces afford agrecable pyofpeéts of the
neighbouring fields and mountains ; and it is pleafant to
fand on the water-fide, and, vicw the innumerable variety
of boats and veffels fajliag from one port to another, with
all the.other divestifements on the fea, and the beautiful
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uiixture of palaces'and groves, chiofes and‘gardens, feragt
lios and villages, which grace the oppofite fhore. ‘O
queen of cities, ‘miftrefs of kingdome, glary of nations,
commandrefs and fanuary of the wholeiearth! Thrice.
happy fhould I count myfelf; if I might have the favour
to refide within thy venerable w.lls, and exchange the.
polluted- fociety of infidels for that.of true believers,

How eften-do I languith to fee the glittering crefcents,
the triumnphant enfigns of the Ottomans ‘on: the tops of
the minarets'in the imperial city t How "often do I wifh
myfelf ‘profirate on the carpets of the facred mofqués, in
the devont affemblies of the faithful, adoring the Eterndl
in the perfeGtion of Yan&ity ! Whereas now I am forced .
to go into the temples of idolaters, to kneel and bow
down before ftocks and ftatues, to join feemingly with
unbelievers, and pray to that which has no life, nor fenfc,
nor power. ' '

How do I envy the bleffed ftate of the meaneft artifan
in Conftantinople, who daily feeds on the wholéfomé pi-
hw of the Eaft, and drinks the deleGable fherbets, or
waters tinGured with the rich fruits of Greece ? Whereas®
I am compelled to eat wieats forbidden by our holy pro-
phet, and to render my foul execrable, by an impure and
prefane ‘diet, or 1 muft farve; for thefe uncircumcifed
are more abominable than ravens and vultures, to whom
the moft filthy carrion is a dainty : And, to cloak their
ancleannefs, they corript their own gofpel, and forge a
toleration from the Meflias himfelf, as if that holy pro. -
phet, who in every the leaft tittle obeyed the law of Mo- .
fes, and fet himfclf as an example for his followers to
imitate, could be guilty of contradi@ing thofe divine
precepts, aud - running counter to his own prafice, in
recommending uncleannéfs and libertinifm. No ; the ad- -
mirable Son ef Mary was thc moft temperate and abfte.

,
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mious man in the world, and both in  his words and ac-
tlons preached up thofe virtues to others, having often ex-
* prefsly declared to his difciples, ¢ That he came not to
abolith'the law, but to refine and perfet it.”

He was circumcifed on the eighth day after his nati-
vity, according to the injunétion of Mofes, and the con:
ftant praice of the fons of Ifracl.. Ina word, threugh
the whole courfe of his life, he never deviated from the
traditions of his fathers, the feniors of the houfe of Ja-
cob. . '

It is true, he frequently argued againft the many trivial
fuperftitions of the Pharifees, who evacuated the more
.effential points of the law, by fuperinducing a number of
infignificant ceremonies ; but he never opened his mouth
againft any pofitive precept, fuch ‘as were thofe which
limited the choice they were to make of meats, diftin-
guithing the impure from the clean. Yet the Chriftians
delude themfelves with a falfe belief that he gave thema
difpenfation to eat any thing, without caution or referve.

Hence it is that they defile themfelves with fwine’s
fiefh, and creeping things, and blood is in all their difhes.
They fcruple not to eat of that which died of itfelf, and
banquet as freely with what was knocked down or ftran-
gled, as we would do with the fleth of a beaft that was
killed in pronouncing the name of God. The fhambles
here afford no other provifion but fuch as this;-and he
that will not eat that which is an abomination to a muf-
fulman, muft be contented with herbs. " This I reckon as
one of the greatef of my misfortunes, and it makes me
barn with defire to return to Conftantinople.

Yet, after all, I thould think myfelf far more happy, if

I might have the liberty to fpend the reft of my days in
my native ‘country 3 fo great an admirer I am of ‘a rural
life ‘and folitude : And it*is for this reafon ‘I count thy
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predeceffor a happy man, in having the priviege of a fweet
retirement, where he may take breath from the vain im«
portunity and buftle of mortals.

In the mean time; there is a fpecies of felicity in thy
employment; and thou can’ft not be called miferable, - fo
long as -thou acquitteft thyfelf fairly, and enjoyeft the
favour of thy fovereign.

I pérceive by thy letters -that thou art curious to

know the chara&ers of foreign ftates, with the various
interefts of Nazarene princes, the intrigues of thefe wef-
tern courts, their overtures of peace.and war, and the dif-
ferent laws, maxims, and ‘cuftoms by which the people are
governed. Thy converfation with ambaffadors at the
Porte will furnith thee with abundance of ‘ufeful remiarks-
ia this kind 3 "but, fince thou requireft me to fend my ob-
- fervations, X will hereafter obey thy commands in fuce
ceffive letters, for this is too large a theme for one dif-
patch.
- At prefent,. theu mayeft receive and regifter for
true news, . that the peace between France and Spain has
been figned by both kings, and folémnly publithed
throughout their territories, with inexprefiible joy and
magnificence. It is certain alfo, that the King of Swe-
den is dead, and the Duke of Orleans, uncle to the French
king, whicl' has in fome meafure qualified the mirth of
the French on this occafion. Affuredly human affairs are
equally chequered with good and evil: Blifs comes not
tous in pure unmixed fireams ; death keeps an even pace,
and knocks as boldly at the gates of kings as at the cot-
tages.of the meaneft flaves.

It is the part of a wife man to be always refigned to-
Heaven, and prepared for the worft events; as for the"
beft, they never come amifs, .

Paris,” 1th of the 3d Moexr, of tht Year z66e. - .
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VII.—7o Donst Ocrov.

SHAu. I converfe with thee, as Horace ufed to do with-
his friends over a glals of generous wine? Let us lay
afide matks for a while, and difcourfe with open fouls. I
believe thou haft as equal a veneration fer eur holy pro-
phet as I, and haft been educated in all the tenderneffes-
of piety, the niceties of divine love, as.our mollahs are
pleafed to call it. We have been both of us careful to’
rife before the fun, and fay our orifons every morning in-
a demi-trance, that is, half afleep and half awake. This,
ro doubt, is a neceffary point of piety ; and we have been .
no lefs folicitons in obferving the other four hours of pray-
er; either of us would have counted it an irreligious
negligence, if we had feen a piece of paper on the ground,

and had not ftooped to take it up, with reverence wiping
off the dirt, and kiffing the tabula rafa on which men ufe -
to write the name of God ; as if it were not an equal argu-
ment of refped, to fecure from profanation fticks, flones,
rags, or any thing whereon it were poffible to engrave or
print the all-myfterious chara&ers ; nay, or the very fands
themfelves, which, as fome fay, were the firft books on
carth. However, if they were not the firft, we are fure
that, in very early ages, men ufed to ftamp their memoirs,
or draw them out in perceptible figures on the furface of
the earth; witnefs the old fhipwrecked philofopher,
who being caft afhore in an unknown land, foon traced out
the manners of the people, by certain mathematical im-
preffions which he found in the fands ; for he concluded
thefe to be the very footfteps of humanity and vistue.
But to returnto the bufinefs of religion : We have been
obedient to theinftru&ions of our fathers and tutors, zeal-
ous in obferving every punilio of traditional picty ;
we have fafted, prayed, wathcd, and given alms at the
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appointed feafons, and in the manner prefcribed by the law.
All thefe, 1 own, are commendable exercifes, but methinks
tBey are not the folid and fubftantial parts of true reli-
gion. I hate hypocrify, and the devout wantonnefs of
thofe who think to mock God with ceremonies and
empty forms. It were much better to mix with the ido-
latrous rites of Bacchus, (if they deferve that epithet)
and rant in honour of eternal wine, talk reputed blafphe-
my, and reform the model of the univerfe ; I fay, I would
choofe to do all this, and more, rather than cheat myfelf
with empty hopes of gammg paradife, for a&ting to the
life the fhams of pious mimiery.

I would not have thee think that what I have now faid
proceeds from any contempt of the Eternal Majefty.

Bythofe fair heavens above, and all the immortal fpangles
of the fky, I fwear there is not a faculty in Mahmut’s _
foul which is not filled with gratitude and veneration,
which does not burn with flames of facred love to the ado-
rable Fountain of all things. - In aword, I only ftrive to
refcue my friend from the attemps of pious frauds, the re-
ligious burlefques of our mollahs and muftis.

Believe, my dear Dgnet, that there is a God, a firk
caufe, a juft judge, prefiding over the world ; believe alfo
his prophet, the holy, the beloved Mahomet, the minion,
a3 I may fay, of the Ommipotent ; but have fome faith
alflo for the reft of his meflengers and favourites : Let not
Hali be thought of without fome inward flurries of devds
tion ; he was a muffulman, and the fourth caliph, though
‘his followers be damned heretics in our divinity. Had
right taken place, perhaps he had been the firft of the
vicars, but his caufe was fuperfeded by his abfence: Let
him and that reft till the final inquifition ; and acknow-
ledge that I have faid too little for a fc}ua!, ‘and not too
much for a funni,

Vol. V1, 3
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I know no reafon alfo why we fhould not reverence the
memoirs of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, Mcliflus, Faunus,
and the reft of the ancieat fages and lawgivers, who in-
ftructed the pations of the earth in the myferies of reli-
© gion, taught them to adore one fupreme God, to believe
.the immortality of the foul, and to praétife good works.

What though the ceremoniss of their worflip  were dif-
ferent” from ours, and perhaps.polluted with an unjufti-
fiable adoration of .images ? What though their altars
reeked with the blood of- flain beafts, and {ometimes
fmoked even with human facrifices? Thefe barbarous
rites were not inftituted by the firft oracles of religion,
illuminated fouls, nuncios from God. te this lower world ;
but they were afterwards fuperinduced, throngh the cor-
ruption of times, the avarice of prielts, and the fuperfti-
tion of the people ; and, for aught we know, our own
hiltorians have not been impartial in relating the truth.

There is an innate envy between people of different fa-
milies and nations. Bqth we and our fathers, that defcend
from Abraham by Ifmael, and the Jews, who are his pof-
terity by Ifaac, have been too favourable to the offspring:
of that beloved of God. We generally entertain and che-
rith a {pecific pride on the fcore of our Hluftrious pedi-
gree; efpecially the Jews, who will not allow any people
on earth to be ‘their equals, either,in point of antiquity,
the nobility of their race, or the innumerable multitude of
their brethren ; whereas they confider not that they are
difperfed up and down over the whole earth, like fheep
without a fhepherd, not permitted to poffefs a cubit of
land which they can call their own ; contemned, hated,
and made a proverbial fcoff among all nations ; infamous .
vagabonds, ufurers, flaves, and pimps tq other mens plea-
fures ; men of no fame or chara&er; finally, in their pre-
fent circumftances, the moft {purious and ignoble of all
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the fons of Adam, except the Kaffars of Ethiopia, who
feed on the guts and dung of beafls. '

It 1s trie, indeed, their anceftors made a confiderable
figure in the world, in the days of Sclomon, and other
viorious kings, during their poffeffion of Paleftine ; and
yet in thofe very times they were often humbled and led
away into captivity, by the more fortunate kings of Ba-
bylon, Perfia, and Aflyria, and afterwards fubdued by the
Grecians ; till at laft they were totally ruined, their cities
laid wafte, their temple burnt to afhes, and their country
quite difpeopled by the Romans.

If we afcend yet higher, to their celebrated migration
out of Egypt, of which their own hiftorians make fuch a-
noife, and tell fo many fabulous woaders, we fhall find a
very mean and contemptible charalter given of them by
Egyptian writers, and thofe other nations, men of as
great authority as Jofephus, or any other Jewith hiftorian.
Manethos, a prieft of Egypt, calls them a crew of leprous
and nafty people, and fays they were expelled the coun-
try by Amenophis, then reigning, and driven into Syria,
their captain being Mofes, an Egyptian prieft. A like
relation we have from Chzremon, an author of good cre-
dit among the Greeks, who tells us, that in the reign of
Amenophis, two hundred and fifty thoufand lepers were
forcibly banifhed out of Egypt, under the condué of Ti-
fithen and Petefeth (i. e. Mofes and Aaron.) And
though other writers differ in the name of the king then '
reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in afferting the Ifraclites
to be a nafty fort of people, over-run with fcabs and in-
fetiousbiles, and that they were efteemcd the fcum and
filth of the nation. Tacitus, a Roman writer of unque{hon-
able authority, adds, that Mofes, one of the exiled lepcrs,
being a man of wit and reputatton among them, when he .
faw the griefand confufion of his brethren, bid ‘them be

B 2
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of good cheer, and neither truft the gods, or men of E-
gypt, but only confide in him, and obey his counfel ;
for that he was fent from Heaven to be their conduor
out of this calamity, and to prote¢t them from all their
enemies ; ; upon which the people, not knowmg what
courfe to take, furrendered themfelves wholly to his
difpofal ; from which time he became their captain and
lawgiver, leading them through the defarts of Arabia,
" where they committed great rapine and fpoil, putting
man, woman, and child to the fword, burning their cities,
and laying all things defolate. Dear Dgnet, what could
be faid worfe of a company of robbers and banditti ?

* Mofes is gone to paradife, and when I mention his
name, it is with a {frofound reverence, for he was the
greateft of the ancient prophets. Yet give me leave to
have fome regard for my own reafon : He was but a mor-
tal as ‘well as I, and without doubt was not exempt.ffom
human frailties ; he had the advantage to be ‘educated in
the college of the royal priefts at Memphis; which none
of his nation could boaft of befides himfelf. Sqﬁ'er me to
tell thee my thoughts frankly, and without difguife : Ma-
gic and aftrology were the only fciences then in vogue ;
and he being perfe@ly verfed in all the myfteries and fe-
crets of Egyptian wifdom, it was no hard tatk for him to
poffefs the rude and ignorant fons of Jacob with a pro-
found attach and veneration for his perfon, and in that
diftrefled condition, to mould their flexible fpmts to what
“difciplme he pleafed.. -..

Sufpé& me not for an mﬁdel or an atheift, becaufe I
difcourfe with this freedom. I have heard fome of our -
‘mollahs fay a great deal more in their private converfa-
tion 3 ard it is a faperftitious timoroufnefs not to be bold
in the exercife of our reafon. which taught even the pro:
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phet Mofes himfelf the method of conqueft, and getting a
fame which fhould know no end.

- 1 am not ambitious, nor weuld I tempt thee to afpire
at an undue grandeur; but let us not belefs than ourfelves,
that is, men. There is no reafon we fhquld be impofed
upon by fabulous reporte of interefted and defigning wri-
ters, or that we fhould give faith to every credulous fool.
Doubtlefs there were many nations eftablifhed on earth
before the Ifraclites, and great prophets, who were not
of the lineage of Abraham, The date of the olympiads
is much more certain to a day, nay, to an hour, thaa the
begira of the Ifraclites, fince the former is demonftrated
by the eclipfes of the fun and moon, intcrwoven by the
Gentile hiftorians in the body of their hiftory ; whereas
the latter is defe@ive in this material point, and is expofed
te a thoufand difputes among writers.

. My friend, let not thou and I trouble ourfelves with
weedlefs cantroverfics, or be zealous for things of no mo.
ment ; but, adoring one God, and believing what is ra-
tional, we may poffefs our fouls in tranquillity and peace.

Paris, 31th of the sth Moon, ef the Year 1660.

St ryees——— —
" VIIL.—T5 the Kaimacuam,

A- length, after & long alienation, the Prince of Conde
Is reftored o the king’s favour, for which he is obliged to
the King of Spain. I have already intimated in one of
my letters, that this was agreed on in the treaty of peace
between thefe two crowns, asan article equivalent to that
of the Duke of Lorrain’s relenfe, folicited by the King
of France. . Now it is put in execution, and the rebel
prince is received with abundance of carefles by the
king, queen-mother, Cardinal Mazarini, and the whole:
court,
33
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He 4s counted the vakanteft man of this age, and was
{o pronounced long ago by the Marefchal T'urenne, who
is a foldier of no mean charaéter, both for - his judgment
and courage. He was once extremely beloved by all the
¥rench ; but his wildaefs and inconftancy, with the de-
itruéiive cffe@s of the civil wars which he raifed, changed
their affetions for a while into indifference, coldnefs, and
ill-will ; but now all is well again.

He and his brother the Prince of Conti feldom agreed,
being often the heads of contrary parties during the mi-
nority of this king ; and the younger being crump-fhoul-

- dered, Conde ufed to be a little farcaftic upon him,

threatening to fhave his uncourtly back into the fathion
with his fword.
. It iscertain the Prince of Conde was very wild and
profufe when young, but now he begins to take foberer
meafures. During his father’s life he was called the
Duke of Enguien. And, to refleét on the parfimony of
the old prince, he ufed to take feveral handfuls of gold
with one hand, and fill a purfe, faying, ¢ This is my
father’s pratice.””. Then he would turn the purfe upfide
down with the other hand, and fcattering the gold among
his favourites, would add, ¢ This is my humour.”

Once as he was paffing "on foot through a townia
Trance, under his father’s governnrent, the chief magi-
firate of the place, who was an old man, met him, and
began to make an oration with the beft rhetoric he could;

* but the prince being in a frolicfome humour, took ad-
vantage of a very low conge the old gentleman made him,
and leaped over his head, and ftood ftill behind him. The
magiﬁréte not taking any notice of this wild prank, turn-
¢d very gravely about, and addrefled himfelf with a new
cbeifance, bLut not {o low as the former. However, the |
nimble prince catched him upon the half bent,and {ctting
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his hand upon the old monfieur’s fhonlders, whipped over
again the fecond time, which quite fpoiled his intended
fpeech, to the great diverfion of all the fpe&ators.
* In his vouth he.was much addi@ted to women, and
" took. a particular delight in debauching nuns, which ocea-
fioried the queen-mother to refle on him fomething fati-
rically once, when he in‘ormed her that the Swifs foldiers
were guilty of great diforders, fome of them getting into
‘the nuwneties, and viokating' the chaftity of thofe confe
crated females 3 for the queen replied, ¢ If you had told
me ‘they breke into the wine-cellars, I would believe you,
for the Bwifs are all known drunkards ; but as for amours
. with nans, none s fo likely to make them as the Duké of
Enguien.”
However, al} that I have faid hindeérs not but that he
is now a prudent man, a good general, and fortunate in
: pecbvering his fovereign's favour.
-In a-word, this court is-fo overjoyed: at the marriage of‘
- the King with the ‘Infanta of Spain, that they have no
voom left for peevith refentments.  All crimes are forgi-
ven, and the devil himfelf would be welcome at the wed-
diag, provided he would be debonair and goed com-
paoy. °

- 'The nuptials are only celcbrated by proxy.as yet; but
here are.vaft preparations makmg for completing ‘the ce-
remony.

. What the iffue of this marriage and peace will be, it is
not eafy to divine ; but I doubt the Chriftians are hatche
ing evil againft the Ottoman Porte, in regard all the prin-
ces in Europe.are coming to an agreement.

Illuftrious Kaimacham, let not this intimation pafs a.
way as a dream ; for I tell thee again, thefe infidels are
plotting of mifchief.

Paris, 1ft of the 4th Moon, of the Year £66¢,

» 4
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; IX —7'0 the ﬁme

I BELARVE tbvu wnlt now reeeive ﬁ'om me the carlieft
riews of w: tmighty change, a furprifing revolation in #he
Englkith yoverpment; - Know then, that he whom I have
fo:often mwationed under the title of King of the Scoss
iwamy former lettess,. the eldef fon and sightful ‘heir of
the Britith kingdoms, Charles IL. is reftored to the throme
of s fatlvors, withont violence or bloodfhed, by the una-
Himous cowieat and carnsit defire of his fubjects.

* ‘This young prince lias been an exile for twelve years in
foreipn courts, and.has heard .of as many feveral altera-

* tions in the fate of his domimions during his abfeace, every
‘change producing -2 new form of government. The res

bels had run over all Ariftotle’s palitics, and the various
models of Plato, and other philofophers who treated of
commonwealths, to fiad out fuch patterns as bel {wited
with the neccllities and genius of that nation..: There i6
not a fpeciea of ariftocracy, democracy, and oligarchyy
which they did not put in prattice, to fupport the frame
of that gavernment, whofe bafis they had semoved, for it
wes fouisded on.a manarchy of a long and hereditary dow
fcent ; and therefore all their moft artificial contrivances
were insffeftosd, and they might as well have endeavoured
to - make buttneflea for a caftle in the air.  In a ward, the
Englifh found themfclves fo disjointed and weakeaed by.
civil-wars, taxes, and the other ufual effets of ufurpation
and gyranny,that they had ao othex way left to fave their
nation from utter ruin, but by bringing their lawful king
back again,: who .is the angular fent whercon all their
welfare and intereft is built.

" Theré is one thing remarkable in this tirn of Engh{h
affairs, that their fovereign landed-sod made his trium-
" phant entry into that ifland on. the-anniverfary day of his

Y
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birth ; which puts me in mind of what is gcncnlly dif-
courfed here at Paris, that on the day of his nativity
there was feen a bright flar in the heavens when the fun
wes juft above thy meridian.  From hence: the aftrolo-
gevs of thofe times predicted great things conceming
him ; and thofe of the prefent age, who have feen his.
fortunate return to. his kingdoms, prefage yet. greater.
cvents to come. _

God only knows what embryos are in the womb of fu.
twrity, and we muffulmans have no reafon to rejoice at.
the grandeur of any of thefe infidel princes. Yet fuch 2
fign as that of a ftar appearing at noon-day, juft over the-
place where a mighty queen. was in labour with a prince;.
has fomething in it extraordinary, and full of promifing:
circumftances. It'was an appearanee of this nature which
rendered the birth of the Meffias fo illuftrious, though 0-.
therwife obfcure enough, when the ‘eaftern magi, direGed
by fuch a flar, came and found Mary the mother of Jefuy.
in a ftable, and the infant prophet lying in a manger, in-
fiead of a cradle.  So we are told that eclipfes of the fun
portend the misfortune or death of great perfonages, and.
that all other prodigies, whether in heaven or carth, have
their proper fignification.

But whether thefe obfervations- be true or no, it is cer-
tain this late banithed prince is retumed with abundance:
of fplendour and advantage to his native royal pofieflions ;
and I thought it would be a grand neglet in me to let.
one poftiday pafs before I gave thee an account of a re’
volution fo aftonithing: to all Europe, and which is like to.
give a new turn to the affairs of maft Chriftian princes and
ftates.. *

Befides, I know there is an ambaffador from Eagland
refiding at the auguft Porte, which determincs the
quarrels of all the nitions on carth. Thcreaualfm

bt Y
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abundance. of ‘Enghith merchants in the imperial city ;.

they may-have feuds among one another ; the intereft of
fome of them is joined with that of the Englifh rebels ;
others are for their king ; therefore, knowing of his refto-
ration, thou wilt be better able to adjuft all matters of this
wature according Yo reéafon, equity, and the. honour of the
mvajeftic Porte ;3 for this king makes already a greater- fi-
gure than any of his progenitors, and therefore his friend-
fhip is not to be contemned.
- The care of thefe things reft on thee, who art the vi-
car’s vicar-of the vicegerent of Ged: '
Paris, 3d of the 7th"Meon, of the Year 1660.

‘

——
X.;To MEHEMET, an exiled Eunuch, at Cairo in Egypt.

O that I were in one of the pyrarvids mear the city
where thou refideft, fhut up in tremendous darknefs, in
the moft obfcure and horrible vault of the royal pile !
that I might converfe with the ghofts’ of Egyptian
kings, hug demons in my arms, and run the gerit with
liobgoblins, and all the fpirits of ‘the night, round the
tomb of Cheops, or up and down the difmal galleries,
or in‘the neft of bats, fcreech-owls, harpies, and the reft
of ‘the winged monfters, the excrementitious fpawn of

human fouls, or at-leaft-the fupcrfwtatlon of pickled .

carcafes, rcpoﬁted there - for- eternal mummies, fome of

them before Noah’s: flood, and the reft after, if the fory

be true. God knows: whether it be or no-; that is no.
thing to me ; but I have a ftrong inclination to try what
T can find in thofe antique momiments, after all the fearch
of fo many travellets. T have a fpecific fort of melancholy
upon me, which canmot’ be vented-any other way than by
keeping company with the dcad, or having ten hundred
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thoufand ugly rampant fpirite dancing their inferaal mea-
fures about me, and grinning like baboons of hell. O
God! how it would fet me a-laughing ! An ‘entertain.
ment of this nature would cale my fpleen, and reftore me
to a good humowr. :
* Aure there no beings extant but thofe wlnch are evesy
day expofed to our fenfes? or is nature poorer than the
imagination of a mortal, which cau form the idcas of an
infinity of creatures that he never.faw? I am cloyed
with the crambo of obje@s and joys which thefe narrow
elements afford, and therefore would fain grope out fome
new arid untried world to find refrefhment in.

But oh, my Mechemet, when I look toward the hea-’
vens, and behold the moon and ftars ; when my eye ie loft
in the boundlefs firmament, and my foul can find no li-
mits to the univerfe ; then I fink into myfelf, full of hu-
mility and confufion, becaufe I have injurioufly reproached
the Omnipetent, and caft obloquies on his works ; for all
things appear admirably beautiful and perfect, and the
leaft atom is large enough to afford apartments for a thou-
fand fouls. Every thing in nature is pregnaot and full of
pleafing wond¥rs ; yet I cannot be free from thefe hypo-
chondriac fits at certaip feafons. I am fometimes the

- faddeft and moft melancholy man in the world; I take
4ll things by the wrong handle, look on them through
falfe optics, and yet perfuade myfelf I am in the right,
and fee them in their true complexion. Such is the fatal
fophiftry of - this black and fullen. paffion, it takes away
the guft and relith of the {wectelt enjoyments ; and if
the ¢ontagion could poffibly find admittance among the
blefled above, furely it would render their paradife a hell,

and would afford fome ground for the fiction of the an- ~ -

cient poets, who hrought up the ufe of nepenthe amang
B..6. '

.
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the gods, to eppeafe-their ¢holdr, and pt them in a good
~ humour.

Ikaownmwhatthatdnnkwas; but I tell. thce, my
pepenthe is-a glafe of good Languedoc wine, which is as
rich, and far more delicious than the wines of Tenedos
and. Mitylene, I ence could boafl aof another mcthod tg
fubdue my melancholy, by giving battle to my thoughts
inopen ficld; but now I am fain to have recourfe to firata.
gema and ambufcades, trepanning the ugly hideousmonfters
out of their firong intrenchments and fafinefles in the
fpleen, hy generous frolics with wine, wemen, and spufic.
1 bury all care in. profound fleep, the: cffe@ of brifk and
free drinkings:and thea I awake as merry as a lark, as
young a if 1 had been in. Medea’s cauldroa. - .

‘What ﬁgmﬁcs it to pretend fandlity in onr words aul
exterior carriage, whillt at the fame time we are ready to
- butft with malice, pride, ambition, avarice, and a thoufand
more vices! Whereas wine, feafonably drank, eures all
thefe diftempers of the foul, makes a mifer liberal, a cruel.
man tender, a fpiteful fellow kind ; melts ftiff and haughty
fpirits into a wonderful foftnefs aud complaifance ; in fine,
it makes a lamb of a lion, and chenges « vulture-to a
dous, .purifying. and transforming fmls into a tenpel
wholly divige,

- Why then fhould we. be tied to laws of morality, neven
praftifed by thofc who made them ? All the philofophers:
wgre. hoon cempanions, aad eur holy prephet himfclf.
painaiely doank. the.juice. of the 3. oyr.cmpexers and;
gmiedees do the fame.  The only veafon why they forbid
it to their fubje@s js, left! they .fhould grow too wile,.

- apal &rivesve ke off. the yoka ;. for wine clevates the
fpirits, embaldens the heart, 3ad tvamaforms a flave to a
Towd i0 his.eern . conceit... . Eer want.of. this liquor, ol
nations where the vioe grows not have found out oac he-:
4
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verage or another, as efficacious- to. relieve melancholy,
and drive away forrow from the heart. The Chincfe
roake wine of rioe : In my country they have another in-
toxicating drink  compounded with certain roots: The
fame is ufed in fome parts of Perfia : In thefe weftern
provinces; they brew divers forts. of ftrong liquors of
wheat, barley, honcy, molaffes, and other mgredtcnto;
and they make wine of apples, pears, cherrics, currants,
and moft fruits that grow. I tell thee, my friend, there
is no living, onlefs we fometimes give nature a new fere
mcnt, to roufe her from her lees.

- Yet let us pratife a due mediocrity, remembering that
God gave w thefe things for eur health and refrefhment,
and not for our bane. In a word, Mechemet, let us be
merry and wile.

- Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1660. .

W

XY.—7s Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the

Ottoman empire,

I. mavE taken fome paing, turned gver a grreat many me.
mops of eld courtiers, and converfed with not a few new
living, who can remember the days of Henry 1V. that {o
I may cemply with thy order, and oblige thee with fome
remarks on the life of that prince, who, though he had
bus a little body, yet, like another Alesander, had fo
vaft a foul, and performed fuch illuftrious altions, as de-:
fervedly faftened on him the title of Great, and made hm
be cftcemed. the atbiter of all Eyrope. -

- It is obferved of bkim, thatihe was always unfonunate
im his wives ; yet they relate a pretty paffage of his firft’
wife, Margaret of Valon, whch ﬁcllno'w\mdxﬁ M‘
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" He was then a proteftant, and only King of Navarre,
when the famous maflfacre of Paris was committed, with
defign to murder him among the reft of his religion ; but
being aware of this, when he heard the affaffins making
toward his chamber, where he fat with the queen, he hid
himflf under her garments, as the fat in a chair. The
villains rufhing in, afked for the king : She, with a great
affurance of fpirit, told them, ¢ He went out from her
in a paffion,” They, feeming fatisfied, went away without
doing any farther hurt ; which occafioned a common jeft,
;f{T’hat Queen Margaret’s {moke faved King Henry's
ife.” .

- This woman was called the Minerva and Venus of
France, on the fcore of her learning and amours, never
denying any thing to her lovers, and being feldom with-
out men of {cience in her company. In a word,. King
Henry looked on himfelf as a noted cuckold, and fo
gave her a bill of divorce. Her own mother, Katherine
de Medicis, was called the Fourth Fury of Hell.

It is recorded of this lady, that fhe pra@ifed much with
wizards and magicians, who in an enchanted glafs fhowed
her who fhould reign in France for the time to come.
* Firft appeared this Henry IV. then Lewis XIIL next -

Lewis XIV. and after him a pack of jefuits, who fhould

abolith the monarchy, and govern the nation themfelves.

This glafs is to be feen in the king’s palace to this day. -

As for Henry IV.’s fecond wife, it is faid he never en-
joyed-a-peaceable hour with her but when fhe was afleep.

They: often fought together, and fhe {pared not fometimes

to beat and fcratch him even in his bed, fo that he has
_been forced to §uit-the field, and take fanQuary in ano-

ther chamber, Thisiprince was taxed with ingratitude
towards his moft.faitlefed fervants, and want of liberality
toall. It was a common faying of his predeceffor Hen-'
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ry IIL ¢ That he fhared his kingdom with his loyal fer-
vants and friends : ” But Henry IV. loved not to part
with any thing which he could handfomely keep.

Yet he was very obliging to his miftreffes, and his paf-
fion for them carried him into many irregularities. He
was fo deeply enamoured of one, that, to enjoy her, he
figred a promife of marriage to her with his own blcod,
which one of his favourites feeing, tore the paper in
pieces. The king being incenfed at that, fwore by the
belly of 8t Gris, (an ordinary oath with him) that this
perfon was mad. ¢ Yes, (replied he) but T with I were
the only madman in the kingdom ;> thereby refle@ing
on the king’s extravagancy. - Another time he gave fifty
thoufand crowns for one night’s enjoyment of a lady.

T have many years ago fpoke of the death of this prince
in my letters to the minifters of the Porte. Now I will
acquaint thee with onc circumftance to ‘which I was then
a ftranger.

It happened that the viceroy of Navarre was walking
with feveral nobles in the meadows of Berne, a town un-
der his jurifdiéion, wafhed by the river Pan ; when,on a
fudden, all the cows (of which there was a great number
in thofé fields) ran violently into the river, and were there
drowned. The viceroy being aftonifhed at this, asat a pro.
digy, writ down the day and hour when it happened,
which proved exadly the very fame time to a minute
when Henry IV. was flabbed in his coach by Ravaillac,
as the viceroy was foon certified, by difpatches which
He received from the court, containing intelligence of that
tragedy. .

All this may be pure chance, for aught I know, bat
there are abundance of fymptoms of fomcthing elfe. Ag
for man, he is wholly a ftranger to himfelf, and the fecret
operations of his own foul art hid from him, Jiow
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then can he know the nature of other things, orbe fami-
lasly acquainted with the occult difpofitions of beafts
The Jeaft worm or infe&t batlles our fevereft {crutiny, and
vie are loft in the fpeculation of their embryos ; the moft
filent and inanimate beings proclaim aloud the folly of ouir
boalted fcience ; every atom in nature ridicules our beft
phxlofophy ‘Who then will pretend to uariddle the moieé
uncommon myferies of providence, or trace the footfteps

of eternal deftiny ? Hiftorians fpeak varioufly of this par.-

ricide. Some fay the villain was approved of at the conrt

of Rome, and that he was there ranked in the number of-

martyrs. It is certain he underwent as horrible a death
as the wit of man could invent, to punifh his matchlefs
treafon ; and it feems the judges that examined him were
cither afraid or afhamed to divulge what they heard from
his mouth, obliging themfelves by an ocath to eternal fe-
crecy. Ravaillac himfelf owned that he had twice be-
fore attempted to kill the king, but was thruft back
by one of his nobles, who fufpe&ted fome ill defign in his
looks. .
Sage Hamet, may God preferve our glorious fultan
from the rage of mutineers, from a Jewith phyfician, and-
from. the common difafters of human life ; and the care of
his attendants will prevent the fudden firokes of a defpe:
rate affaffin.’

Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1660.

- I
X11.—To Mustarua, Berber Aga.

Tas city i now- as full of noife and lights as fome cis
ties of Afia are at an eclipfe of the moon, or as Conftan-
tinople is during the Faft of Ramezan. It is near mid-
night, apd yet here is fuch a medley of noifes, coms.

E——
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pounded: of the loud acolamatians of motalsy; the ringing,
of bellg, beat of drums,: found., of acwmpets,: and other.
mufical -inflruments with the thunder, of ﬂ(y-rocket;.
gunss aad .ather fireworks, that & body would think.
one’s-felfiany a battle or,afxgge. ..

+ "The aocgation of all this. is, the. pubhc entry of thc
new-married king. and queen, it being the firft time they
have.feep Paris fage, the nuptials. Neither my tongue
or, pen ave able to exprefs to the life the ipimitable pomp
apd, magpificence that have appeared to«dgy in ‘the royal
txain, and.in the preparations which the cjty made to
receive them. The luftre of gold, filver, and preclouo'
fRaney, .dazzled ope’s eyes from all parts; and I could’
have withed for a muﬂhlman -army. to have heen at the
plundey of fuch. immenfe riches ; yet, there were forty
thaufand of the citizens and kipg’s guards in arms to
augment the glory of the day,

The mogsrch with his royal fpoufe appeared feated
on a majellic throne, all glittering with gold and dia-,
monds. It was raifed on high, and there were feveral
feps or degrces to afcend up tg it: On thefe were pla-
ced the princes of the blood, the dukes and peers of the,
realm, with other grandees and nobleo, as alfo pnnceﬂ'm
duchefles, and ladics of the firft quality.

It was at the foot of this throne there were made in-
numerable fpeeches and congratulatory addrefles by the
priclts and monks of all orders, by the ftudents in the
academy, and by the feveral companics of tradefmen 3
But that which was moft furpﬂﬁng, a certain ftrange
maid uttered feveral orations in Latin, Greek, French,
and Spanjth, wherein the maguified the king’s heroic um
dertakings, his wonderful fuccefles, great wifdom. and

courage, with other virtues, which the made the fubje&
of her panegyric. She alfo no lefs extolled the queen’s
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jmatchlefs beauty, the greatuefs of her birth, the royal
endowments of her mind, and concluded” with refle®ing
on the jox of all Europe for this illuftrious match, and
alliance of two the meft potent ‘crowns in Chriftendom.
She delivered herfelf with fuch an incomparable grace
and modefty, as drew the eyes and ears of all ‘that were
prefent ; and it is faid the king was extremely pleafied’
with her, much more the queen, who had never before
encounatered fo learned a female.
The French ladies have for many years- applied them-
felves to the ftudy of languages and philofophy ; but it
" is not fo in Spain, where the men are too rigorous to the
fair to allow them that liberty. They are as morefe o
women as the Moors, from whom a great part of that
nation are faid to defcend. - Every country -in Europe
has fuffered mighty changes by the incurfions and con-
quefts of the Moors, Goths; Huns, and Vandals ; fo that
it is difficult to trace the original of any people in fuch.2
hodge-podge of foreign blood ; neither have they any
care of their genealogics, as we Arabians have in the
Eaft.
~ Illuftrious aga, though it fignifies nothing to fpring of
a noble ftock, unlefs we inherit the virtues of our ancef-’
tors, as well as their fplendid titles and eftates, yet it is
both profitable and pleafant to have by us a regifter of
our families, that, reading their charallers and hereic ac-
tions, we may imitate their examples, and add to the glo-
ry of the tribe from which we defcend. .
Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1660.

.
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XIIT.—7% Doxer Ocrov.

B

I kxow not whether I fhall finith the: letter I begin, or
if I do, whether it will be above ground, or in the bow-
¢ls of the earth. However, I cannot forbear writing to
thee, my dear friead, though beth the paper and I, with
the houfe wherein I lodge, and all this beautiful city,
may, for anght I know, be trazifponed to another re-
gion before morning ; nay, it is poffible this very hour
may people Elyfium with a new colony from France, and
Paris may defcend, with all her magnificent palaces, to
the thades below, changing the banks of the river Seine
for thofe of Acheron or Styx, and the refrefhing airs of
Champagne for the choking fulphurs of hell. In a word,
we have felt the menaces of a terrible earthquake this -
vening, but as yet have fuffered no damage.

When I lived in-Afia, an earthquake was almoft s
common as.the yearly revolutions of fommer and winter,
and we took as little notice of it as we did of lightning,
hail, or rain; befides, one muffulman encouraged ano-
ther, and the geveral faith of true believers confirmed us
all, that we onght to be refigned to God, and to the ap-
pointments of Etérnal Deftiny, whether it were for plea.
fure or paim, good or evil, life or death: Bit, now Y
have been fo long difufed to thefe convulfions of .the
globe (for I have not felt one above thefe two-and-twen-
ty years), and am alfo feparated from the fociety of the
faithful, that I am become like the reft of the world, and
even like thefe infidels, timorous, aftonifhed, void of rea- ‘
fon, and of little or no faith.

My mind at firft fftaggered as much as my body, when
I was walking acrofs my chamber, and felt the floor rock

_ under me with that fingular kind of motion which no hu-
man art or force can imitate. [ foon concluded it was
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an earthquake, but kaew not how to bear that theught
with indifference. Death is familiar to me in any other
figure but that of being.fo furprifingly buried alive. It
appeured horrible to fink on a fudden into an unknown
grave, I knew not whither. Perhaps I might fall into
fome dark lake of water, or, it may be, I might be
drenclied in a river of fire, or be dathed on a rock ; for
who can tell the difpofition of the caverns bdow, or what
fort of apartments we fhall find under the furface of the
¢arth? We walk on the battlements of a marvellous
firu&ture, a globe full of tremendous fecrets ; and whe-
ther Nature or Deftiny, Providence or Chance, occafion
the ruptures thmt we find are made in divers parts of the
carth, it matters not much, fo long as we are in danger
of tumbling in, Such a terrible fall would put the beft
philofopher in the world out of humour, and fpoil all his
reafoning. - I am fure it would vex me, thus in a trice to
be plundered of my thoughts 3 which makes me cither
wonder at the vanity of Empedocles, #f he threw kimfelf
into the flaming chafm of Mount JMtna, only for the
fake of being eficemed a god (as the cammon report is),
or gives me reafon to conclude he had fome . other end
his ventavous leap, fince it is not probable that empty
fme could be cftecemed by that great fage as his final
bappinefs. A much cafier way bad Asiftotle, who, dif-
guited at his ignorance of the flax and reflux of the fea,
threw himfelf in, to put an end to his difquifitions, if the
fary be true 5 but I can hardly believe the ftagyrite was

fuch a fool. I guefs of ather men according to the ex-
perience I have of myfelf. I am as little folicitous about

desth as any man, yet I fhould be unwilling to hur my-

felf out of the:world headlong, without a firm or a tefta,

1 love new cxperiments, but am not very fond of fuch as

take from us itvecoverably the means of trying any more.
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‘We had news here of an earthquake which: bas - overs
thrown part of the Pyrencan mountains, fome days ‘bes
fore this happened at Paris, but few regarded it. Calas
mitics at a_diftanee frighten nobody, yet thofe which we
feel put us all in tears. For my part, it -has this effelt
on me, that I am improved in my cardleflitefs,: and - be-
came fearful of nothing ; and I think there is reafon- o
my fide, fince all my care, apprehenfion, and: foreeaft
can never defend me from the underminings of the Om
nipotent.

Paris, 15th of the r1th Moon, of the Year 1660.

X1V.—To Hamer, Rets Efrenp, Principal Secretary
of the Ottoman Empire. )

L not the diftance of time between my letters prompt
thee to conclude I forget my duty, or that I am carelefs
to oblige fo illuftrious a friend. I bave many obligations
to difcharge, and thencfore endeavour to hufband my
hours to the beft advantage, and fo to divide my dif-
patches, that the Grand Signior may be ferved, the di-
van informed of all material emergencics, - and the expecs
tations of each minifter gratified. -
. As to the reign of Lewis XIIL. it was fhared faccef-
fively between the Marefchal & Ancre, the Duke of Eus
ines, and Cardinal Richliew. The firft was the queen.:
mother’s favourite ;.the fecond was the king’sy-as for
the third, he was abfolute maﬁer both of kmg, qucen,'
and kingdom.

During the kiug’s minority, mdeed, Queen Mary ‘da‘
Medicis, the relict of Henry IV. took the regeacy into
her own hands, and-managed things in an-arbitrary mand
per ; but the princes of the blood, with other grantices,’
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not abje to brook the government of a woman, confpited
againft her, Among thele were the Prince of Conde,
father to the prefeat prince, and the Duke of Bouvillon :
The former was a bold man, and durft do any thing that
was brave:; the latter was a cusning fatelman.

They caballed not fo privately, but the qdeen-mother
was acquainted with their meetings,. and the Dike of
Bouvillon was the firt who knew his party was betrayed.*
This iatelligence was brought him from affured hands,
whilft he was fitting with the Prince of Conde- and other
nobles at the place of their private rendezvous; where-
upon he acquainted them with it, exhorting- all to ab-
fcond immediately, left they fhould be feized on the fpot:.

- But they retorting, that the queen would not venture on
an a&ion of fuch dubious confequence, he ftarted up, and
took his leave of them, with thefe words, ¢« My lords,
you may follow your own counfel ; I will immediately
to horfe, and efcape to Sedan in my ftockings, where, if
they make me wear out a pair a8 an exile, by Heavens I
will make them wear out a thoufand pair of boots.”

His words came to pafs, and the effe® was a-diminu-
tive civil war, when the 'qucen was forced to raife an ar-
my to reduce this prince to obedience, the reft of his par-
ty being imprifoned as foon as fhe heard of his flight.

Whillt thefe difturbances lafted, the Moors were ex-
pelled out of Spain, to the number of fix hundred thou-
fand. Part of thofe who lived toward the maritime coafls
went by fea into Afric; the reft, whofe refidence was
farther withia land, fought a paflage over the Pyrenean
mountains, and fo through the fouthern prowiuces of
France, offering.a ducat a-head to the -viceroy oi Na-
varre for their fafe canduét. He, out of curiofity, com.
ing to fee thefe travellers, and beholding them rayed
and almoft naked, with vifages like. ghofts, took pity oa
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“them, and gave them liberty of palage gratis, faying,
¢ God forbid I fhould extort fo much money from thefe
miferable wretches, who aie abandoned to the. wide'
world.”

But it feems his compaflion was needlefs:; for thefe
muffulmans were too.cunning for him, having their fqua-
lid, torn garments, quilted all over with gold and preci-
ous flones ; which occafioned all people to ridicule the
viceroy’s eafinefs, and to call him the fiiend of the Gi-
beonites.

I fhould appear too partial in reflefiing fatitically on
this prince, whofe generofity deferves praife; yet I can-
not but f{mile at the craft of the Moors, whereby they
not only elcaped paying the accuftomed tributes of paf-
fengers, but alfo blinded thefe infidels, and took from
them the fufpicion of greater riches, which, if they had
once known, perhaps not a Moor fhould have carried a
piece of money along with him into Afric.

This paffage feemed worthy of thy knowledge, fince
it in part refembles the famous departure of the Ifraelites
6ut of Egypt, though it comes fhort of the robbery and
plunder which they committed on the inhabitants the
day before they began their journey. IHowever, this
ftory may afford thee fome divertifcment.
~ As to the Marelchal d’Ancre, the queen’s favourite,
in his life and death he was.compared to Sejanus, ‘being °
qualified with the like virtues and vices, and having much
the fame fortune ; his body, after-having been dragged
about the fireets by the rabble, was at laft torn to pieces.

If thoudwouldft know how the Duke of Luines ob-
tained the king’s favour, it was by ingratitude ; for when
he and his brother were firft brought to Court, they were
both fo poor, that they had but ene cloak between them,
and for that reafon could aot go abroad together; yet,
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being recommended to the king by a certain mobleman
for excellent falconers, they were received into favour;
but they abufed the kindnefs of their patron, and, infinu-
ating malicious things into the king’s ear againft the no-
bleman and his family, caufed him to be banifhed from
the court ; after which they managed all things.

Then fucceeded Cardinal Richlien in the chief mini.
firy, of whom I have faid a great deal in my former let
ters to the grandees of the Porte, and thou wilt find
them in the regifter. I will now add what I never men-
tioned before, that he was very ambitious te be thought
a good judge of verfe. He gave to one poet, for a witty
conceit on his coat of arms, two thoufand fequins, though
it was but a verfe of feven words ; another he promoted
to an ecclefiaftic dignity worth a thoufand a-year, .for
comparing him to the primum mobile ; but he caufed a
third to be kicked out of doors for. his obftinacy in de-
nying to alter a word of his poem which the cardinal dif-
liked. - )

This minifter was very revengeful, and, amongft other
<ffets of his temper, none was more taken notice of or
refle@ed on than the death of Monfieur de Thou, whom
the cardinal cut off for no other reafon but becaufe his
father, in a general hiftory which he wrote, had repre-
fented one of Richlieu’s anceftors under a very ignomini.
ous and abominable figure. That hiftorian was the re-
nowned Thuanus, of whom I fuppofe thou hatt heard.

As to King Lewis XIIL himfelf, he was efteemed a
great diffembler, accuftomed to carefs thofe with more
than ordinary endearments whom he defigned fuddenly
to ruin ; whence it grew to a proverb in his time, at the-
French court, when they faw any nobleman fmiled on,
to fay, ¢ His bufinefs is done.”” It canmot be denied
that this prince fiad a great {pirit, and fome wifdom ; yet
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he was obferved to take dclight in many -peity aétions
- unbecoming royal majefty. He would ipend much of his
time in painting, and fend for the moft famous mafters
in that art tq view his works: An equal inclination he
fhowed to mufic ; and fometimes he wap ambitious to be
thought a good cook. Onge he made a great pafty with
his own hands, filling it with venifon only fit for the
mouths of infidels, viz. the fleth of dogs, wolves, and
foxes, with other abominable animals, of which it is .not
lawful for a true believer to tafte. This he caufed to be
ferved up to table, at a feaft which he made to fome of
his courtiers, who, to honour the king’s handiwork, cat
greedily of the horrid difh, and highly -praifed his fkill,
whillt he diverted himfelf with laughing at them. He
had many other fuch freaks as thefe, which rendered him
contemptible and ridiculous to the grandees of his king-
_dom. Iua word, he was more reverenced abroad than
at home ; and this was owing to the conduét of Cardinal
Richlicu, who was jultly- efteemed the very genius of
" France.

Illuftrious minifter, all that I have faid of this monarch
{peaks him but a man; and nobody is wife at all times :
But the follies of princes are more confpicuous than thofe
of meaner perfons.

Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1660.

XV.—To Munmmm, in the Defart.

My the angel of peace pitch his pavilion at the en-
traace of that blefled cave where thou refideft ! May thy
foul feel calm and undifturbed joys, and for ever repofe
in divine tranquillity, whilft the reft of the world are mo-

lefted . with perpetual cares and fears, broils and enmities,
Vol. VI - c
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pzﬁi«:‘ms within, and furies without ; in a word, whillt
they are always in danger of one another, of themfelves,
and of the elements which compound their nature.

O man, highly beloved of God, favourite of the an-
gels, care of Hedven, and the fingular darling of Provi-
dence! the palm of an almighty hand is extended under
thee when thou fittelt down or walkeft, always ready to’
Tnatch thee up from the calamities which threaten this
lower world, and lift thee to paradife, where the affem-

‘bly of the juft wait for thy prefence.

There has been an earthquake lately in thefe parts,
which has put all France into a great confternation, afto-
nithed every body, and increafed the thoughtfulnefs of
the wife. The firft effets of it were felt by the inhabit-
ants of the Pyrences, which are certain mountains divid-
ing France and Spain. There it did great mifchief, over-
whelming fome medicinal bathsy many houfes, and de-
ftroying hundreds of people.” Only one mofque, or
church, which funk into the caverns below, was thrown
up again, and ftands very firm, but in another place.
"This is looked upon as a great miracle, efpecially by the
Frenchy who, for aught I know, may “cenfure partially,
favouring their own intereft, in regard this church has
been difputed between them and the Spaniards, each na-
tion claiming right to it, as ftariding before exaly on
the frontier line ; but now their quarrel is inconteftibly
decided, for it is removed by this convulfion of the glabe
near half a league from its former fituation, which is fo
far within the acknowledged limits of France. This the
French priefts magnify as an apparent proof of the juf-
tice of their pretenfions, and the people feem very will-
dng to belicve it. ‘

As for me, 1 have another opinion of earthquakes,
and am perfuaded that they arc as natural as the winds,
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which no man knows how to draw into any party or fac-
tion; unlefs we believe the ftories of the Lapland witches.’
I am perfuaded that this'globe is much more ancient than
the gencrality of mankind imagine it to be, that' it has
undergone various changes by the predominance of fire
and water, and that it is now haftening towards another
revolution. I believe the central fire has eaten its way
almoft to the furface, and kindled all the mincs of ful.
phur and other inflammable matter which it meets with
in its circular afcent; thefe corroding, and daily con.
fuming their own vaults, approaching alfo fometimes too
near the vaft receptacles of fubterranean waters which Lie
nearer the furface, overheat thofe lakes, which being thus
rarefied into vapours, and pent up in the hollow of the -
globe, ftrive to break forth with immenfe violence, which
caufes that heaving and rocking of the fuperficies that
fo terrifies mortals : But then the caufe is very decp and
far from us ; for where the farface is fhallow, in fuch paf—
fions of the globe, the earth commonly breaks and fum-
bles in, with whatfoever is upon it; nay, whole cities
fometimes have been thus fwallowed up. And the dan-
ger is eafily foreknown, by a fhort fnatching and trepi-
dation of the ground, houfes, trees, men, and every thing’
within its reach ; for then the convulfion i generally fa-
tal : But where the motion is heavy, grave, and regular,
it is a fign that both the fource arid the danger of it are
" far off : And this is fo much the more evident, by how
much farther the earthquake is felt above ground; for
the nearer any fach paffion happens to the centre, it muft
be granted that its force is extended- the wider on the
circumference. This depends ‘on a mathematical demon-
firation, and there needs no more be faid to thee who
art confummate in the fcierices. et

- What I efteem a duc refle€tion on this i IS, that thoagh

©oc2
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there be no peril in thefe remote "earthquakes, yet we
know not how foon thcy will come nearer to us, neither
can we be affured where or when they will happen, or
- how far they will reach. It follows, thercfore, by a na-
tural confequence, that fince thefe things are unavoid-
able, and all the wit of man cannot invent a means to
elcape finking into the bowels of the earth, where it
breaks in, we ought to be carelefs and indifferent what
death we die, and only be folicitous to live like me;\, that
is, according to reafon ; for whether our fouls {urvive or
no, it will be comfortable to expire in peace, and full of
our own innocence.

Paris, gth of the 12th Moon, of the Year r660.

BOOK IL
LETTER Y.—To0 the Venerable MurT1.

H:zs is now like to be a great change at this court :
Cardinal. Mazarini is dead. He died at the Caftle of the
Wood of Vinciennes on the ninth of this moon, haﬁng
been fick a long time. There happened a great fire at
the Louvre, (fo they call the king’s palace in this city)
about five weeks ago, which obliged the cardinal, who
lodged there at that time, to remove to his awn houfe ;
) from whence, for the fake of the air, he was advifed by
his phyficians to go to the aforefaid caftle; but allin
vain ; for death, which finds accefs into the ftrongeft {or-
trefles, purfued him thither, and led him in triumph to
the region of filence and forgetfnlncﬁ, who made fo glut
a noife and buftle in this our world.
Teis reportcd that a certain aftrologer foretold him hc
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thoald die i this moon : Butthe cardinal gave no credit
to him, though oae would think he had fome reafon to
believe him in this, for the fake of a former prediction of
his concerning the Duke of Beaufort. I have mention-
ed this prince, and the eomity that was between Maza-
nni and him, which occafioned the duke’s 'impri.l'onmtnt
in the Cafile of the Wood of Vinciennes. During his
reltraint, the aforementioned aftrologer gave it out in
Paris, that the duke fhould elcape out of prifon pretifely
on fuch a day. The cardinal being informed of this,
waited till the day came, defigning to punifh the aftrolo-
ger as a cheat, or at leafl to expofe him for an ignorant
perfon : To which end he fent for him, and upbraiding
him with prefumption and folly, in that the day was now
come, and yet the Duke of Beaufort was ftill a prifoner,
~ without any hopes, or fcarce a poffibility of clcaping,
ordered him to be fent to the Baftile. But the afirolo-
ger, addrefling himfelf with much fubmiffion and carneft-
nefs, fpoke to this effe@ : « May it pleafe your emi-
nence only to refpite my fentence till to-morrow, and
then hang me, if you do not find that I have fpoke truth.
.The day which I foretold is come indeed, but it is not
paft. A courier will foon convince you that I have not
ftudied this fcience in vain.”” The cardinal, moved with
thefe words, only coufined the aftrologer in a chamber of
his own palace : And the next day he received an exprefs
which gave him an account of the duke’s eicape, and the
masner of it, viz. that on. the day before, he had let
himfelf down by a ladder of ropes into the caille ditch,
and was no more to be feen or heard of. Thus the
altrologer efcaped the cardinal’s revenge, . and got mach
fame at the court, which was increafed by the cardinal’s.
death falling out exadtly acqording to his prediction.
1his minifter was a very fubtie man; and Cardinal

€3
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Richlieu ufed to fay of him, ¢ That if he were minded
to put a trick on the devil, he would only fet Mazarini
to work.”” 'Therefore he made him his confident, in-
ftrued him in all fecrets of the French court, the art of
government, and on his deathbed recommended him to
the king, as the fittet man to fucceed him in the ma-
pagement of the public. He Was after the death of
Lewis XIIL at firlt oppofed by feveral grandees, but
the queen’s authority, and that of the Priace of Conde,
fupported him ; whence arofe a common provesdb in
thote days, ¢ The queen permits all, the cardinal com-
mands all, and the. prince puts all in exccution:” For
this laft had then the office of general.

This minifter was not efte¢med fo covetous as his pre-
deceffor, yet he heaped up vaft treafures, part of which
he beflowed tn magaificent buildings and furnitore, the
reft he fent into Italy to his father, who, aftonifhed at
the prodigious quantities of gold he reccived, ufed to fay,
¢ Sure it rains money in France I Heowever, he made
him{elf odious to the fubje@s of this nation by his coa-
tinual oppreflions, and they are glad he is gone.

It is a byword at Rome, when any pope dics, to fay,
¢ Now the dog is dead, all his malice is buried with
bim ;> But I doubt it will not prove true in the court
of France at this junQure ; for the king will either fiad
a minifter equal in fubtilty to the deceafed cardinal, who
fhall fupply his place, or he will take the adminiftration
of affairs into his own hands. Be it which way it will,
we are like to fee the fame maxims purfued, fo long as
Candinal Richliew’s memoirs are in being, who firft taught
this crown to urderftand its own ftrength.

Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1663.
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11.—T0 the Visier AzEwM, at the Porte.

I vavs fem a difpatch to the mufti, acquainting him
with the death of Cardinal Mazarini, firft minifler of
fiate, and the greateft favourite that everlived. Now I
will inform thee of fome paffages which I omitted in my
letter to that venerable prelate. It is neceflary for me
thus to diftribute my intelligence, with a due refpe& to
the different quality of my fuperiors.

Thou, .I fuppofe, wilt require fome account of hu
difpofition and morals, with fuch a charaler as may
render this great genius familiar to thy knowledge.

He {eemed to place his chief happinefs in aggrandifing
his mafter, whom he ferved with a zeal fo pure and dif-
intercfted, a loyalty fo uncorruptible, and by fuch regu-
lar methods of pradence and policy, as if in bis days
nothing were to be counted virtue or vice, but what eie
ther favoured or oppofed the King of France’s intereft,
He was of a happy conftitution for a courtier, being by
nature debonair, complaifant, affable, and of a feet de-
portment ; yet experience and art taught him to improve
thefe advantiges to the height of diffimulation. You
fthould fee courtefy and extraordinary goodnefs flewing
into every featute of his face; you fhould hear words
breathing from his mouth, like the foft benedi&tions of an
angel ; yet at the fame time his heart gave the lie to
both. He meant nothing lefs than that a man fhould
- find him as good as his word: He was ever ready to
promife any thing that was demanded of him, but in
performance flow, and full 'of excufes ; frugal of his
prince’s money, and liberal of his own ; magnificent in
his buildings, and the furniture belonging to them ; aim.
ing in all things to exceed other men his equals, and in
fome to furpafe even mighty princes his fuperiors. In

<4
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a word, he was accomplithed with all qualifications re-
quifite in a fortunate courticr and a good ftatefman.

Yet after all, this fublime genius yielded to death, but
not like common mortals : He died altogether like him-
folf, without fo much as changing that fettled gravity
and ferene air of his face, as had been remarkable during
his life. He made the king heir of his eftate, and be-
queathed abundance of legacies.

To fay all in brief ; if he was great in his life, he was
much more fo in his death, mingling his laft breath with
the fighs and tears of the king, who lamented his de-
parture with the mourning of a fon for a father.

Paris, 26ch of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1661.

o ———

III.—'To Pesterr Havi, bis Brother, Mafler of the
Cufloms at Conflantinople.

Y esrreoar a difpatch came to my hand from a very
remote part of the carth : Our coufin Ifouf fent it from
Aftracan, a famous city for traffic, formerly helonging
to the Crim Tartars, but now in the poffeffion of the
Mufcovites. He has been there a confiderable time,
finding profit by merchandife ; for there is a vaft refort
to that city from China, Indoftan, Perfid, Mufcovy, and
other provinces of Europe ard Afia. The roads to it
are daily covered with the caravaas of trading people;
and the river Volga can hardly fuitain the innumerable
multitude of veffels that tranfport paffengers with théir
goods backwards and forwards between Aftracan and the
regions round about the Cafpian Sea, into which that
mighty river difcharges itfelf.

Ifouf is ingenious, and has pitched upon fome advan-
tageous way cf enriching himfelf, which tempts kim to
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take up his abode in that city, and there end his travels,
or at leaft he will repofe himfelf there till fortupe pre-
fents him with 2 fairer opportsnity of increafisg his
wealth,

In the mean time, 1 perceive by his letter that he gets
money apace, lives very happily, and has the wit to keep
bimfelf frec from the yoke of marriage, which embar-
rafled him fo much formerly. He foon put that trouble-
fome wife out of his mind, after he had divorced her;
and he never failed to gratify himfelf with new amours
wherever he came in his travels. He writes very coms-
cally, and I canoot forbear {miling, when he tells me he
has had as many concubines as the Grand Signior, by
which thou wilt perceive that Ifouf is much addiGed to
gallantry. He frankly confefles, that he firk learned
this mode of loving at large in Perfia, cfpecially at If-
pahan, where he fays it is a mark of honour for a man
to be good at intriguing with the ladies ; and he is called
3 Twk, by way of difgrace, who frequents not every
cvening the gardens and houfes of pleafure in the fub-
urbs. But he adds, that in India the Liberty of cours-
ing women is much greater, and that the very nature
of that climate difpofes a man to this foft paffion. Ia
a word, our amorous kinfman retain$ the fame humour
fill.

Yet this does not hinder him from profecuting his ne.
ceflary affairs with diligence and alacrity. He difpatched
- a bufinefs for me at Archangel in Ruflia, and another at
Mofcow, very dexteroufly, which convinces me that he
is not lefs fedulous and careful in things which concern
himlelf. He fays the Mufcovites are_ the greateft drunk-
ards in the world ; their chief and moft beloved liquor is
what the French call she Water of Life. It is a chemi-
cal drink, extraled from the lees of wine or other firong

<3
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_beverages, fuch as thou knoweft is common ameng the
Greeks, Armenians, and Franks in the Levant. When
the Mufcovites are once got into a houfe where this nec-
tar ig fold, and are a little warmed and elevared with it,
-they will not depart till all their money is gone; nay, they
will pawn their very garments from their backs in a fro-
" lic, rather than want their dofe of this inebriating ftoff,

* and go oyt flark naked in the coldeft weather, that s,

fall afleep in the open flrects, and yet are hever the worfe
for it when they awake, but go to their daily work with
the greater ardour; for it is only the common people are
guilty of this extravagance : As for the. gentry and no-
bility, they are more clofe and referved in thﬂr drunken
debauches. . : '
- 'The Mufcovites, according to the charaGer he gim
me of them, are a very rude and unpolifhed people, furly
" to'one another, and extremely rugged to ftrangers: They
defpife all other nations in the world, and fay it-is im-
poflible for any man to go to heaven who has not a Muf-
=covite foul in him. They profefs the Chriftian religion,
tand were formerly of the Greek church; but now they
~have feparated themfelves, and fet up a patriarch of their
‘own, to whom fo great a vemeration is paid, that the em-
perog himfelf holds his ﬂ:lrrup when he mounts on horfe-
“back. ' -
¢ Brother, I defire thee to fpeak advantageouﬂy of Iouf
to. the illuftrious Kerker Haffan, and to the other baffas_
"of the bench. He will be a ferviceable man to the Grand
‘Signior, if encouraged by fome place of honeur and pro-
" fit. I with I could fay the fame of our coufin Solyman;
b_but he is too 'wife in his own conceit.
. Dear Pefteli, ex¢ufe my abruptnefs ; for . 'y hours are
divided between the fervice I owesto the fultan and the
affe@ion I bear my friends.
Paris, 7th of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1661, .
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IV.—T0 Orcuan CaBer, Student in the Sciences, and
- Penfioner to the Sultan'.

I save heard of thy fame, and the manner of thy com.
verfion to the taw brought down from heaven ; how that
from a Chriftian pricft thou art become a Muffulman ab-
dalla, that is, a believer and fervant of the True God.
May thy reward, both here and hereafter, be, according
to thy integrity in this change of faith and religion ; for
hypocrites are neither acceptable to God nor man ; yet
moft men are profelyted for intereft; fear, or other hu-
man regards ; and in the fenfe of the Chriftians, thou.
knoweft a renegado and a villain are reciprocal terms.
"The infupportable miferies of fervitude tempt many-to
embrace circumcifion, which at once fets them free, and
often puts them in a condition to mend their fortunes,
and live more happily than they did even before they
were captives ; whilit .ambition and avarice are prevailing
motives with others in more prefpereus circumftances to
be of the Grand Signior’s religion, that fo they may rife.
in his favour, and obtain fome confiderable preferment at
the court, or office in the army, like the ancient Mel-.
chites among the Chriftians, who were fo. called becaule:
they always profefled the faith of the Grecian emperors,
without examining whether it was orthodox or no; a.
fort of religious parafites, who would be any thing to-
ferve their own intereft, and adore the devil himfelf,. proe
vided their fovereign howed them an.example.
Yet after alk there are fome who change their religlon
1 pure fincerity, only compelled thereto. by the dint of
_ exalted reafon and motives of virtue 3 Such as thefe aye
thinkinge#n, perfons of bold fpirits, who dare call in
quaeftion thetraditions of their fathers, examine the prine-
¢ 6,
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ciples in which they were educated, difpute every thing,
and bring ali to the ftandard of natural truth.

I r¢joice to hear that thou art one of this chara&er,

and not. in the number of counterfeits or bigots ; for fuch
bring no.credit to-the religion they embrace, but rather
a fcandal. Yet the arms of the munificent Porte are opea
to receive all who profefs that God is One, and that Ma-
homet is his apoftle, leaving the fcrutiny of their inten-
tion 1o him who fearches the heart.
- Thy learning gives thee fair opportunities of doing
good ; put it to a right ufe ; convince the infidels, whom
thou haft forfaken of their errors ; confirm the true be-
lievers in the faith without blemifh.

Do this by difcourfe, by writing, and by thine own
exemplary life, which laft will prevail above ten thoufand
eloquent fermons.

.In a word, fhow thyfelf a true and faithful follower of
the prophet on carth, and God will tranflate thee to- his
company in paradife, where Mofes will introduce thee,
Jelus will entertain thee with joy, and all the one huns
gired and twenty-four thoufand prophets will welcome
thee to the pleafures which know no end.

Paris, 21f2 of the sth Moon, of the Year x661.

=———————

V.—~T0o the MurTI.

We are apt to admire fome ftrange paflages which we
find recorded in ancient hiftory, and whofe truth is out
of the reach of any mortal to prove ; yet we flight the
miracles which are before our eyes, evident matters of
faQ, which nobody can contradi®. Whence this fhould
proceed I know not, unlefs it be from 2 natural kind of
drowfinefs in the foul common to the greateRt part of
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men, like the fleep of thofe who cannot fo foon be awa.
kened by the loudeft noifes they are accuftomed to, as
by the foft and ftill ideas of a ftrange dream : So we re-
gard not the things to which we are daily habituated,
thoagh in themfelves never fo prodigious, whilit we ftartle
and are amazed at the moft ordinary relations of antiqui-
ty, only becaufe they are novel to us, and we were not
eye-witnefles of the things themfelves.

I formerly fent a letter to Cara Hali, the fultan’s phy.
Geian, wherein [ mentioned feveral phyficians of Arabia,
who, in paft ages, were eminent for fome remarkable
cures 3 but I tell thee, .not one of them could match the
King of France’s fuccefs in curing an epidemical diffem-
per, which they call the King’s Evil. The general fymp-
toms of this malady, are certain {wellings in the face,
neck, or other parts of the body, fometimes accompani.
¢d with blindnefs, deafncfes, lamenefs, and other imper-
fe@ions, Thofe who are troubled with this difeafe flock
to the king’s court at certain feafons of the year, and
being intvoduced intp his prefence, he only touches the
part affeCted thh his hand, and an infallible cure fol-
lows.

They fay this gift has been inherent in the kings of
France for many generations, and the priefts magnify it
as a great miracle. But I tell thee, all the prodigy, in
my opinion, lies in the firength of the people’s imagina-
tion, which thou knoweft wotks half the cure in’ many
diftempers. The pricfts ftand by the king, whilft he
touches the fick ; they repeat their gofpel, and ufe cer-
tain prayers and exorcifms, being vefted all in white like
magicians. Thefe ceremonies are performed with e-
bundance of. gravity, which ftrikes an awe into the cre-
dulous patients; and to render the bufinefs yet more
myferious, whercas other phyficians take ‘money of the
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fick, this royal Efculapias beftows a piece of gold on
every one whom he touches, which they are obliged to
weear abont their necks as long as they live.  Now, whe-
ther the charm lies in the gold, or the kiug’s touch, or
the prayers and ceremonies of the priefls, or, ﬁnally,

the patient’s fancy, it matters not much: This is cer-
tain, that thoufands who come to the king’s feet very
much difordered by this evil, find a feufible alteration in
their bodies before they depart from his prefence, and in
a few hours, or days at moft, arc perfeitly recovered.

Perhaps the kings of France have fome magical or
phyfical tindure in their blood, or it may be they have
found out the philofopher’s flone fo much talked of, and
delivered it down to their pofterity, as a part of the royal
inheritance, which enables the prefent king to do fo ma-
ny prodigious things both at home and abroad, in peace
and in war, befides his part in curing this ficknefs. I am
no Roficrucian, ner very fond or credulous of miracles,
yet I often wonder at the treafures of this monarch,
which appear inexhauftible. But the ways of kings are
fecret, and he of France is fingular in his myfterious me-
thods of growing rich and great: Neither do all his
magnificent expences feem to diminith his wealth. The
King of Sweden has been his penfioner ever fince he be-
gan to reign, and millions of French gold are difperfed
among the German princes. '

Thefe things caufe his fubje@is to defcant varionfly ;
but I refer them to thy oraculous judgment, whofe fingle
tefta is of ten thoufand times more worth than the decrees
of a French parliament.

Paris, 3d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1661,
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VI.—To MyrmaDoLIN, Santone of the Vale of Sidon.

Now I will vent holy things, and what the Divinity
fhall mfpire. The world was in weeds when Hofain the
prophet was flain, and the moen put on her mourning
drefs: The timbrels of Perfia, Arabia, and Babylon,
weve heard in the dead of the night ; their found reach-
ed to the third heaven ; the fhepherds ran to the heighty
of the ¢arth, to difcover the occafion of fo much noife ;
the centinels of forts and caftles gave the alarm, and the
men of war took hold of the fword, the bow, and the
-fpear ; the Tygris overflowéd its banks, and Diarbekir
became a lake ; a dark body of clouds overcaft the fky,
and pouréd forth thunder, lightnimg, and hail; fire ran
along on the fands of the defart, and the air was all in
a flame ; borror poffeffed the minds of mortals, dnd the
angels themfelves were vunealy ; the beafts of the field
ran into dens and caves, and the dragons were touched
with remorfe ; only the more venomous Kyfilbafehi fwrel-
ledt with pride ; the poifon of murder and herefy had
puffed up their fouls; they and their poficrity are ac-
curfed to this day, and to the hour of the irrevocable fen-
tence.

O Santone, gteat is thy faith, in that thow haft abas-
doned thé fhadow of this world, and fcparated thyfelf
from the contagion of mortals! I revere the majefy of
thy fublime foul, the intelleét ranging at liberty. Thou
daily gathereft flowers from the garden of Eden, and be-
ing i the body, enjoycf the fiveets of paradife. Kings
would lay down their crowns to tafte of thy pleafures,
did they but know them, and exchange all the glory of
empires for one moment of thy unfpeakable blifs; thou
companion and cate of angels, darling of the Monarch,

" Omnipotent !’ '
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. Wherevgr, thou liek down, whether by day or by
night, the watchers above ftand ready with umbrellas to
fkreen thee from the fcarching beams of the fun, the
chilling darta of the moon and flars, and from all inju-
ries of weather ; the elements go out of their courfes to
ferve thee, .and all nature efpoufes thy intereft.

The merchant, hires a thoufand camels, and loads them

, with the choiceft: riches of the Levant: He eadures all
the fatigues of a long and dangerou: travel through Sy-
ria, Arahia, and Perfia ; runs the rifk of robbers, dif-
eafes, and ten thoufand methods of death ; and after all
his hazards and. pains, is not half fo happy mor fo rich as
. thou, whe aboundeft ip every thing, _beéanfc thou defireft
nothing which thou haft not, or that is upneceffary. The
ploughmen labour for thee in the, field, and fo do the
-artificers in the city ; the noble and the vulgar are thy
purveyors, and the greateft fovereigns pay tribute to
thee; every houfe is thy home, and they count them-
.felves happy under whofe reof thou vouchfafeft to fleep;
they are really fo, for benedittion accompanics the. per-
.fe& man in all his. ways, and the favours of Heaven over-
take them that fhow kindnefs to him ;: Thou art lord of
other men’s eftates, and every man’s field is thy inherit-
ance ; thou enjoyeft the riches of this world, without be-
ing tainted with the vices that attend them, and receiveft
immortal affurances and feals of the future glory in the
life which is to come. O happy eftate of the righteous!
O life to be truly envied !

As far me, I am like a galley-flave, chained down te
the oay, and forced to row inceflantly whithey the mafter
of the veffel commands. 8o am I obliged to obey the
diQates of my fuperiors, whether there be fin in the cafe
orno. I am faftened in the cares of this vain qurld.
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and the more particular anxieties of ftate, from all which
thou art happily free.

Oh that it were lawful for me to fhake off the fretting

yoke, and difentangle myfelf from the {nares of human
policy ! that I might live like the men of the firft'ages,
who honoured the earth as their common mather, and
made no envious inclofures : They fported innocently on
her fradrant bofom, and never molefted their kind parent
by cruelty to any of her offspring ; they fucked the milk
of her breafts ; her veins fireamed with wine and honey ;
they banqueted on variety of excelleat frvits ; and aobody
thought of killing' and eating his fellowsanimal : The
birds could then range the air without fear of the fowler;
neither did any yawling hentfman roufe the timorous hare
from her feat : The roes and the hinds could fcamper at
pleafure over the plain without being hattered to the
mountains and rocks for fanGuary ; neither did any dy
angler trepan the fith of the rivers: As for the fea, it was
theni unkaown ; no man as yet had ventured on that per.
fidious element, or found out the ufe of fhips: There was
in thofe days no foreign commerce or traffic, nor any
need of it; every region fupplied its inhabitaats with
what was ufeful and neceffary, and thofe temperate
mortals defired no more ; they lived without irregular
appetites, free from ambition, fraud, and blood.

This is the life fo mach defired by me, and which theu
attually enjoyeft. God augment thy felicities and rap.
tures, that thou mayeft pafs from one vifien and ec(tacy
to another, till Gabriel fnatch thy foul away in a divine
tranfport beyond the poffibility of a relapfe.

Holy Santone, whilit thou art on earth pray for me ;
and when thou art among the immortals, do me fome fis
vour which may lalt for ever.

Paris, 26th of the 3th Moon, of the year 1661.
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VIL.—75 Doxer O6 LOU.

M+ bofinefs in this place obliges me to keep company
with all forts of people : Hence I indifferently affociate
" myfelf with ftatefmen, foldiers, courtiers, priefts, fiddlers,
mechansics, feamen, or perfons of any profeﬂ'ion;‘ from whom
T'can hope for any improvement ; for there is hardly fo def-
picable a fellow in the world who may not teach an inqui-
fitive mind fomething ta which it was a firanger before.

-Sometimes I converfe with painters, whom I generally
find to be men of wit and fenfe, but very lewd and dif-
folate : However, they ferve to divert my melancholy,
to which thou knoweft. I am much inclined ; for they are
the merrieft fparks in the world, abounding with fmart
tepartces, jefts, and comical ftories, befides an hundred
mimical tricks of good buffoonery to make one laugh,
that it is almoft impoffible to be fad in their company.

They are moft of them bred in the academy, or in col-
leges and fchools where the fciences are profefled; it being
in a2 manner meceflary that men of this trade fhould have
a fmack of all forts of learning, and efpecially that they
fhould be indifferent good hiftorians, they being many
times defired to téprefent pieces of antique and modern
hiftory without a pattern. "They have a very facetious

, Way alfo of telling a ftory to the life, as well as of draw-
ing it fo in piGure, They would diffolve the tmoft ftiff
and morofe hadgi into laughter and jollity, to hear how
gracefully they will ridicule the moft ferious matters, and
turn every thing into burlefque ; for they are admxrablc
- fatirifts by nature.

Yet thefe are not all alike, but differ in th,elr tempers
Lke other men : Some of them are proud and ftately,
others fawning and abjeét, and all of them great hu-
-mourifts.
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" It was an odd whim of Martin Heemfkirk, a famous
painter that was born at a village of the fame name: He
died in the year of the Chriftians hegira 1554 Thie man
had ameffed together in his lifetimé a- vaft quantity of
moncy, and having no wife er childrem, ner other reld-.
tions of his own to leave it to, he was refolved to db
fomething for which he might be talked of after his
death. I have heard of many dying men that have had
ome caprice or other in making their laft will and tefta-
ment, but thou ‘wilt fay this of Martin’s was fingular ;
-for.on his deathbed he bequeathed all his wealth to be
diftributed into equal dowries, oit portions, wherewith to
arry a certain number of maids of Heemikirk, his birth-
place, yearly, on this condition, that the new married
.couple, with all the wedding guefts, fhould dance or his
grave. . . . .

It is neceffary - for thee to knew, that fince his death
there has béen a great alteration of religion in thofe parts:
"T'he inhabitants, which in his time were Roman catholics,
are now all proteftants ; and -at the time of this change or
reformation, as they call it, it was the general praétice of
the proteftants to demolifh all images and croffcs wherever
they found them. Now, it was the cuftom of the Roman
catholics to fet up a crofs at the end of every fepulchre of

. the dead ; yet fo great a veneration have the Heemfkirk- .
ers for the memory of this painter, that whereas there is
not a crofs to be feen fanding in all the country befides,/
yet_ his, being of brafs, remains untouched, as the onfy
title their danghters can fhow to his legacy.

It was a mote cruel and inhuman pradice of an Italian
painter, (I think his name was Giotto) who defigning to
draw a crucifix to the life, wheedled 2 poor man to fuffer
himfelf to be bound to a crofs for an hour, at the end of
which he fhould be. releafed again, and receive a confi-
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derable gratuity for his pains; but, inftead of this, as

" foon as he had him faft on the crofs, he ftabbed him

dead, and then fell to drawigg. He, was eftebmed the-
greatelt mafter jo all Italy at that time ; and having this
advantage of a dead man hanging on a crofs before him,
there is no queftion but he made a matchlefs picce of
work of it..

As foon as he had finifhed his pi&ture, he carried it to
the pope, who was aftonithed, as at.a prodigy of art,

" highly extolling the exquifitenefs of the features and

limbs, the languithing pale deadnefs of the face, the un-
affeGed finking of the head ; in 2 word, he had drawn to
the life not only that privation of fenfe and motion
which we call death, but alfo the very want of the leat
vital {ymptom.

This is better underftood than expreffed : Evcry body
knows that it is a mafterpiece to reprefent a paffion or a
thought well and naturally ; much greater isit to defcribe
the total abfence of thefe interior faculties, fo as to di-
Ringuifh the figure of a dead man from onc that is only
afleep.

Yet all this and ‘much more could the popc difcern in

- the admirable draught which Giotto prefented him ; and

he liked it fo well that he refolved to place it over the
altar of his own chapel ; for thou knoweft this is the
pratice of the Nazarenes to adore pictures and images.
Giotto told him, fince he liked the copy fo well, he
would fhow him the original if he pleafed.

¢ What doft thou mean by the original ? (faid the
I"ope) Wilt thou thow me Jefus Chrift on the crofs in
his own perfon ?’ ¢ No, (repiied Giotto) but I will
fhow your Holine(s the original from whence I drew this,
if you will abfolve me from all punithment.”

The good old father, fufpedting fomething extraordi-
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nary by the painter’sthus capitulating with him, proxmfed'
on his word to pardon him, which Giotto behevmg, |m-
mediately told him where it was ; and attending him to
the place, as foon as they were entered, he drew a curtairi
back, which hung before the. dead man on the crofs, an&
told the pope what he had done.

The holy father, extremcly troubled at fo inhuman
and barbarous an ation, repealed his promife, and told
the painter he fhould furely be put to an examplary
death.

Giatto, feeming refigned to the fentence pronounced

upon him, only begged leave to finith the piGure before
he died, which was granted him. In the mean while, a
guard was fet upon him to prevent his efcape. As foon
as the pope had caufed the picture to be delivered into
his hands, he takes a brufh, and dippiag it in a fort of
ftuff he had ready for that purpofe, daubs the picture al‘l
over with it, fo that nothing could now be feen of the
erucifix, but it was quite cffaced in all outward appear=
ance. oy '
« 'This made the pope ftark mad : He ftamped, foamed,
and raved like one in a phrenzy ; he fwore the painter
fhould fuffer the moft cruel death that could be inventcd,
unlefs he drew another full as good as the former, for if
but the leaft grace was miffing, he would not pardon
him ; but if he could produce an’cxat parallel, Le
would not only give him his life, but an ample reward in
money.

The painter, as he had reafon,” defired this under the
pope ‘s flgnet, ‘that he mlght not be in danger of a fecond
repedl, which was granted him ; and then he took a wet
fponge, and wiped off all the varnifh he had daubed on
the picture, and the crucifix appeatcd the fame in all re-
fpedts as it was before. -
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-The pope, who laoked on this as a great fecret, being
igaorant of the arts which painters ufe, was ravithed at
the ftrange metamorphofis ; and, to reward the pdinter’s
‘treble ingenuity, he abfolved him from all his fins, and
the punifhments due to them, ordering moreover his ftew-
ard to cover the picture all over with gold, as a farther
gratuity for the painter; and they fay this crucifix is the
original by which the moft famous crucifixes in Europe
are drawn. _

I need make no other refle&ion on this,” than, that as
the fuppofed murder of Jefus the fon of Mary is the
fource of all the Chriftians devotion, fo the real homicide
which this painter committed has made it more intenfe
and fervent, by how much the crucifixes drawn after this
pattern excel all that were feen before them in the tragi-
cal portraiture of the martyred Meffias. )

And from this reafon it is that painters are in fo great
efteem among the Italians, becaufe they form the gods
which thofe infidels adore. It is mo wonder, therefore,
that the chief head of their church fhéuld fo eafily abfolve
murder in a painter as a venial fin, efpecially when it is
done in ordine ad Deum, as the Jefuits fay, that is,
to promote God’s glory, as the pope eafily perfuaded
himfelf this was ; fince idolatry is the main engine which
fupports the ftate and grandeur of the Roman court.
And all the world knows that holy city is a type of hea-
ven, or at leaft the crafty priefts would fain reprefent it
fo.

My friend, thou and.T have feen enough of their tricks

"and holy frauds in Sicily. Praife be to God théy lnd’
not power to pervert us: Our faith remains inviolate ;
we ftill poflefs the integrity of muffulmans, the native
attach we owe to the prophet, who was fent. te.extermi-
nate idols. In a word, we adore:non¢ but ‘enc God,

2 . .
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creator of the worlds. May that incomprehenfible for
ever keep us in the fame faith and praflice, till the re-
leafe of our fouls.

Faris, 13th of the gth Moon, of the Year 1661.

==

VIIL.—70 Lusano ABurEel Saap, an Egyptian Knight.

) Tms court is now at Fontainbleau, and all feems to be
diffolved in joy for the birth of a dauphin. The queen
was delivered of this young prince on the firlt day of
this moon : There is nothing but feafting, dancing,'and
revelling on this account, with bonfires, and congratula-
tory addreflfes : Only the Duke of Orleans, the king’s
brother, has little reafon to be over merry, fince he was
the next prefumptive heir of the crown, in cafe the king’
died without iffue male, for the laws of France exclude
a female from reigning. Yet this Duke diffembles his
inward grief, for being thus put by his hopes, and ap-
pears as joyful as the father himfelf. He hugs and ad-
mires the royal babe, withing him health and long life in
a compliment, whom he really could rather wifh out of
the world, or at leaft that he had never come into it 3 fo
violent are the temptations of a crown, fo ftrong the de-
fire of empire, that the nearnefs of relation, which cn-
dears the reft of niortals one to another, eftranges the
hearts of princes from thofe of their own blood, if they
ftand in the way of their ambition. And I can affure
thee, the French do not fpare to fay the Dake of Or-
leans has enough of this vice to attempt great:things,
were not his genius overawed by the matchlefs fortune
and fpirit of his brother.

Neither is the king himfelf infenfible - of this, remem-
bering with what warmth the duke received the flattering
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addrefles of fome courtiers, during bis brother’s danger-
ops ficknefs, when the phyficians had well nigh given him
over for a dead.man. .

. I was acquainted with this ‘paffage but lately by Of-
tq,u) the dwarf, who- watches all the motions of this
court. He tells me, that the king being informed a
rumour was whifpered among the grandecs of his death,
caufed them all to be fent for, and to pafs through his
chamber, whilft the curtains of his bed were drawn open,
that they might fee their fovereign alive, though in a bad
ftate of health., He fays moreover, that, the truc reafon.
why feveral lords of :late have been removed from their
offices about the king, is, becaufe he refented ill the $op
carly and paffionate court they made to the Duke.of
Orleans, on the report of his brother’s death. It is na-
tu,ral to all men to love themfclves, and to defire the dil-
pofal of thgir own affairs. No man, woyld be content tq
bave his eftate given away by his fervants at .their owp
m"cretlon 3 and fovereign mpnarchs gre the mof} jealops’
of all’ mcn in fuch cafcs, pamculax]y the King of

rance is known to be a prince very fenfible of his ho-
nour, and foon touched in that point, by the leaft appear:
ance of difrefpect in his {ubjecis, and of encroachment in
_kis neighbours.

As for the Duke of Orlcans, he is a prmcc of no grcat
charadter, either asa foldier or a ftatefman ; neither has he,
been much talked of in the world, till the beginning of
this year, when he married an Englifh princefs, by name
chrietta, daughtet to tbé Iatc mnrdcred king of that
natlon

We have had another match hcre "allo between the
lite Duke of Orleans’s daughter and the Prince of Tul-
cany. Thefe things occafion various difcourfe among
thofe who who pretend to weigh exallly the different in-
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terefts of Chriflian courts, efpecially of fach as are con
cerned in the new alliances; for the greateft monarchs
here in the Weft marry only for profit and advantage,
to fortify themfelves by a clefer union with the houfe ta
which they are allied ; whereas our eaftern princes only’
indulge their paffions in the choice of their wives, ad-
mitting none to their embraces but the moft exquifite
beautics that can be found ; and where they once pitch
their fancy, they neither regard riches, honour, or any
other recommendation, fave what their love fuggefts, be-
ing themfelves inexhauftible fountams of wealth, nobility,
and good fortune, to-all who have the happinefs to be in
their favour.

‘They fcorn to fell themfelves, and proftitute the glory
of their diadem to a foreign prince, for the fake of a
little gold, and much more trouble, with a proud female
whom perhaps they never faw : Yet this is the common
pra&ice among the princes of the Nazarene belief, who
confider not, that inftead of a wife, a partner of their
empire, and a friend, they often entertain a faske, a trai-
tor, an enemy ; efpecially if (he be a woman of wit and
" intrigue, as moft of them are. This made the now queen.
mother, the relift of Lewis XIILI. {ufpeéted by her huf-
band, and the prefent Queen of France is under the like
circumitances ; and it will always be fo where princes
match themfelves after this manner, and cannot debar
their wives from holding a fecret correfpondence with the
‘family from which they defcend.

Affuredly the Ottoman politics are the moft- refined
and fecure of any ia the world, our religion moft holy,
and our morals moft found ; which three are evident figns
that God has raifed up this facred empire to fubdue all
the nations on carth, and bring them to the faith of his
divine unity.

Paris, gth of the 11th Moon, of the Year 166s.

Vol V1. D



74 . LETTERS WRITTEN BY Veol. VL

IXN«-Tb Cara Havy, Phyfician to the Grand Signior.

IAM,now,in amy chamber, by a glowing fire, wanting
npthing, that can comfort .a reafonable man; whilft I
hear the winds whiftling, the fnow driving upon my win~
dows, and the bollow voices of the watch proclaiming a
night little lefs cold than that lafting one they feel in the
arélic circle once a-year. Yet I with myfelf in a plain,
or on the top of fome high mountaia, where I might feel
Nature in the moft rigid of all her humours, I love
variety, and it is a paia to be confined to pleafure it{clf,
when it is all of oac kind, or what I am uisd te.
, It is to thee, my dear Hali, I owe this thought, when
you told me once, as we were walking together ia the
cemetery of Sultan Solymants mofque, « That man &
made for all things.”

I .remember the elegance and force of meafon mth
which you explained your fentimeats, upen a. lofs whick
L had then fuBlained by fhipwreck, comforting me with
this reflection, that all the gains on egrth are only bur-
dens ; all the riches, hoaeurs, pleafurce, and whatfoever
is defired by mortals, are but fo many clogs to tic us
fafter to this kittle narrow globe, which we are bor te
trample on as our footftool,

. All this is true ; but I confider farther, tl:at the oc-
curicaces of this life ought to be received with indiffer--
ence, -and we fhotid be as cheerful in a prifondsina
palace, becaufe nothing can-happen to us which was pot
dixcrecd by fate. Methinks I ceuld go as freely to tor-
ments in a jult caufe, as to a fumptoous bangquet ; 1
could. Gmile at the malice of my perfecutor, and trivinph
over the vain executioners, when I 'fee themn fweat ac
their iahuman toil, and yet can never have their wilks of
a foul caft in fuch a mould as mine, whatever they may
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do with my body; though they excruciate me with a
thoufand inventions of cruelty, though they reduce me
to athes, yet they cannot rob me of my reafon ; neither
fire, nor fword, ner rack, nor any other inftrument of
barbarons rage, can hort my thoughts ; I thall Rill have
the power of med?tatmg, in fpite of them all, and Y-
eftecm that the fpecific happinels of a ‘rational creatntre.
There s no fach thing as pleafure or pain, but what our
opinion makes fo: I have tried to handle fire; I have -
grafped hot buming coals in the palm of my hand, with
which I now write ; the devouring element foon faftened
on my fkin, and cat its way through into my flefh, whil®
T was bufy in contemplating its nature and effects, with.
out being concérned-in any fernfe of pain ; I kept a tight
rein, and cutbed my foul ; 1 held it within compafs, and
would not fuffer it to winch, or lafh, or flounce out of
itfelf, or defcend into my body, to refcué the part affet-
od, or be concerned at its gricvances ; but, when I re-
fle€ked on the inconveniences that might follow, and-that
7. wrould hinder -me from ferving the Grand Signior and’
my friends, I threw the coals away, well fatisfied that ¥
had made the experiment without prejudifing my ra['on,
or falling mto any paffion unbecommg a man.

I take as much pleafure in fufting us in eating or
drinking,. in labour 2s in reft, in watching as in fleep ;
there is no excdly-or contratiety in nature, which does not
afford me as much delight as medioctity, or theé golden
mean itfelf; I frd guft- in every thing that happens to"
me,-and this I take tobethepmpcrpa.rtofa muﬁd
man, or of encirefigned to Gud. B

et this hinders wwe ‘not from buftling in the wodd,'
and profecuting my bufinefs with alaority and fome ea-
gemels. 'We are born for aftion, -and not wholly for -
thooght: it ie & mixed life we areto lead on earth ; bt

p2 .
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whea I fail of my end of defired fuecefs in any under
taking, I am not troubled, confidering I was born to en-
counter evil as well as good in this mertal flate.

Inall that I have faid, I do not pretend to the cele-
brated apathy of the floics ; I feel pleafure and pain
from the fame-objefts which thus affe® other men, but
I feel them with .indifference, not fuffering my under
fanding and judgment to pamcxpate wnt_h my paffion
and-fenfe.

I have perceived myfelf fometimes in agonies, which I
thought exa&ly anfwered the charafler of thefe which
dying perfons fecl, .and I belicve they were in a degree
the very fame; yet I found ne panic fears upon me, no
dread of that amazing change, but rather certain blbom.-
ing hopes, young, tender, fpringing joys, avifing from
the thoughts of a new life, the unavoidable effe& of that
which we call death, wherein I promifed myfelf the ples-
fure of frefh enjoyments and dxvafnms to vdm:h I was
‘wholly then a ftranger. -

If thou thinkeft this too extravagant, ané that death
is not a proper objeét of our withes, yet thou wilk at
“leat acknawledge that it may furaifh us with fufficient
:arguments of content and acquiefcence, fince-no man can
avoid it ; and .it, is fare to entertain us with novclties,

. which we never were acquainted with before, which re-
.commends it under.a very defirable figare,.becanfe human
aature perpetually. covets new things.

I have feen porfons condemned to death here in Pans,
-who - have been offered life on certain conditions not

W agresing. ..with . their. humour ; yet have refufed it, and

.wather chofe death, ‘which they knew would free them
at once. from .all their prefent troubles. And thou know-
weft with-what. refignation -our greateft baffas fubmit their

necks to the executioners, when the Grand Signior thinks
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fir to call for their lives. All that they reply to the
fatal mandate is, % The will of my ‘fovereign lord -be
done.” They at once.gather up all the ftrength of
their fcattered reafon, and fhrink their.dilated fouls to a
point ; then with a redoubled force, they fhake off theit
inclinations to honours, riches, and the pleafures of this
life, as a man roufes from a long dream or trance; with
fmiles, and a profouud fubmiffion they kifs the roysl
firme, being awakened to the thoughts of more illuftrioys
and ferene joys.than this grefd earth affards, even to the
incffable pleafures of Eden, the fure reward of thofe that
dic it abedience and peace; fiace they are.10'be efteem-
ed martyrs, as- well as thofe who meet death dn the field
.of the facred combat, in the war for our holy faith,
- Oh! that it were my lot'thus to expire in honour, to
Bhavemy lat bréeath mixed with the devout afpirations
aund fuffrages of true believers, that o my example might
.edify others, and the public charater of an untainted
loyalty might benefit myfelf ; whill fame -proclaimed it
before my arrival at the invifible regions, to prepare the
ghofls of juft men to bid me welcome, and give me'a
kind reception, who am yet whally a firanger in thofe
parts of the world ; for death itfelf canriot banith me out
of the univerfe, and there is my haft comfort, .
‘Thou, my dear phyfician, wilt conclude I am melan-
choly by this kind of difcourfe; but I tell thee it*is
only another way of expreffing the fecret pleafure and
tranquillity of my foul, which is more to be valued by
him that enjoys it, than all the laughter and extravagant
mirth in the world: Thefe only rufiie our paffions) and:
raife a duft:in our eyes; whereas the other compofe and
purify our reafon, giving us a conftant -profpe@: of things
paft, prefent, and to come ; fo that we can never be at @
D3
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" lofs, but dvmys nadrc@ippcdforthe worft cutngc-
cies. Hali, adieni .

Paris, 15th of the yath Mnon,_ of the Year ré61t.

X —T0 the fame.

"Tuz court of France in all things endeasours to imitate
the amient grandeur of .the Roman emperors and their
policy : As they had their amphitheatres, whereon were
exhibited all forts of fhows and fpe@acles to divert the
people in time of peace, fo have thefe their thestses,
whereon, according to the more aceeptable mode of the

poefest age, .arc: reprefeated the various kinds of wirtwe -

and vice, men’s follies and perfeQions, modern humours
and the ancient morality, intrigues of love and of Rate,
furprifiog afions of war, and the fubtle overtures of
peace, the tyranny of.foveraigns and vebellion of fubje&ay
in fise, whatfoever is treated of in-bonks, is here aled
to the life on the flage, and with fo much advastage -of
{cenes, interludes, mufic, dasces, lagguage, wit, bumowr,
-and. the like charming cirqumitances, that a map at famse
hours capnot betver pafs away his time than in being poo.
fent. at thefe entextainments, where all that, he: has nezd,
cikbes. in .aucient- or modern biftory, delerving nemark,
{hall be fucceflively prefested to his view, as cfficaciculy
as if the perfoss were now liviag and in ,nftna,r-hﬁs
aftions each play deferibes. .

There you thalk be introduced; as # were, into d-
cawst and camp of the grand Cyrus; yon-~fhall .accome
pany Alexander the Great in his expeditions through
_ Bdia ;. you fhall fee him die. of poifon at Babylon, and

sbe Macedonian empire cantonifed among his officerss
you fhall behold all the Roman Cafars io their rife and

]
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fall, with whatfoover particulasities were obfcrwable ia
this or any other renowned monarchy on earth, aot ex-
<luding the lafk and mofk univerfal empire of the Otso-
maos ; for thefe infidels prefume to a& over again the
part of Tamerlane, and lead about in dramatic triumph
the encaged, yet fill invincible Bajaget : In habits which
only become the deftined conquerors of the world, thefe
Baves.dare perfesate the glorious Solyman, Mehomet the
Gruat, the viQorious Selim, and ¢ven Ammrat himfeld,
the &onteft emperar thay qrer reigned, l.nmnhcuuk,
of our prefent fovereign. :

Befides true hiflory thes teptefuud, the fpcaaton
arc fometimes diverted with fabuleus eatries of gods;
nymphs, fawoe, fatyrs, mufes, graces, monfters, and whate
fosver we find in the aucicat poets.

These you fhall fee Prametheus fetching five from hea-
ven, to give life to his man of clay ; Lycaon transformed
into @ wold, for his wnhefpitable carriage to Jupiter s Ga.
symede faatched. up into heavea by an. eagle, and made
Jupitar’s cup-beaser, for liis imgular beauty. It is ples-
fant allo to fee Phrixus, with his fiker Helle, fwimming
over the Hellefpont on the back of a ram, with a golden
fieece, whillk fhe for fear falls off, and is drownod ; and
frora her name (Helle) that fen is fuppefed to be fo call-
¢d ; In the mean while, Phrixus fwims forwasd, and ar-’
rives at Colchis, where he facrifices the ram, and hangs
the golden ficece up in the temple, which was afterwards
fiole away by Jafon and his Argonauts. It is equally di-
verting to fec the artifice of the feenes and machines,
which reprefent Jupiter transforming himfelf inte a.fhow-
er of gold, and fo defcending into Danae’s lsp, when he
begets Perfeus on her, who Yubdued the Gorgons, rand
with. Medufa’s head turned the Cephen nobles: into: fis.
tues : In a word, all the ingenious fitions of. Orphems,,

D4
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Homer, Hefiod, Ovid, and the refl of the Greeck and
‘Roman poets, are here tranflated, not fo much from one
Janguageé to anoth:r, as from words to a&ons, and from
“dead-inanimite charallers to living figures of the things
themfelves ; for thefe fort of plays are acted by men,
women, and children, colled out snd educated for that
purpafe ; and the managers arc at a vaft charge for va-
tiety of proper fcemes and dreffes for every occafion, each
a&or being exaétly apparelled according to the different
quality of perfons reprefented, and the mode of the age
and country wherein they lived.

Thefe forts of divertifements are very agreeable both
to the court and c:ty The king takes great delight in
them, efpecially in ballets and paftorals, ‘which confit
chiefly of good fongs and dences, mixed with bold and
uacouth entries of. antiques, reprefenting monfters and
devils, as the Chriftians ufually deferibe them.

But there was lately a chieck given to their fport, by
an accident whieh has furprifed all people that -heard -of
it, and has puzzied the moft intelligent heads to gue an..
account of fo ftrange an océurrences - -

On the 1gth of this moon, the king and the whole
court were prefent at'a ballet, roprefenting the grandeur
of the Frerich monarehy : About the middle of -the en-

" tertainment, there was an antique dance, performed by
twelve malqueraders, in the fuppofed forms of demons ;
“but-before they had advanced far in their .dance, they
found an’ interloper amongft them, who, by increafmg
-the number to thirtcen, put them quite out of their mea-
fures ; for they praflife every ftep and metion before:
> hand il tiey are'perfeft>: :Being abathed, therefore,. at
ithé -unavoidable ‘blunders the -thirteenth antique made
shem commiitj they flood-ftill kike fools, gazing at one
';'tlotber,~ aone daring to.unmalk: or fpeak a ward, for that

‘e
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would have put all the {peRtators into a diforder and con~
fufion. Cardinal Mazarini (who was the chief: qoptsiyer
of thefe entertainments, to divert the king from-more fg-
rious thoughts) ftood clofe by the young .monarch, wish
a fcheme of the ballet in his hand ; kuowiag, thereforey
that this dance was to confift but of twelve antiques, and
taking notice that there were aluglly thirteen,. at firft
imputed it to fome miftake; but afterwards, when he
perceived the confufion of the dancers, and that they
€ould not proceed, he made a more narrow inguiry iato
the caufe of this diforder : To be brief, they convinced
the cardinal that it could be no ¢rror of theirs, hy.a kind-
.of .demontftration, in that they had but twelve antique
dreffes of that fort, which were made on purpofe for this
_particular ballet, whereas the thirtcenth dancer was dif-
. guifed after the fame mauner ; thercfore they concluded
that either the devil, or fomebody clfe, had put a trick
on them. That which made it feem the greater myftery
- was, that when they came bchind the fcenes to uncafe,
. and examine the matter, they found but twelve antiques,
whereas ou the ftage there were thirteea.. )

The precifer fort of bigots gave it out for certain that
the devil was amongft them, whilft others more probably
fay it was only fome envious or amkitious dancing-mafier,
who was either refolved to be revenged for not being oge.
of.the twelve, or defigned to fhow his pasts iscogwite. a-
gaintt another oppartunityy and in the interim fet the
court a-wondering at his fingular fkill and dexterity; for
4t was obferved-that one of the thirteen far furpaffed al.l
the reft, and did things to a miracle.

- Be it bow it will, it has brought to memery a paﬂ'agc
that happened on the like eccafion, at. a town not far
fmx_n Paris, about ¢ighteen years ago; yet it was not
half fo. mycli talked of then as it is now, which was whe:

b3



al

% LETEERS WRITTEN BY Vol.. VL

reafon I took no noticg of it in any of my letters: But
now they are big with it ; it is the general difcontfe of
alk companies, who make comparifon of that event with
thie: P&hupnt wmnot bennphd'ant to thee to kneow
f TR

In the ynr 1644, tmd ﬂxc latter end, 2 company
of flage-players were at & place called Vitry, entertaiging
the people with comedies 3 but there happened fomething
really tragical to one of the aftors. This man was to
perfarm the-part of one.dead, and then he was to-revives
agais by amagic. He alled his part teo traly, and Baffled
the secromaneer’s art 3 for when he touched him with
ks taliman, as the rules of the play reguired, in order
o his: refarreQion, themnmautnak could mot obey.
The man was dead indeed.

Wiether he evesirained himfelf in um:atmg the ﬂmt,
i}, and irrecoverable privations. of that paffive flate, and:
gave his flippery foul a &rong temptation, with a fair op~
Ppertanity to efcape’its bonds, ‘or whether Heaven bad 2
particular hand in fo remarkable a cataftrophe, I will not:

fume: to divine ; bus this and the other occurrence has

ot the pebple quite out of conceit with: plays.

Sage Hali, remember the Arabian provesh, which fays,

- # 1t is.ngt good-so jeRt with God, death, or the devil ;

fow the fick noither can nor will he mocked, the: focond:

mecks all ‘men orie tithe os-other, and the thisd puts. aw

eternal farcalm.en thofe thag are too familiar: with . him.2*
* Pasie, 30th of the 2t Moo, of the. Yeir 1662,

. . t PR TR N
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XI. --‘Ta Dcn £r OcLou.

Gvo unravel my foul, reverfe my faculties, tum myw
sure infide out, make me a-monfter of:a mew prédicament;
or annihilate me, which he pleafes, if I am not true to6.
my truft; yet the minifters of the Poste fofpet mie. .}

By the thoughts of Mahomet our holy lawgiver;.whillk -
he was climbing the boundlefs heights of the firmament;
I have a heart like the Roman Curtius, who bravety leap-
ed mto the fathomiefs abyfs to fave his country from ruiny
‘They miftake Mahmut, who think he will be. pimped ont:
of his loyalty by frowns or fmiles, flatteries or threats,.
gold or tostures.” ‘I wouldrun the rifk of damnation
felf to ferve my fovereign, or do any thing becoming %
man of homour ; yet my fuperiors ufe me.like a villain or
a‘traitor ; their letters are full of reproaches and. thireat-
enings, as if I were not worthy to live. It s flrange té.
me whence all-this malice fliould proceed 3 and thwe aftety
¥ have done and foffered all that could be -expe&@eéd from
a muffulmaan in my poft, to demonftrate my incorrupeible:
fidelity to.the Grand Signior, I thould ftill be perfecuted:
as a Tiafer, 'and enemy to the Ottoman intereft, I- know,
net what to think of it..

If I have done any thing whieh deferves death or fin2
prifoxment, why do they not fend for me.vo Conflatitict .
nople; and execute juftice on-me ? Orif Eam not. thoughe:
fit ro-tontinue any longer ia this poft, 'why do. they not:
call for my commiffion, and give it to fomebody bettef
qualified ? - Either of thefe would be a merciful procgeds
ing, compared with the more eruel and ignominious.way
they have invented to murder me ; for now they put me
to a lingering death, by continually corroding and waft-
ing the peace of my foul, which is my life, with con-
tempts and reproaches. '

26
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s 1.am aot-at all troubled when they tax me with athe.
ifm, or fay I am a Kyfilbafchi, a libertine, a Chriftian, a
heathen philofopher, or when they are .pleafed.to make
a. wonfter of me, a mongrel gallimaufry, a. walking
hodge-podge, compounded of Jew, Turk; Nazarene, and
Epicure ; in loading me with thefc opprobrious titles, they
rank me with fome of the greateft mortals, and engage
even our lioly prophet himfelf to efpoufe my caufe, and
vindicate my reputation, fince he is in thefe very terms
blafphemed by the followers of Jefus, thofe infidels fos-
getting that their own Meflias was after the like manner
traduced by the Jews, who called him impoftor, magi-
cian, heretic, devil, and I know not what.- This has
been the lot of all holy men and prophets, to be envied

-and afperfed by the grandees of the nation and age where-

in they lived, becaulc they boldly reproved their vices,
and taught them the fincere maxims of virtue, both by
word and example ; and though I have not vanity encugh
to lit myfelf in the number of prophets or perfe&t men
yet I have reafon to conclude, that all this perfecutios
is raifed againft me on aceount of the liberty I take te
reprehend the errors and failingg of thofe who are flaves
to the Grand Signior as well as I, though I hawe been
commanded to do this by the moft auguft minifter of the
empire. But great men in power love not to .be told of

" their faults ; they would live arbitrary as fovereigns, withe

qut the leaft check or controul ; they will rather-cherith
a thoufand flatterers and fycophants, than fuffer one on-
genes to live. .

. But that which vexes me moft is, that they glance up-
an me io fome expreffions, as if I were falfe to the truft
which is sepofed in me.; a crime for which I ever had an
savincible abhasrence,: and which would fooner sempt me
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a thoufand times to die thin ‘to be oneelg#dey ofl it.
“Thou knowelt. my temper, and 1 need fay no more. !+

I thould have butlt with grief and indignatign had I °
mot given my refentment this vent, -and that to a friend,
who, by knowing my affliction, takes.one hal{ of is.-fob
his own fhare, and fo I am-eifed. - : i

" Paris, 2d of the 4th Mo‘on, of the Year 1662.
. N - 3

~p

XII.—Ta Asranim Evt Zeip chr, Pr:a:b:r m tE‘e

Seraglio. h

Tnu have a proverb here in thc Wdt,. .wh’ich fays,
¢ All is not gold that glifters ;" and it is frequently.ve-
rified in their own priefts, who aze gcneuﬂy the. greateﬁ
hypocrites in the werld.

. I had not been:long in this city. befor: I fent a lettu
to Bedredin, fuperior of the: dervifes of Cogai in Natolia
{whofe foul is:now with God), whercin I'gave him as
=ccount of the converfe I once had with a Jefuit ; fom,
pretending to be a ftudent, and retaiaer to the clergy, I
could not avoid the company of ecclefiattics ;. befides, . it
was my intereft to infinuate into their acquaintance, and,
ta tell the truth, I have made:it a great part.of my bufi-
nefs to gain a-familiasity - with-: pneﬁs and dervifes cvu'
&nce I came hither., : '

. There was abmdante ofxtcafon for ﬂm on. fevcral a
mnnts for I improved myfelf much by:the fociety of
thofe amongft them that are learned, and I edified not
liztle by the very ignomance.and follies of .others: From
fome I fqueezed out fecrets of fate, agd the defigns of
cabals ; by athers I penetrated.into the myfterioas: vices
of their own order ; Jda a wesd,. all of them - taught. me

1.
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femething or other whish I knew not ‘before, and I ne-
ver had vecalion to repent of ketping thém company. -

Feontralied » partiular friendfhip with an honeft friar
ortwo in this. givy, ' who wese perfons of candour and
Jearning, ‘but now they are dead ; befides, I have had no
fmall intimacy with Cardinal Ricklieu- sad bis. fuceeffor
Mdzarini. I tejl thee, . if I had not coveted the fgiend-
fhip. of thefe princely priefts, yet it had been impoffible:
" 1o efcape their knowledge, as obfeure a figure as I make;
for & was their canftant praélice thus to feek out all the
firangers and travellers in this city, under pretence of that
great regavd they bad for men of merit, but in reality to
pump out of them foreign fecrets. :

Cardinal Richliev profefled a great kmdncfo to me, be-
eaafe I had been at Conftantinople, and in other parts of
the Grand Signior’s dominions ; he feemed alfo to valwe
e not-a little for my tkill in interpreting Greek, Scla-
vomic, and other languages of the Eaft : What he thought
of.me - his heart I cannot -divine, but. have reafer to
think be fufpe@ed me for a muffulman ; and yet I wont-
der. he ucver fearched for the main proof, the mark of:
eircumcifion : Perhaps it was an effe® of his good nas
ture, wy being losth to roin me irrecoverably ;- but I ra-
ther aferibe it to Pravidence, which weuld net fuffer him, .
it-may be, to make fo fats a refle@ion ;. yet by his'on
der, fome years ago; ¥'was imprifoned  for' fix moonse-.
What the meaning of it was I corld never dive into but
¥ had a fhrewd jealoufy of a certain Tranfylvanian reff-
dent at this court; who perhaps might' do e fome ill of.
fices. Fhe world is like a lottery, wherein we muft ex.
pe& to meet with-many untacky chances.

By whit- T bive faid, thou wilt - enfily pendn, that”
tliwghtke pmh niake & fair funHance of ymy,

Ve

¢
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fieation, and-other scligious ivirtiies, yet thop are gesst
bufy-bodics, and wholly taken up.in fecular affsirs. . . .y
1£ this were the worft charafler’ they - defexve,. they
mnight pafs for wery good mes, and neccfiary. infiruments
of the public welfare, becaufe they have the tutclage and
guardianthip of all men’s confcieneces ; they farm. them ini
their youth, and gavern them in their ripeft years; be:
fides, they have many advantages of fludying she pelitics
more than other men, as being all educated i the acade-
mirs, where, if they be not very dull, they cannot £z of
becoming good hiftorians, aad indifferent Ratefmen ; for
their libraries abound with all mannér of anciént and mos
demn writers, and their converfation is generally. sefined
and pregnant in intrigues.
Butth:yommptthmlamngmthdfcmnm
which they borrow from an intolesable pride and: fenfuar
Lity, perfuadiag themfelves that' they are as far. abose er
ther men, that is, the laity, as thofe are above the beaftay
thiat God has beftowed on them 2 dignity fuperior to thak
of the greateft temporal monarchs ; and, in fine, that
this carth is a paradife, u&thnﬂmdngodaandhﬂ
oht '
fpcakuthsuuoftthampmh,u-
daﬁmdncmmthwtuﬂn&m: Thereare fome good
and holy men amonght them, perfons of unblepitbed mens.
ners and incorrupt fincerity ; but thefe are very waze, and.
the French pricits are cftcemed the moft fincese of anp

 within the pale of the Reman church. Do

As far the Italian clergy, they ant mere kibentines, the,

moft debauched agd profligate fellows in the wasld. .. .

Adonai the Jew, & hite private. agent--of she. Grand;

Signior, -bhum"unpaddoanu.hde

ly; and refided a confiderable time i the chief oiics and;

towns of note, made many curious obfervations and re-
3



» . LETTERSWRITPRN 8Y  Vol. VL

marks on-the lives of the prigfts,. whish he fct .down im
his journal. - This I have by me now, it being fent me,
mordmg {o.my defire, after his.death, by Zeidi. Ala-
menzis. Bis fucceffor-in thas flation, -who is at ptcfcnt at
Vepicas -, -

. Thave pprufed this relation myfelf with no fmall plea-
fye, amd: belicve it will not be unwelcome to thee tp give
thee an abfira&t of what he fays.

- It ia poflible he may exaggerate fome thmgs, and. de-
hr_es himfelf too partially in others, out of the natural
and inheront averfion the Jews have for the. Chyiftians 5
Put thou wilt find, that in the maia he iofifts- only on
fech nefleQioas as it becames any man to make whe has
the leaft fpark of common mprality and reafon.

. In the fisft place, he finds fault with the ecclefiafkica,.
Mhat they abftain from marriage themfelves, yet recom-
mend that ftate to the laity as a very holy facrament and -
myftery of religion, whilft they indulge themfelves at the
fame time in all manaer of lafcivioufnefs, wallowing ir
fornication, adultery, inceft, and fodomy itfelf. He fays
there-is hardly one prictt in ten who does not keep two
or three harlots, and the moft reclufe dervifes are either
pirops to other men’s lufts, or they indulge their own
with. the moft infamous courtezans and catamites. Thefe
pretenders to perfeftion and fandlity are often found maf-
querading and revelling about the fircets in the time of
the caraival, with a company of whores for their attend.
ants ; nay, all the year round their monafteries are no

ather than flews or brothcl-houfes ; they introduce wo-
amen into their cells in a monaftic habit, aad fo they pafs
for men, who come to vifit them as friends, relations, or
travellers.. Thefe ladies of pleafure lic thus concealed for
amany days and nights.together ; and the fuperior of the




Book I T ASPE At PARSi . O %%

convent winksat tlifs-for: 2 little money, bemg moft comm
monly as bad as any of them: i ;

Thefe holy fathers go marching and ﬂouchmg aldng
the ftreets in the moft mortified manner irhaginable;. yoa
would take them for perfet fantones and idiots ; yet: ‘this
is 411 but mummery, whilft they are the moft glozing hy-
pocntcs in the world, mere devils ina city 'and-‘ #hound-
mg in wicked thoughts and pradtices; - ‘oo -3

“~Adonai tells a pleafant flory of a young modakic of
8t. Dominic’s order at Rome : This monk was¢* of ‘noble
extraltion, and his parents were very vich “and ‘péwerfid
in the city, on which accourt he was indulged in- ‘man§
liberties denied to the reft of his religious brethren : H
was permitted to carry good quantities of gold-ahd:filvet
about him for his perfonal expences, arid to wear:a fecue
Iar habit fuitable to his birth and quality 5 but thislibes
ty had like to have proved ﬁt’al to him one mgb! durng
the carnival. i
- It was late, and very dark, when thu religwus' buily
was beating the fireets upon the hunt: for -whores, and
walking under certain piazzas near the river' Tiber, he
was accofied by a woman mafked and in a very good
drefs, who fpoke to him frankly, afking him the way-td
I! Rotunds. ‘This is the name of a charch in Romie, de-
dicated to all the faints : ‘In the time of the Gentiles, it
‘was called Pantheon, or The Temple of all the Gods.
‘The monk being in one of his rambling €quipages, and
this inclinations equally bent on pleafure; having-"alfo an
hundred florifis about him, prefently made anfwer," Fie
“would conduher:to the place the inquired for: She,
after fome counterfeit'effays of a modeRt repulfe, at length
‘accepted his offér, "and by the way he perfuaded her inte
a taverh : "The cunhitg nymphmatiaged -het hulinefs fo
“well, that the monk, overheated with wine, and other
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eafily entettainnicata, grew-fo-in-tove with her, that he
forgot (he.was to go to the Panthean, and offered to’ wait
ea ber hame : Skt afeepted: the mativs, and telling” him
her houfe was feated cn. the banks of the Tiber, they rer
turned the fame. way as they came. -

Whea they airived at the piazgas where they Gaft met,:
theee pecfons appeared muffled up in cleaks, two of which
fuddenly {cized the monk, holding their poniarde at his
breafk, whilft .the third difelefing the hidden light of a
dark. lantern- which he held in kis basds, faftencd. om the
lady,: and made her uamatk : As foon as he faw her fave,
be . flamped. and xaved, menaced and fweore he would be
the deathof that villain who kad debavched his wife. Al
this wae bt a forelaid defign: In a werd, after all the
perts of an. abufed, incenfed, revengeful hufband; ached to
tha life,: at laft, through the interceflion of the two- ather
mffians; and the monk’s penitent and fubmiffive addsefs,
it waa concluded to {pare his life, and only ftrip hisa na-
ked, leawing him in that condition to feck his fortune
among the watch,

. This was.foon put in execution, and the frecboaters,
with all their prey, fecurely marched off. The peer
monk, thus mifarably abandoned, without garments, mon
oey, or any thing to comfort him in his calamity, or to
bribe. the watch, gave himfelf over to. melanchely and'
Qefpair, in regard this accident would biing an eternsl
sofamy on him, and he fhould be ne longer able to fhow
his face in Rome, the feat of his nativity, nor among any
of his kindred and friends. Sometimes he thonght to'
dvown himfelf in. the Tiber, or elfe to counterfeit a
phrenzy, and forrun bawling,drivelling; and talking son.’
fenfe thraugh the ftreets, hoping: the reft would never be
divelged.

Whillt he was in thefc pcnﬁve thoughts, mefolute wlat
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ta_do, the watcls, walking: their rounds, boited upen bim
on.a fodden, and fecing a najed ‘man at thax time of
might- in.fach a folitary place, at firt were flarticed as
though they had met 2 ghofl, but secelleéting themiclves
better, they boldly feized his perfon, and examincd bow:
ke came in that condition.

.+ It was in vain for him to beg,. entrat,aldpmmx{e amy
thing if they -would' not expofe him to open fhame ; this
did but increafe their curiofity and fufpicion. In e word,
the place of their rendezvous being very near the fame
tavera where this unfortunate monk ‘had regaled his
ftrumpet, they led him thither, and kept him prifoner till
the moming. He that kept the boufe remembered hie

- face again, and knowing that the governor of Rome had
a fecret enmity againft the monk and all his race, fent him
private intelligence of this adventure, encouragisg him
to take this opportunity of revenge, hinting witbal that
he need not take notice that he knew the monk, but only
pnldh him-as an ordinary fellow bseaking the laws of lhﬂ
city.

The governer, glad of this occafion, when the monk
was brought befgre him, ordered him to be whipped
through the very fireet where his monaftery flood : This
was-done accosdingly, and as he pafled by the gate, his
brethxén, feeing him in that condition, ruthed out and
refened him from the executioner’s hands, breathing re
venge againlt the governor, and all that -were concerned.
in putting thia difhonour on their houfe and the whole’
arder. :

I muft be forcedto break off before I have informed

thee.of half their tricks, left I fhould tire thee. with the

length of my letters; befides, it is meceffary for me to
conclude, unlefs I would mifs my opportunity, for the

poit targies for 1o man, .
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Venerable Hadgi, live thon to enjoy the ferene plea-
fures of virtue and innocence, .and pray for Mghmut that
he may never be ftained with the.corruptions and vices
of infidels among whom he refides.

" Paris, 18th of the sth Moon, of the year x662.

XIIL~To the Csavs, Bafs.,

Te French king’s genius feems altdgethcr bent on
martial and politic affairs, and though he allows fome
moments to his love, yet the greateft part of his time ia

. confecrated to the neceffary affairs of ftate, and to the

improvement of military difcipline. This has béen his
courfe ever fince the death of Cardinal Mazarini : 'This
minifter, whilt he was living, endeavoured nothing fo
carnefly as to divert the young monarch from minding
bufinefs, by plays, ballets, and other {oft entertainments ;
but, as foon as he was dead, the king began by degrees
to forfake his youthful recreations, and: look 1 into the af-
faire of his government. -

The firft bold ftroke of regal authority which he § gave,
was the fupprefling the fuperintendant of the finances, a
very ancient office in France, but much abufed of Lite by
thofe who have enjoyed it ; for, having thé managemeit
of the royal revenues, it has been found cut that they
embezzled them to their own private ufes, purchafing
houfes, ¢aftles, towns, and the faireft eflates in the kmg
dom, for them and their pofterity. -

The laft in this office was the Sieur Fouquet, who,
bcﬁdcs the wafte -he made of the king’s money in this
kind, was laying up an exsraordinary provifion of arms .
and powder in Bellifle, a fea-port of France, which gave
the king fo great a fufpicion of his ill defigns, that he
went in perfon after him as far as Nantes, and being therg
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farther inforrhed of a ptivate correfpondencé held between
the Sieur Fouquet and fome malcontents of Cardinal de

. Retz’s party, he canfed hith to be arrefted, and fent pn-
foner to the Wood of Viticiennes, from whence he has
fince been brought to the Baftile. This was done in the
ninth moon of the laft year, and was the occafion of
erefting a new chamber of juftice, to inquire into the
condu& of thofe who were employed by Fouquet in the
management of the finances.

The great difcoveries this chamber has already made of
the cheats and tricks pradifpd by thofe through whofe
hands the king’s revenues have paffed, will'it is thought
move the king ro eftablith it as a perpetual and fovereign
court of inquifition ; fo that not the value of an afper
fhall henceforth be paid out of the royal treafury without
the approbation of this chamber. He has alfo retrenched
many fuperfluous offices-in his houfehold, that he may the
more gafily fuppert the charges of thofe that are neccf-

Thou wilt better comprehcnd the wifdom of tliis prince
when .thou fhalt know that he trults nothing abfolutely
to his minilters, but pries into every thing himfelf : He
examines matters of the fmallet moment as narrowly as
the moft important corcerns ; he makes daily reforma-
tions among his domeftic fervants, and néw-models beth
‘the army and the ftate, which is alfo no fmall argument
of his courage, and the greatnefs of his {pirit; in that he
dares contradi® the methods of all his progenitors, take
the frame of this mighty government as it were to pieces,
and having mended every thing that was amifs, join -it
together again, but after a pattern wholly depending oft
his own judgment. This has afténithed the greateft
flatefmen of the age, who confider the boldnefs of the
padertaking, and yet cannot find one falfd fiep in his

-, .
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wmeafures ; For whereas formerly the princes of the blood,
the officers of the ftate, the governors of provinces, with
other-grandees; have given frequent trouble torthe kings
of Framce, and sot feldom raifed civil ‘war when' any
" thing difgofted them, (fo great was their power, and fo
fmall their dependence on the king) this monareh has,
by a happy efie® of his judgment and refolution, given
fo dexterous 2 turn to the whole fyflem of the public,
that the princes find themfelves more aggrandifed than
ever, the officers of the crown perceive their dignity in-
creafed with new luftre, and, the governors of provinees
exercife a fironger hand ‘over their fubjelts ; yet all of
them .are reduced to an entire dependence on the king
himdelf, not being in a capacity ever to rebak again, whick
is-eficemed a miracle of pohicy. .Ashehas thus gaimed
the point of his fubje@s at home, and elablithedd i
realm in the moft perfe@ economy that can be Magined,
{o he-hms'recovered a particalar hamour abroad, that il
this time has been always d:[putcd between the crowne of
France-and Spain.
It feems an ambaffador. from Sweden ammi -at-the
Englith comt in the 1oth meon of the laft year: The

French .ambaffatior fent his voaches to honeur his public -

entry,. as -is ulual between: friends ;- but the Spanith am
bafladory defigning to affront the French, feat his.coaches
alfo to attend the ceremony, accompanied by his own :der-
vants, aed a rabble of idle perfons whom he had hired on
purpofe ; thefe fell on the French as they were paffing

1

along the Areet, killed feveral of them, and by -foroe -

fopped their coaches till thofe of the Spanifh ambaflador

were got before them, the pre-eminence of place bemg

the: chief thing esthed at,
This was highly refented ut-the French-court, and e.
very botly thought thatafrefh war would break out.agein
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between the two nations on this accoumt. The angry
yousig mowarch commanded the Spanifh ambaffador refi-
dent here to0 depart the kingdom, and when another was
fent to fupply his place, the king forbade him to enter
his deminions.. Complaints were madeat Madrid, and all -
things tended to a rupture; till at Jength the King of
Spain Luving promifed to make fatisfa&ion, his ambaffe-
-dor was reccivedat this court, who affured the king that
bis mafter difavowed the e&ion of his minifter in Eng.
land, and hed pgiven cxprefs command to all his ambafe
fedors to foreign courts not to difpute the- placé with
thofe of France, but te yield it to the latter where they
fhould both be prefent at-the fame entry.. This was de-
clared in the prefence of thirty-foreign minifters refiding’
at this court, which has raifed a vaft reputation -to the
King of France among all-his neighbours, and ftrack the
greater reverence into his fubjefts at home, -

In .2 word, he is looked upon' as the moft fortumate,
prince in Chriftendom, and every ftate courts his friend-
fhip : He gives the law to the reft of Enmpe, yet Te-
maing himfelf arbitrary and above controul. .- -

How- long :his affairs will -contimue :at this- hcrght it
kmown oy to God, who exalts and abafes whom he
pleafes, who is the fole monarch of all things, reiga-
ing for ever, without ‘thc leaft ﬂxadow of rcvolmmn ot
clnage.

Paris, 1ath of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1663.
B XIV.—To the fame. . .

I was late when T fmithed mry other hetter, being the
hour of the devil’s range, when the-infernil fpirits are per-
mitted to air themfelves in this upper world, Methought

vy



94 LETTERS, WRITTRN AY Vol..N B
I heard the classesing-oche-of the gates of paradile, which

are fhut at that feafon to keep out the demons from ea- -
tering and difturbiag the repofe of the bleffed. ‘This

' made me conclude fo abrgpely, leit fome bwfy fosibe of

the dark regians fhould have infexted cvil in my Jetser whill
1 was afleep. I recommended myfelf to God, and weat to
bed.  After two howrs reft awaking, I perceived by -the
crowing of the cocka that the troope of hell were resired
to their den, chafed down by ArQurus and the goardian
conftellations of the South, and by the.angels of the. fo-
cond watch : Then I arofe, and cheerfully addrefled my- -
felf to.God, praifing him for the fuccefive benefits of day
and aight, and extolling his magnificent works . with the
cxquifite arder that he has efiablifhed in the world. Re-
membering alfo that I was a man, and net born to. fleep,

" but to ferve. the Grand Signior:and my friends, I readily
_ fiet pen to paper again to give thee-a farther sceount-of

the French king and his court, with fuch acourrences m
have happened of late.

This monarch is very fingular in his conde@ a-d man.
ner of life, not brooking to be confined to the mazims
of others, but fquaring all his- ations by rales -of his
own ; yet it is difficult to find a fault in his proceedings:
He hears the advice of his cpunfellars and friends, and

“when they have done, he convinces them in many things
* that they are under a miftake, which makes them admire

the force of his reafon, and the readinefs of his wit, e
fpecially when they fce the events anfwering expeQation.
Necither is he altogether fo intent on flate matters, but

-that he fometimes gives himfclf .the diverfion of a familiar

difcourfe with the moft ingenious artifts of all forts, whe
find themfelvgs much improved: by the quicknefs of his
invention, and the folidity of his judgment in the mecha-
nics ; for he is an excellent gunfmith, fwordcutter, arm-
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curamker, and every thing that becomes a king to pro-"
fels. -

He is a good archite&t alfo, -and takes vaft delight in
buildings, having laid the foundations of- feveral magnifi.’
cent ftraQures, palaces of a noble defign, and intended to’
outrie the moft polite and gloricus fabrics of ancient
Greece and Rome; for I tell thee this monarch would not*
willingly come fhort of any of the Cafars.

At the beginning of this year he aggrandifed his court
by a promotion of fixty-two kaights of the Holy Spirit.
1 have often mentioned this order in my letters to the
minifters of the Porte, and thou that haft been in Franceé
knoweft that it is the next ftep to being made peer of
the realm. I fhall only inform thee, that during the ceres’
monics of this lalk promotion, the Dukes of Vendofme and
Longueville had 2 fend about the precedency, which at lafe
was adjufbed in favowr of the former ; in a word, the king’
dedlared the houfe of Vendofme to have a right of priority
before all other princes, and to fucceed in the throne it
felf next after the houfe of Bourbon,

'This is looked upon as a bold - effort of royal power,’
and has flartled all the court : No lefs furprifed were they
to . fee the Duke of Lorraine refign all his efates to the
King of France, refervmg only the poﬂ'cﬁon of tbem
during his life.

- And now the king having weathered the point with all
his enemies, both foreign and domefic, ftudics nothing
roore earneftly, than to divert his queen, and let his fub-
jeds tafte the fweets of peace, the effe® of his matchlefs
fertune, to which even crowned heads ﬁnd themfefves
eampelled to ftoop and fnbmit.

On the fifth of the foregoing moon, by his appoint-
ment, was held a tournament, or caroufal, as thé French-
call it: This ig a fort of exercife on herfeback, in imis

Vol. V1. E
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tation, of ,the anciept manner of fighting-with fpear and
fword. .
. The place wherg they ran was railed gbout, and mag-
nificent chiof¢s ereted for the queen and ladies of the
court to fit in as fpeQators; The divertifement, was very
pompous, and the king was one of the combatants ; the
reft were the Duke of Orleans, the king’s brother, the
Prince of Conde, the Duke of Enguien, fon to the
prince, and the Duke of Guile ; each of thefe led a
+ troop of horfcinto the field; that of the king was ha-
‘bited after the manner of the old. Roman knights ; the
Duke of Orleans’s made a figure like the Perfians ;: the
_ Prince of Conde’s reprefented the Ottomans ; the Duke
of Enguien’s troops were in Indian habits ; and the
Duke of Guife’s appeared like the favages of America.
1t would be too tedious to defcribe’ the particular mag-
aificences of each : Suffice it to fay, that they were all
prodjgioufly majeftic and rich in their equipage : Fhe
courfes alfo they made were brave and full of gallaptry;
but the prize, which was a diamond of great value, was
adjudged to the Prince of Conde by the queen-mother.
One of the former Kings of France loft his Jife at this
‘royal exercife, being run through the eye into the brain,
by the fpear of an Englifh knight, then at the French
court, and one of the combatants ; for which reafon the
* following kings of France forbore to expofe themfelves
.to the like danger ; But this young Mars fears nothing,
- being as venturous and bold as was Sultan Amurat, the
. 'trophies of whefe viGtorious combat with the Perfian
challenger, at the fiege of Babylan, hang up in the trea-
fury to this day, as monumeats of his invincible courage
and ftrength.  Sultan Achmet alfo taok great delight
in throwing the lance with his courtiers in the Atmeidan.
Thefe are fports fit for kings and great generals - nd
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fome of the Roman Cafars themfclves would play the
gladiator.

It is not lawful for me to cenfuré or refle® on the
altions of my fovercign ; but I will tell thee what the
French fay of him by way of contempt ; ¢ That he ne-
ver combated in his own perfon with any thing but ti-
morous hares and hinds.” It makes me bluth to hear
the great emperor of the Eaft thus blafphemed by the
profane mouths of infidels ; and it were to be withed He
would do fome furprifing alion to raife himfelf another
chara@er. I fay no more, but recommend thee toGod_
and the white angel.

Paris, t2:h of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1662.

>
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XV.—%0 Zewor Avamaxzi, a Merchant at PVenjce. |

Tuou hatt obliged me beyond my expeQation, in thit
ample hiftory of thy life which thy letter contains: I
efteem thee not the worfe becaufe thou wert bom of
Chriftian parents, but rather put the higher value on thy
merit, in that, being bred in fuperflition and error, thou
" haft voluntarily embraced the truth, without any profpe&
of advancing thy intereft.

When a man of a noble ftock, born to riches and ho-
nours, bred in foftnefles and delights, and aGually pof-
fefled of a fair eftate, fhall thus abandon his country, his
relations, friends, and acquaintance, with it his native
rights and cnjoyments, purely for ‘the love of God, té.
figning himfelf wholly to the will of deftiny and tle
conduft of providence, withont confulting his own eale
and delight in this world, it s an evident fign of a faiih-
ful heart, and that his integrity is without ftain. :

ALl this, and mich more it feems thou haft &bne, and

£z -
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world, and in paradife.

+“T'am extremely pleafed in reading the various adven-
tures-of thy youth; thy early inclinations to vifit foreign
countties, and thy a&ual travels through Europe, Afa,
ahd-Afiica : 'Phis is the only way to learh true and cortic
pléte wifdom ; for a man edifies a thoufand times moré
by his'own perfonal experience of things, thanby all the
molt elegxn; dcfcrxpnons that can be made by others;
befides, ‘the advantage of becoming expert in the feveral
languages and diale@s of the earth, which he cari ‘never
learn fo perfe@ly in books, as by convetfing with the
firives of each country through which he paffes.

‘Beyond all this, there fs an infinite pleafure in feeing
the variety of obje€is” which every where expofe them.
felves to a traveller’s eye: There is nothing more de:
Yightful to human nature, than to try all things: Man is
cloyed with what is too familiar to him ; the mbft mag:
nificent palace would appear as a prifon to him that weré
alwiys confined to it 5 the greateft fields and moft fhady
graves would afford us no refrefhment, if we had nét
‘hberty to firaggle out of them when'we pleafed. M
is naturally wild as other animals, and it s as’ bad"d¢
déath to be reftrained of his freedom. I had rathet; n?
certdin feafons, range ‘in a wildernefs, all overrun with'
weeds and briars, than in the moft regular and fragrant
ga.rden in the world ¢ I would willingly choofe the fa-

rigue of climbing p 4 high, feep, craggy mouritain, for -

the fuké of a néw and larger profpe&, beforethe eafe of
wilkiifg Wways in ‘a low villey, or even -plain, though
graced Wwith' never fo many inviting obje@s, which muft

alvays- be: the'famé ; fo fulfome are the very pleafum .

we are dafly acc-aﬂomcd to.
'Y doubl¥ xiot but that it was very agrecablc to thee in’

&

]
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thy journeys, when every remove thou madeft.from fage
to ftage promifed thee fomething novel and freth: A,
man in fuch cafes, is apt to think the fun himfelf new,
who has fhined upon him from his nativity ; the air, the
carth, and waters appear not the fame clements.in dif-
ferent places ; or if our reafon convinces us their astuse
is not changed, yet we lock upon them as mafqueraders,, -
cvery day in a new drefs; efpecially when we ge from:
one rcgnon and climate to another, the firangenefs of the
difguifc is heightened : So. infinite ‘a vancty prefents,
itfelf to thofe whe travel.

But gothing affords a .man greater dehght than to be
famiharly acquainted with the differeat habits, laws, cufa
toms, manners, and religions of mortals like himfelf:
To fee them in one part of the world adoring. the fun,
becauﬁ:heﬂtmﬂonthmbntomxa—ym, whillt all the
tqﬁ of the time they are fhpt up in contioual darknefs,
very near being f ftarved with cold, and mnhvg hard. fbifts
to live ; in another, to behold them grimacing, and hear.
thcm:mﬁng that glorious planct. becaufe he is always.
too, near-them, rendering their countries barren,. drying,
up their water, and fcorching their perfons almoft to,
death, muft needs be delightful to.a contemplative man..
And for aught we know, the laughter of Democritus,
mxght be the refult of as good thoughts as Heraclitus’s,
tears: Who woild not fmile to fee fome paying divine.
honours te the {carecrow of their garden, ta a tree, ¥
bog,.a dog, or any thing they firft caft their eyes on in,
the moroing, as théy do in Lapland ? And yet.who can
forbqat to weep, when he fees men profeffing.to b:hevg
the laws of Mofes, and the Meffias, (who both preached,
up the divine unity) pretending to the. pureft. religion in,
the world, and bred in the fiudy of the fciences, worfhip
fiocks and ftones, piCtures and images, nails, rags, benes,.

. x 3.
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bairs, bits-of ald wood, or .any ;thing that their cunning,
priefle pofc upon them as adorable? - .

.* Klappy art thou, Zéidi, who art freed from thefe fu-
perttitions of the Nazavenes, and thrice happy in that
shou balt changed them for the faith umblemifhed, the
daflciaes of truth and reafon, the pra&ices of fincere
ntorality. aud virtue, Thou haft not fhunped a .rock te
fall into a quickfand, nor abandoned idolatry to fink into
atbeilm ; but thou haft efcaped from narrow gulfs and
Rmuits, intp a free and open fea, from the dark fogs and
mifks of frozen Chriftianity to the bright empire .of the.
Ofmans, the fercne company of true belicvers, where
eharity and zeal are ia their genuine and primitive.
warmth., )

‘Bince the time that .thou fislt liftedft up thy finger to
Heayen, aed madeft a confeflion of one God, and Mahomet,
his apole, . none of .the imaums or:majlahs have ever aty
tempted to cincumvent thy reafon with feigned mixacles,
foolith pilgrimages, tales of old women, fitions of poets,
oz ahy holy.frande : Theu. perecivet nothing but down-
ught integrity-in the coenverfation of the faithfil ; wheren
aa.the Chriians, whom thou hatt jultly deferted, have 3
thoufand windings and turnings, foldmga and intricacies
' in their doQrines and lives ; fo that it is almoﬂ: as eafy
for a blind man to walk from Paris fo Conﬁantmople,
fo?thefcmﬂdabtogwpeoutthewaytopandxfe,
through fo many meanders and mazes: They are in-
volved in a perfe& circle of error and vice.

:*Prpife be g0 Gady- who  plasted the moon in the hes-
welysy nid caufes the ftare tv dart their refrefhing rays by
nifht, thow art thappily delivered out of. their fnare
&etuot thy' refidenct- now ‘among them ever. tempt thee
to netprn ' to the-riligions vanities : of : holy trifies, which
have once madesthee fick at the heart. Remember that
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thou Beareft in thy body the mark of a true belfever, the
feal of a great facrament, the charaller of a profound;
myftery, circumcifion, the emblem of purity, by which
thou art more enncbled than by the blood of the Polox
nian lord, thy fathet, which ftreams in thy veins ;' for
nbw thou art incorporated into thé fotiety and lineagé .
of Ibrahim, the illuftrious patriarch, and friend of God,
confider that thou art as it were ingrafted into the-gloris
ous flock of the Ifnmaclites, born to fubdue all thingé,
and in the determined time, to poffefs the empire of the
univerfe. * Thou haft the honour alfo to ferve the Grand
Stgttior, lord of the climates and feas, majeftic heir of
the Ottoman‘houfe, thadow of God on earth.

Hold faft, therefore, the profeffion of an unblameable
faith, and whatever temptation thou mayeft meet with,
keep thy mind always fixed on the unfeen joys of ‘para-
dife, "the crown of -juft and faithful men, the reward of
foch as adhcre to God-and his prdpbet without flinch-
mg. -

' Mithmut falutes thee in imagination, with a parting kifs,
and an affeftionate fqueeze of the hand, which thou
knoweft was in all ages a token of hearty good-will and
friehdthip.

Paris, x_stb of the gth Moon, of the Year 1662.

tta——

XVI.—To the Kaimacuan.

"Tuexz is bke to be a breach between this court and
that of Rome, if the pope does not condefcend to the
demiands of the French King, who ftyles himfelf the
eldeft fon of the church, and therefore lugbly refents an
mdngmty that has been done him of late; in the perfon.

£4
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of the. Dnke of Crequi, -his ;ambaflader at- the Romﬂ
court.
»: It foems the pope’s: guasds,, on -the - 3oth of the 8th
meeay mage an asterapt on the bife .of this minifter and
of his wife ; they adfo pot barbarons abufes on all the
French: that .were in that city ; infomuch as the Doke
and Duchefs of Crequi were obliged to quit Reme pri-
vatcly, and retire:into Tufcany ; beiag advifed to take
shis coutfe: by all the cardimals and other grandees that
are fyiepds to-Franeer -

- The king raccived news of this by an exprefs which
- sagae; froma_the. Duke of Crequi, ori the 1xth of the gth
moon, and he was paffionately touched at fo facrilegions
a'injiry, whereby he is not only wronged himfelf, but
ahe'law of ‘mations is violated in a moft sotorious men-
mer. . - . . .
+ Whexefore,to.firow his refentment, o the fame day
that the courier came from Rome, the king ordered the
lieutenunt of his guards to tell the pope’s nancio at this
court, #hat he muft forthwith depart -the: kingdom, un-
der the condu& of thirty horfe. .This was performed
accordingly, and the 'nuncio was hurried away immedr
. ately; without fuffering him to fpeak with any perfon
living, fave thofe who were to accompasy him to- the
frontien; and 'this order was publicly proclaimed in Pa-

The king alfo wrote to the pope, demanding fatif-

fa&xon for fo horrible an outrage, and caufed: difpatches
to be fent to all the gardinals in Rome, advifiog them to
contribute what lay in their powers towards a good
underftanding .between the pope and him, protefing,
that otherwife the calamities which might follow were
sot to be laid to his charge. Thisis a modeft way of
threatening ufed by Chriftian princes, who do not al-
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weys fpeak in thunder, like our eafterii- ssonarchs; vhn
they menace war. .

I relate this as a thing, which though. it ‘sppesr o‘
fimgsll moment at the begianing, yet its-confcyuonces may
be great and extenfive, if the Freneh king and the pope
{hould come to an open rupture.. - All the-printes in Bu-
rope would find themdclyes cagaged om onc Side or other,
#8d we¢ muflulmans might Live to fee the whole ftate. of
Chriftendom disjointed, aljesated, and embroiled in-wars
among them[clves, whereby they would lay their coun-
trics naked sud opea to the invincible arms of  the Otto-
mans,. a lineage of high revown, and deftined to-fubdue
al thmga. x
~ But it is thought the boly fuhcr at Rome. willao far-
ther proveke fo daring and powesful a mosarch as him
of France, by juftifying the infoleaces of his janizaries,

. who prageeded ta that height .of fury, as to difcharge
guns into the windows of the French ambaflader, killed
feveral of his retisuey and affaffinated the. Dutchefs of
Crequi in her ceach as fhe pafled along the firects

.Ylluftsious minifter, thefe are violations nat praftifed
by. the moft barbaroys favages; and it is an cvident fign.
of a decaying empire, where the public faith is thus per-
fidioufly broke. God infatuates the infidels, that he may
fpeedily bring them to ruin ; .whereas he daily enlightend
the juft followers of the prophet, and dirc@s them in thc
ways of profperity and peace.

Paris, 3d of the 11th Mgen, of the Year 1663.

e
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m.—-To ManvummMED, the llufirious Ermut: qf Mount
' Untl in Arabia.

Iu-thcnamc of God, benign and merciful, I approach
thee refidence of great fanClimony, the tremendous foki
tude, the cave blefled by frequent vifitations of angels,
and by the formet prefence of the moft fublime among
- mortals, Mahomet, the legate of the Eternal, the ple-
mipotestiary of Alla, king of heaven and earth. Alla!
There is but one ! whofe name refounds through all the
@bs above, when pronounced by the faithful adorers of
the divine unity on earth ; and the echo thercof, from
she adamantine gates of paradife, reaches the abyfs of
hell, firiking the infernal fpirits with horror and aftonith-
ment ; they tremble at the found of the dreadful word,
which chains them up in their prifons of darknefs;
whereas, had they faith, they would' rather rejoice, be-
Keving, that the fame word will one day releafe them
front their torments; for fuch is the clemency of the
Omnipotent, as our holy do&ors teach.

Oh Mahummed, friend of the Moft High, and tenant
to his prophet, I lave experienced that it is good and
wholefome to begin every thing we do or fay in the name
of God. Whofoever does otherwife, either fails in the
progrefs or the end of his defign, and fo remains in con-
fufion. ~Tagot creeps intd his enterprife, and through
* malice fpoils it, robbing a man of his crewn; or Negid-
her, ‘the {pirit of envy, winds himfelf in, and entangles
it; or Abls, the demon of melancholy, cafts a damp
on it, and bereaves the-undertaker of his joy. Such is
the fate of thofe who through profanencfs, floth, or
contempt,forget to pay the due ~veneration we owe to
the author and fource of providence and good fuccefs.

Lct us not thercfore think. the time mif-fpent, which is
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taken up in the praifcs of Him who has acither begia-
ning nor end, Father of all the generations in this vifible
world, and that other which is concealed from mortals,
FHe is'the governor of our lives, and our fole patron i
all neceflities ; let us cxtol and magmfy his aunwa
without end.

I am by sature contemplanvc and theng‘htfu! but I
muft riceds acknowledge, that I owe to my education a-
mong the muffulmans the force of my faith and. religion.
The various turns of fortune and experience whick I
‘have had in the world, could never yet blot out the im-
preflions of my early years, or diminifh the reverence I
‘have for our Soly-Prbphet : I often revolve in my mind
the feries of paft ages, and the hiftories of former times,
the origin of nations, and the various laws, religions,
wars,” and changes; I ‘traverfe the different epochas of
the pofterity of Ibrahim and the gentiles, comparing the
date of Ifracl’s tranfmigration out of Egypt-with thik
years of Nabonaffar and the Olympiads: In all of.them
I find great obfcurity, contradiftion, and doubtfulnefs,
which puts me upon examining the records of Egypt and
the Affyrians. The antiquity of both i very great, and
yet it comes far fhort of the Chinefe chronology, and
that of the Indian Bramins.

Wthen-I have tired my foul vntlt a vain fearch of that
which can never be'difcovered, when I confider the pro-
bability of an univerfal deluge in the time of Noah, and
the arguments which almoft demonfirate the-contraty,.
comparing this ‘with the flood of Deucalion, and that
other of Ogyges ; in a word; when'I reflect on the num-
‘berlefs incongruitiés that are found in- the regifters bf
paft ages, I cannot but conclude there is as'much reafon
for me to believe; that God has determinately thos dark-
encd the knowledge of msortals, as that he confounded.

26
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sheinlispinge at: Babel, accoriding ww the ecleirated re-
lation of: Miefée 3 .whence it -will be but loft Iabour for us,
Who lict i thefodatter times, t6 feek for any - affurance
or certainty of the tmh,mv matters - of fo pemote - ‘and
”‘l»ﬂ,‘dm.; D

: ‘Wiheneforey leaving seviery nation: to their ows ‘rridic
gionsy the Jews to. the mamulcripts of Mefes and - their
rabbis, the Gentiles o the fragments’ of - Hevmes Tk
megiftus, Orphens, Homer, Hefiod, Theaphraftus, and
other fages of Egypt, Phenicia, and Greece, I, for my
g5, “arguiefee-to the volume of majefty, the great Al
cqran, and the. writings of owr, holy do@ors; Arabians
the fong of 1fmacl, not puzzling myfelf with endlefs dil-
putes and queftions, nor cenfuring others who worfhjp
fowd after their own .way, and . the documents -of ther
fathers, but.firmly believing, that -he who ferves God
according ta the didtates of his. reafon, who' is jift- to
m¢t and beafts, and in all things: conferves ‘an -innoecat
pusity: oflife; is s acceptable to the Great Creator and
Jwpartial Judge of the Uaiverft, .as he that lids had the

. happinefs,to be indraced in the . pofitive injus@ions of
Flcaven, the vevealed will of. the: Omnipotent ;3 and this
X taka to be the fenfe.of our holy lawgiver, of the Mo
fiats and-of all the prophets in general, -

Donbtlefs that fuperlatively Merciful usd- Iadulgut
gonpivet at the frailuies of mortals ; he pities the invin-
tikle ignerance of fome, and . the fatal neceffities of: oo
thets 5. he knows the infinite. varicty of our bodily con.
Gitutions,” and - the: equally .different bent of our fouli;
be canfislere the:.force.qf the glements. and climates where.
in we live, and the unconquermble iafluence of the fluns
uader which,we were homi . The whale fyRem of hu-
sanunafuee,: with its: moft -hidden circumftanees, is e
poftd to:the.cyea of him who'feoa all things 5 he is v
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R:,angc: to the atatomy of his.own wirks ) sheyeféreshie
requires no mare of men than can be: expeltod  from - ehsd
* faculties with which he bas endowest :thein 5 neithet. will
he damnasy shan foraamvdnmhry evilh, .- .
O Mahummed, this is my faith, my hope, aad my
confidepee, otherwife I fhonld :defpair: cvery -monnént.
1f E am guilty of error and: prefumption, -correfts npe i

thy. wildom ;- for, befere thee I am but as.an‘idist.. .~
< Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1662, -';

XVHL-T0 Hasnapaz-Bassy,’ 'Chief Trmﬁ:ﬂr io Ep
‘ Highnefs. ‘ '

Tns Fm;cb bave newly felt the motions of a joy,
whofe pirth and growth was like that of a mufhream,
{fudden and fwift,. the. produ& of a very little time; und
which ended is mourning and tears. The moon:of Nox
xember beheld a daughter born to the Queen.of: Frative §
but that planet had hardly. canied the: news through all
the figns of the zodiac, and commanded: the flars. of
Francs tq oelebrate a dunalma, before fhe ‘was obliged
to be the melfenger. of mose fad tidings, ‘and to’ proclaim
the death of this young pnnod's to theconﬁelatwm thag
adfifted at her birsh. - .

Inawovd, ﬂ:ewanbornmthea&holdnmth
moon, and died on the- goth of the.32th. - Xt looks as if
{he only came into the. world to'be a . witaefpiof the ¢ona
- clnfion of the peace between hew fapher Lewis X1V . and
hugund&thm’l’hﬂxp King of Spain, -4nd. fe: utum w.
tha.region of fepasiate fuule, - ., ¢ . . oot in v

. This peape weis.in gesieral terms ﬁgned and ﬁlkdiong
ago, but there.remained fome difficulties in adjelting the
Jimitp of the, Eranch. conquelte, -whidk sgoe seforredi 19
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the management: of commiffioners on both fides ; and
thefe, after they had debated the matter for the fpace of
two years, at St. Omars, Arras, and Metz, at length
finifhed their negntiation on the 25th of the r1th moon
of the laft year, which was jult feven days after the na-
tivity of the French princefs. ‘

This royal infaat alfo lived to {ee Dunkirk, one of the
ftrongeft fea-ports in the world, redelivered to her father

- by the Englifh, in whofe hands it had been ever fince it
was firflt taken from the Spaniards. The king took pol
feffion. of this important place in his own perfon, entering
the town on the 2d of the laft moon.

“It is looked upon as a grand overfight in "the Englith
thus tamely to part with a fortrefs which is inexpugnable
by land, and commands the northern feas; but money
overrules all other confiderations; and it feems the Engt
lith court had . ccafion for gold. :

-.There is. lately a good underftanding eftablifhed be-
tween this king and the Emperor of Germany : They
often write friendly letters one to another, and feem to
be perfedly reconciled. To fpeak the truth, this may
be called the pacific year among the inhabitants of Eu.
rope; for, éxcepting fome fkirmifhes and bravados of

- tar betweeh the Spaniards and the Portuguefe, all the
reft of Chriftendom is in peace; and the Portuguefe
have fo firengthened themfelves by marrying their im
‘fanta-to the Euglifh king, that, what through his affift-
ance and the aid of France, they have almoft reduced
Spain to a neceflity of making peace.

Thou ‘wilt fay the Portuguefe have overreached the
Englifhin the dowry they give with their infanta. This
is only the town of Tangier in Barbary, a. place which

- will coft them far more to defend againft the Moors than
it is rcally worth ; for thefe bold Africans will perpetu-
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ally affault tlic town, and oblige the Kidg of England to
maintain a vaft garrifon in it, befides a multitude of os
ther éxpences. This makes the Portuguele -fecretly
fmile; to find themfelves handfomely rid of two great and
bardenfome charges, a daughter of the royal blood, and
an old fortrefs of no ufe or fervice, fave only to diminifh
the public treafure, and make away with fome thoufunds
ef men every ycar. :

Iluftrious grandee, #t i8 no fmall encouragement to
the poor exiled Mahmut, that though he be maligned,
flandered, and perfecuted by his enemies, yet he fill
finds proteQion-and friendfhip from the principal mini-
Rers; and that inftead of checks and reproaches, to
which I was formerly accuftomed, my falary is now aug-
mented to the proportion of my neceffary expences; mo.
ney is fent me with a liberal hand, .and my flanderers are
put to filence and fhame.

Thou mayeft acquaint the divan, that there is now at

this court the eldeft fon to the King of Denmark: What
his bufinefs' is, people conje@ure varioufly ; fome fay it
is love ; others affirm it was only the defire of fecing fo-
reign courts drew this prince from his native country.
" "Thou wmayeft alfo inform them, that the Duke of Sa,
voy has married a princefs of the blood-royal ; they call
her Mademhoifelle de Valois. Eliachim the Jew lies dan-
geroufly fick of a fever.

As for me, who never had- my pcrfk& health fince l
came to Paris, yet I rétain a fourd mind, and a_heart
inviolably devoted to the inteteft of the” Grand Signior,
whom God long prdervc on tht throne: of the Otto-
mans. :

Paris, 10th of the it Mo_on, of the Year 1663,

Py
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an -is 2 man ceme o this. cxty, a Galabn;n by me,J

and of all countrics by educatiop ; for he bas bees a tra-
veller from his infavey, if what he relates of himfelf he:
true;  He fpeaks all, or moft of the langusges of Eu-
rope very flucatly, and-is reforted to by people of divers
osnatries, under the charafter of a fortpug-teller and
phyfician ; He performs both parts to the admiration of
ﬁ that have been with him, -
- "The pringes and nables of France vifit lu.m daﬂy, |
fo do perfons of meaner birth: Thgy difcover tp him
their fecret maladies,- and this Apollo feldom fails. of fuc-
.cefs in curing them. . He bellows ten hours a-day in
freely converfing with people of all rayks and gualitics,.
healing the difeafes of folte, and tellmg_ to others theig,
future deRinies, .
1 went 0, his chamber .onc day, not 1o. kan) my fatc,
for I have little faith in modern prophets or aftrologers 3,
nor to be cpred of any diftemper,. havmg no ckeem fog:
quacks and empirics ; befides, I was.in good health at
that time ; but curiofity was the only motive which led
me thither, that I might improve myfelf in other see
. {pe@s by this firanger’s company, and learn fomeshing
which I knew mot before of foreign courts, whereby 1
might. become mere ferviceable to the Grand Signior i
this ftation, and ferther unravel the fecrets of Chriftian
princes ; for fo it oftep falls out, that a man reaps fomg
confiderable advantage from the fociety of gravellers, and
men of experience ; and I had good reafon to hope for
fome profit by this man’s acquaintance, who is thonght,
warthy. to be courted by the grandees of France.

- Whesefore I.addrefled myflf to him with abundance:
of; ceftmony and regard; uling alfe as omch diffimulatipn,

B
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as thougbt negeffary to conceal myfelfy rand the defign
X had in coveting hia. fncndﬂnp. I feemed a great ad-
amirer of judicial aftrology, and toki hims Ewas mywhi
bitious to learn the rudimenty of tha feicace ofrom thibns
Daving heard his:fhill kighly ‘commendied; not :oalybyv °
vulgar-fame; b3 by thé mouthsiof mew ofi fordeand qons:
lity, whe gase him a-foir eharaur. I faid a paputy den
more to infinuate myfclf into-his good opiiens but there:
being compiny with him, he returned my domplimenth:
with much civility, and defired me to eofiie to' him & ¥~
more convenient féafon, am‘ltbleeve my name, tha¢ he
miight order hid fervants to give me o kind réceptionat-
any tinte i he himfclf fhodld be out of the wiy, becaslé*
it was common to fénd tnany'from the door-without i
tetducing them.  -I told him my name wae Titun of Mel:
davia; and that my bofinefsat Faris was to fludy in the
academy, in order to my preferment in’the ehateh*
‘When he had taken this dows in wiiting, with @he hour
aud minute of the day, after the-manner of aftrologern?
he begged me-to excufe the ncéeflity he was undet of res-
turning to his company ; and fo T taok my leave.. - . v
‘Not meny days after; I went to: him again, full of:
hopes that } fhould benefit-much by his company.;: bat
ai foon 89 he:faw me, he furprifed me with this languages -
! «t $ir; you have ventared much in coming to: me, Jar
now- it is in my power to difcover you and your bufiwis.
in this eity it if -1 fheuld=betray any -man,. my gilt
" would be takén-from me. -1 ani mefthov a follawer of
Mofes, Jefus, orMahomet,-nor of any feft.that is. aow
extant on earth ; but Eagdoie the Spirit and:Saul. of the
Univerfé, whielris eterrial agd-infinive y .thayéfose L hate
no man for his feligion, lét.it:be what-ft: wilky and.you:
that are net what you feér ¢4 bey fhall . receive:av-mure
hust from me in fhis-place: A the. coadjuton, .ofr Pariey
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for'I am of no party or faétion ; all- men are equally my
fitends who do me 1o wrong, and every place is my
bome.”

- ‘Thou-mayeft imagine that T was in no fmall altonith
ment at this difcourfe ; but recolle@ing my fpirits, and'

éonfidering it had always been my dpinion that thefe for

tune-tellers-deal by confederacy, and fufpefing that my

same being known to him fo fong before, it’ was not dif--

ficult for him to inform himfelf fomething of me, or that
fomebody of his acquamtance who knew me hed fcen me
go in-ahd out from him, and'fo tokd him fome of my cir-
comftances, I made a fhow of going awuy diffatisfied,
faying; It will be but loft time to hearken any fonger
to'you, for I perceive you know nothing of me, ‘ia tells
ing'me I am not'the man I feem to be.”’—« No (replied:
he, with'an obliging kihd of ecarnclinefs), you are
Axibian; and ferve fome eaftern price incognite.”” : Thea
he went on, and told me in-a few words fome: fortinr
paffages of my life::. He. hinted at the dangers I had
been in duting my refidence at Paris, mentioned my cap-
tivity at Palermo, ‘and the rencounter I had with my oM
Sicilian mafter ; to be bricf, he told me fo -many other
things which I knew to be true of myfelf, that I gyew
véty uneafy-in his company, and yet durft ot -départ
from him on afudden, or fhow any difeontent ;' but: mufv
tering together all the diffimulation and: artifice I conlds’
¥ turned the difcourfe to other fubje&s, feeming very fms
portunate to learn aftrology of him ; and, promifing him
a farge gratuity if he woald teach me, I fairly took lawe,
rcfolvmg if poffible:never to fee him more.

Never was a omn in greater anxiety than .I was wben
I.came hoine to my ¢hainber, and poudcrcd what had
paffed Between this franger and me.” I am not credulous
of miracles, prophecics, or pmended ‘revelations 5 yet 1
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proteft folemaly I could nat forbear. thinking: he was cnv
dowed with an extraordinary faculty of divining, o5 at:
Jeaft that he was an excellent aftraloger ; nay, to this day-
X know not well what te conclude.of him : He may, for
ugbtlkmw,bcadcmonmmau,otpuhaphcna
magician. Sometimes I thiok one thing, and fomctimes,
asgther, -If he performs thefe prophetic parts by confe~
deracy, ftill I am at a lofs how he fhould come to kaow.
fo. much of me, who always thought myfclf the privateff
man in Paris, and have negle@ed no methods that were
psoper to render me fach in truth. Then I fufpet my.
old Sicilian mafler is one of this man’s correfpondegts,.
apd has told him fome of my circumftances ; for I have
no realon to be jealous of Eliachim the Jew. It muifl he
fame {uch way, or clfc he is more than a man, that can
thas scadily penetsate intq the fecrets of a Rrapger. .
Sage kaimacham, I pray God defead. ther. from the
foares of comterfcits and fa)fe. pretenders, . . .

Paris, 13th of the 3@ Moon, of the Year 1663. -

7 TN

— T~
—— —

“"XX.—T0 the CarTaix Bassa.

Wnar 1 am going to relate wonld feem incredible to,
myklf, and for that reafon I would not give it any roang
in a letter to all the difcerning minifters of the Portey
were it pot confirmed by letters from feveral merchanty
in the north parts of Holland to their correfpondents in
thia city ; and they all agree, :that on the gth-day of the
moon of November, a firange man was. feen to float on
the-fea acar the fhore, being fupported by a piece-of
tunber, on which-he [at with a bottle of firong waters int
bis hand. :Thefe who.fisft beheld this {peacle were
fihimg in a fmall boat, and judging him to be the relic

r .
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of fomg fhipwreck (for there had been violent ‘tempefts
in thofe feas about that time ), made up to him, aad teok
him into their fkiff. | He exprefled his gratitude for ths
kindnefs in the beft maoner he could, for.nobody under-
ftood his larguage ; and when .he .was -come aforey- be
fell on his knees, and having lifted np his:eyes aptl hands
to Heaven, he proftrated himsfelf, and kiffed the-ecarth.
His garments were made of the fkins. of fithes, : the -hair
of his head of a flaxen colour, and he feemed. .not to ‘be
faiot for want of fuftemance, .which .mmde. every. one; cons:
clude that he had kept up his fpirjts wigh that-chemical
liquor in the bottle, which was near half emptied. = . .
As foon as he faw the rifing moon, he fell on his fase,
and muttered certain barbaxous words, koocking his fere-
head againft the ground ; then he rafe and danced aftex
a wild manner, finging pretty natural airs, and at- every
&pp, with his right hand extended,- pointed to thag pla--
net, expreffing both in tone and a&mns mmh -devetion -
and love. . .
Many learned men were feat for to conﬁﬂcr thu ﬁ:a,g
ger, and, if poffible, by figns, or other means, to difep-
ver from whence he came, and what fate or accident had -
thus abandoned him to the fury of the winds and waves,
to the extremity of hunger, cold, and.watching,.and tg -
the devouring jaws of fea monfters ; but all their “efforts.
were unfuccefsful : They fpoke to him in feveral.lun. -
guages, and he anfwered them, bug ftill in a diale&t differ- .
ent from any of theirs, and altogether unknown. He feem-
. ¢d to utter his words in a tone between whiltling and Gag- -
ing, which made fome conelyde he was a Chinefe,becaals.
that people prorounce many,of their letters after the fame,
manner ; {o do the inhabitants of Touqum and Malahasy. -
with other kingdems in the eaft oiA.ﬁa, and letters with -
them are as fignificant as word& ;with .the, . Ewropeans.
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They ‘thowed him globes and inaps of'thie woild, done by
feveral hands; and in “varfous languages, with patticulif
chatts of all-the matitime regions on earth, but to no
other purpofe than to- etcite: his devotion afreth to the
moon; whofe refemblance he faw ori fome 'of t'hofc‘pa};
pers. ~ He would fnifle at that fight, kifs his fore-finger,
and' with g religious complaifance touch the figure of that
planct ; then feeming to be in‘a wonderful good humour,
ke would turn round and fall a-dancing, with his arms
fwetched and turned in- the famhe pofture as thofc who .
ufe caftancts or tymbals, finging all the while a fort of
inarticulate founds, but furprifingly mufical and fweet; °
fo that frobedy knew what to make’of him. .
“He appeared very temperate, modeft, and refigned, re-
fufing no meats or drinks thit were offered -him, yet nex-
ther cat nor drank to excefls j neither was he difcontent~
ed at his lodging, or.any other ufage, though they med
to véx him feveral ways, 'that ‘they might-fce how he’
would vent his paffion ; but he fmiled at all, and fubmit-"
ted patiently to every thing they impofed on him.
One thing was obferyable, that wherever he fiw any
water, ‘he would run to it immediately, and wath himfelf’
as well as he could in thofe circumftances, never forget-
ting to fprinkle:fome toward that part of the ‘heaven
where the moon was vifible ; and when they led him into ~
the ficlds or gardets, hé would crop the grafs and flow-
ers, and; with a compofed ook, would throw them up *
in the uir,’adding fuch religious geftures as convinced eve-
ry one that he did it in honour of fome power above.
Various were the conjéttures of ‘men about him; fome
wove of ohe offinidn, and othérs of a quite dxﬁ'ercnt 'no-
body could pofitively- conelude any thing ; ncither is it =
poffible, as I am informed, for the wifeft men in tbofc .
parts to find out this myftery. ’
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- Perhaps k¢ is fuch znother as Fmagm Rapibabet, a
Perfiah writer, mentions, who, in the year of the Hegira
‘¢02, was taken up by a merchant ' fhip of India, m -the
*8treits of Babclmandel, pretending to be dumb, but ca-
pable of hearing, writing, and exprefling himfelf feverdl
‘other ways, if any body could have underftood his lad-
guage : At laft he was found to be an Ethiopian flave,
run away from his mafter, an ingenious fellow, and ofe
that fpoke all the languages of thofe parts, and, there-
fore, that he might be admired, would be fure to write
m 2 charalter of his own invention, which the greateft
fages could not read.

Mighty baffa, thou encountereft on that element with
ftrange monfters, and creatures under no name or predi-
cament that is known, yet none fo terrible and dangerous
as cheats and impoftors ; from which I pray Heaven de-
fend shee and me, for they infeft both the fea and the
land. C ’

Faris, 17th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1663.

XX1.—T0o NaTHax Bex Sappy, 2 Jew at Vienna.

T ux term of our long mutual filence enjoined us by our
fuperiors is now happily expired, and we have with good
fucce(s managed our feparate parts, without holding any
_ ‘correfpondence together. This was only a trial of our
'ﬁdclity, condud®, and obedience, or perhaps it was no
mere than a caprice of policy, or a vain whim of flate;
for 3t id.wfeal with great men thus to praQtife experiments
on thofé whom they defign to employ-in the moft impor-
tant affairs. Whatever it be, we have acquitted ourfelves
*bke-trofty flaves; and that is enough for us.
“This comes'to thy hand by en-Armenian merchant,

- -
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.one in whom Lconfide. Here are abnndance of that nd-
tion in Paris and other parts.of France : They travel.up
.and down from oue country.and city to another, under
the. pretext of trading, but are.really fpies, fent from the
_gprinces of the Eafh ta obferve the councils of thefe weft-
“®ra caurts, the defigns of Nazarene monarchs, aud to
take an. exatk eftimate of the firength and riches of thefe
infidels ; for though they outwardly profefs themfelves to
be followers of Jefus, yet in their hearts they believe the
-Alcoran, and honour Mahomet our holy lawgiver.
There i a kigd of magic in truth, which forcibly car-
rics the mind along with it: Men readily embrace the
~ di@ates of fincere reafon, yet thofe of thy nation are ob-
ftinate, and fhut their eyés wilfully againft the very light
of nature. You overvalue yourfelves and your lineage,
becaufe you are the pofterity of Ifaac, the fon of Sarah,
“the frce woman, and wife of Ibrahim, reproaching us that
we dre the offspring of Ifmael, the fon of Hagar, a con-
- cubine and flave : You confider not that Ifmael was the
eldeft fon of that glorious patriarch, and that by the law '
" of Mofks it is enafted, that the firkt-born fon fhall inherit
his father’s patrimony, though he were the fon of a bafe
abje& flave or hated concubine. Did Mofes make a law
-contrary. ta that of his fathers? Or could Ibrahim, the
belaved of God, da any thing contsary to the Divine
will? How then could he be guilty .of difinheriting If-
mael his eldeft fon, the flower of his. firangth, and firft
fruit of his vigour? Doubtlefs, the majefty and light of
God, which pafled from Adam to Seth, Enoch, Noah,
.and Ibrabim, refted alfo on Ifmael, heir-appamt of the
divine promifes,. father of many. princes and noblc» Ba-
tions. . .
, Let thofe, therefore,” of thy nat,ion ceale to boaﬁ of
"% their pedng:ec, and exalt thcmfdeabow the viflprious
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and tzreviphaut Kfmaelites, chiliren of a high flock, a
rece whescin thines forth the luftire of ancicot remown,
and the vight of primogeniture ; z lincage of illuftrious
hesoun, muliplied-as the keaves of the trees, numerows
as the flars of heaven, profperous in all things, by the
fpecial benediction of God ; whereas thou knoweft the
Uraclites never made any great figure on carth, and are
now reputed no better than. vagabonds throughout the
world.

Your rabbis reply to thxs, by owning that our father
Ifmacl was indeed a great priuce, but that he was withal
a wild and favage man, who {opported his nobility and
grandeur by rapine and blood, dwelling altogether in de-
farts and unfrequented places, robbing the caravans of
merchants and teavellers, opprefing the poor, and mur-
deving the innacent ; in fine, they give this charalter of
him, ¢ That his haod was againft every man, and every:
man’s hand againft him.”

To this accufation they- alfo add another, that the
princes of the Eaft, who defcend from Ifmael, have all
along, even to this day, eftablifhed their thrones in cruel-
ty, maflacres, and parricides ; fathers bereaving their chil-
dren of the lives they gave them, and children putting.
their pareats to death ; brothers murdering brathers, and
facrificing their nearcft relations to the maxims of a bar-
barous policy, the reftlefs fufpicions of ftate; and that
all this is more efpecially manifeft in the fublime houfe
of the invincible Ottemans.

Thefe are the charges of Hebrew Iptc, the flanders
which your doQors caft on the prageny of Ibrabim, even
on I{magl and his children, to this day: But I would
have thee, Nathan, refle@ impartially on things, and fuf~
fer not thy judgment to be inpofed on by the fophiftry
of your {cribes. . Lopk bgck 1o the primitive times of I
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xsel, examine the written law, the reconds of Mafes and
the feniors ; these thon wilt meet with frequeat examples
of thofe very crimes which you lay to. our: cliarge, tmes
paralicds.of the: fuppofed tymany amd inhuman s@hioes
with which,you tex the unblemithed ‘Hmaelitess .~ -~ - -
- -Did mot ydur father Jacob fupplant his owa eldeft bro.

ther Efau? Did he not cheat his uncle Laban of his"
fhcep 2 What was wanting to him of Ifmael’s valour and

- fiercenefs, he fupplied with a fox-like craft and fubsliey 5
yet-how often did be plunder the children of Hamor,”
and boafted afterwards of the preys he had taken from
them with his bow and {pear?

MWhen your fathers came out of Egypt, what a eéare
nage.did Mofes their leader commit, when he command.
ed the fons of Levi to arife .with their fwords in thelr
hands, and every man to kill his brother, his friend, and
his neighbour ; fo. that there fell that day, at the foot of
Mount Sinai, three-and-twenty thoufand men ; yet, for
the fake of this deteftable tragedy, he blefled them, fay-
ing, “.You have confecrated your hands this day in
bloed, every man in the blood of his neighbour.” Be-
hold: the.original of your priefthood, which is the h:ghcﬁ
rank of nobility among the Jews! .

. Remember how your fathers almoft cut o{f the whole
race.of Benjamin, fo that there were not above fix hun.
dred mes of that tribe left alive ; forget not alfo how
‘Abitaelech, . of the tribe of Manaffe,-got the fovereignty,
by maffacring feventy of his own-brethers on one ftone.
Yous awn reeords fay, that God gave you kings “in his
waath, among whom there was not one who -wais not a
men- of bload:;; and in the.whsle catalogue, you can
{carce find four who were not taitited wnth factdcgc, 1d6-
latry, and other enermoys vices. *

+ * In a word, Nathan, both the fons of Ifmel and Ifaac
Vol V1L ]

»
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were but men, and if thou haft nothing elfe to ohje& a-
gainft the former, but what thou muft confefs the latter
was cqually guilty of, 1 adwife thee henceforth to lay thy
hand spon thy mouth, and ceafe to fpeak evil of thefc

. againft whom no man can lharpen his tongue or pen and
profper. .

Paris, 224 of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1663.
-
XXII.—T0 the fame.

I concrunen my other letter fomething imperfedly,
and fhort of my defign, being intersupted by a fudden

deluge of hamours overflowing my eyes, accampanied

with a tempeft in my head, which at once topk from me
the power of thinking regularly, and of feeing how to
weite, I am often fubje to thet weaknefles of late,
and to many other maladics ; my bedy fenfibly decays;
age and care, watching and, ficknefs, with a thoufand ca-
fualties befide, have.almoft diffolved this congeeled med-
ley of the clements. Methinks I am now no mere than
a poor.{keleton, . to which nature and fortune have left a
dry and withered fkin, for modefty’s fake, to cover its
nakednefs, with a few evacuated veius and arteries, fhrunk
finews, tendons, mufcles, and cartilages, to tack this ma-
chine of bones together, and keep it in motion; in a
word, I feem to myfelf to be only a hobgoblin, or ghoft
in difguife ; I cannot fay incarnate (for I have loft all
my flefh), but ealy bagged or clouted up in the moft
contemptible fhreds, rags, and antiquated relics of meor-
tality ; like a maudlin or fcarecrow, I hang together by
geometry.

- Yet fuch as I am at thcfe years, I fHll poffefs, at cer-
tain feafons, more ferene and vigorous thoughts, than in
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the days of my yotth, when I was full of marrow dnd
good'blood ; I can feel my foul fometimes fluttering her
wings, and britkly thaking off the heavy, flimy clogs of
earth, of fleep, and of enchanted life, or Fiving death;
fhe firuts and plumes herfelf, the mounts aloft; and glides
in happy, though but momentary foretaftes of eternal
blifs ; and then lured down again by charms of her ac-
cuftomed eafe and pleafure in the fleth, fhe comes to hand
at call, and being hoodwinked from the radiant light of
heaven, fhe tamely perches on the meaneft fenfual appe-
tite, which eafily conveys her to her wonted darknefs.
This is the changeable ftate of mortals, and we muft not
expet a fixed condition on this fide thie fepalchre : The
noble and the vulgar are equally liable to thefe inconftan-
cies of fpirit ; neither can the moft exalted ftate of fove-
reign monarchs privilege them from the common' fraikies
of makind ; they are no otherwife diftinguithed from
the meaneft of their {laves, than only by the vaftnefs of
their poffeffions, their nomerous retinue, their untimited
power, and the vain pageantry of external hionour.

If we examine the origin of nobility and royal gras-
deur, if we trace the genealogies of princes and poten.
tates up to their fountain, we fhall find the firfR fathers
of thofe noify pedigrees to be cruel butchers of men, op-
prefiors, tyrants, perfidious truce-breakers, robbers, and
parrieMes ; ina word, the moft primitive nobility was no
other than potent wickednefs of ‘dignified impiety ; and
all the fucceffive continvations of it by inkeritdnce, elec-
tion, or otherwife; even té thefe modérn times, are but
fo many traduéfls of exorbitant power and honour, ac-
quired and propagated by the moft enormous vices, by
pradtices unworthy of men, and of which the authors
themfelves are always athamed ; therefore they cover their
unfult encroachments and invafions with the fpecions-pre-

F2
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texts of juftice and virtue, calling that conqueft which'is
no other than dowuright robhery, and profefling them-
felves patrons of men’s liberties and rights, religion and
laws, whilft in effect they are the greatet opprefors, hy-
pocrites, atheifts, and ontlaws in the world. A

'This is not only true in.the race of Ifmael and Ifaac,
of whom I made mention in my other letter, but in all
the families which bave ever-made any eminent figure
and noife in the world.

What were the four renowned monarchies, but fo
many empires of banditti, governments of freebooters,
pirates and licenfed thieves? As Diomedes told Alex-
ander the Great, ¢ I, (fays he) becaufe I play the pri-
vate corfair, and cruife -up and down the feas with one
fingle fhip, am accufed as a pirate : Thou that doft the
fame thing with- a mighty fleet, art called an emperor.
If thou wert alone, and a captive as I am, they weuld
efteem thee no better. than a thief: And were I at the
head of a numerous army, as thou arr, I fhould be re.
verenced.as an emperor ; for as to the juiﬁco of our
caufe, there 13 no other difference but this, that thou doft:
more mifchicf than.I. Misfortune has compelled me to be
a-thief, whereas nothing but an intolerable pride, and
infatiable avarice; puts thee upon the fame courfe of life.
If fortune would prove more favourable to me, parhaps
I might become better, whereas thy continual fucceffes
make thee but the worfe.” Alexander admiring. the
boldnefs of the man, and the refalutenefs of his fpirit,
gave him a command io his -army, that fo he might rob
and plunder from thenceforth by authority.

But F.fhould bave begun higher in antzqmty with tbe
empire, of the Affyrians, founded by Ninus, in the blood
and. flaughter, ruin and deftrution of all his neighbourss
and increafed. after the fame.methods by his wife Semi-

Z
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ramis, who begging of her hufband that fhe might reiga
for five days, and he granting her requeft, {he put on the
royal ornaments, and fitting on the throme of uncontroul-
able majefty, commanded the guardsto-degrade and kill
her hufband ; whickt being. done, fhe fucceeded in the
empire, ‘adding Ethiopia to her other dominions, carry-
ing a war into India, and encompaffing Babylon: with-a
Jmagnificent wall ; at laft the was killed by her fon Ninyas,
‘Thus was the Affyrian monarchy efablithed in regicides,
maffacres; and carnage ; and by the fame methods it was
tranflated by ArbaGus to the Medes, he having-caufed
Sardanapalus, the laft and moft effeminate of all the
Aflyrian kings, to dfe in the midft of his concubines.
‘Thus vyas treachery and murder handed down with the
fovereign power, till: at length Cyrus the Perfian tranf-
ferred them to this country, whofe fon Cambyfes raifed
the fotond univerfal monarchy on the additional ruins of
many other kingdoms, cementing it with the: blood of
his brother and his fon. Yet after all, it was tranflated
to the Macedonians by Alexander the Great, not with-
out an equal guilt -of parricide, and other exorbitant
vices ; from whom at laft it devolved to the Romans.
What need I mention the fcandalous birth of Romulus
.and Remus, the twin-fons' of an inceftuous veftal ? or
their debauched education under a-common proftitute,
fabuloufly veiled by the Romas hiftorians, under thé
title of a welf, to render the origin of their empire mira-
culous ? Why fheuld I recountthe borrid fratricide com-
ntitted by Romalus on Remus his brother; -or- the celes

brated rape of the Sabine wives, virgins, and -widaws?

It will feem invidious to call to mind the deteftable mur-
der of Titus Tacius, the good old captain-of. the. Sabines,
with many other barbardus maffacres: Yet thefe enor.
mous crimes were the: foundations of the Roman grans

F3
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deur and nobility, fo formidable afterwards to the whale
earth ; -and the fuperfrofture was anfwerable through
all the various changes and revolutions of govermment,
even to the reign of Auguftus Czfar, under whom Rome
gained the title of the fourth univerfal monarchy.

This emperor, though .he was eftecmed the moft mer-
ciful and jult prince on easth, .yet he eftablifhed -his

throne in the blood of his kindred,, facrificing. the chile,

dren of his uncle to the efds of flate; and that he might
not deviate fram the royal ingratitude of other -prisiced,
be basbaroufly extinguifhed the offspring of his father’s
brother, who had adopted him to the inheritance of the
imperial dignity, fcoming by an unkingly tendernefs to
fpare the glorious names of Anthony and Cleopatra, to
whom he was fo nearly related, and who had invefted
him with the power of being fo inhuman. .

I will not make thee fick, ‘by rehearfing the abmmn-
able lives and wicked actions of the Neros, Domitians,
Caligulas, Heliogabalufes, Galientifes, and the ref} of thofe
royal monfters ; hiftory itfelf blufhes to recite fuch pro-
digies of impiety, and their very mames are odious to all
gencrations.

If we pafs from thefe mighty empirés to' kingdoms of

lefs note, we fhall #ill trace the footfleps of the fame

vices. Both ancient and modern records are full of thefe
~ tragedies : The original kingdom of the Greeks took its
rife from the parricide of Dardanus, and the female em-
pire of the Amazons began in the barbarous maffacre of
their hufbands. All ages and ‘nations afford us examples
of this nature; and the higheft honours, dignities and
commands, were ever acquired and maintained by the
higheft injuftice.

Therefore, honeft Nathan, let thou and I mnever envy
the nobles and grandees of the earth ; but contented in

o
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our humble pofls, fitting under the umbrellas of a happy
obfcurity, let us ferve the Grand Signior with integrity
and zeal void of injuftice,

Paris, 22d of the ad Moon, of the Year 1663.

== === e
XXIIL.«To Copararrap Cueix, a Man of the Law.

Tuou wilt approve the fentence that was yefterday
executed on.a Frenchman in this city, who faid he was
the fon of God, and had perfuaded a great many poor
ignorant people to believe him. He was burnt alive for
his blafphemy, and his afhes kicked into a ditch. Had .
he been convited of this horrid impicty in any of the
Grand Signior’s dominions, he had undergone the like
or a more terrible punifhment ; for the Alcoran exprefsly
fays,. ¢ That God has ngither wife, fon, daughter, or
companion, and that thofe fhall fuffer eternal pains who
teach any fuch do@rine.” Doubtlefs there is but one
God, and the cternal unity cannot be divided or mujti-
plied, to make more gods in fraltion, or procreate an
offspring of diminutive deities: He, .the father of all
things, dwells in eternal folitude, and from an infinite re-
tirement, beholds the various generations of the usivetfe ;
they are all equally his offspring, and it is blafphemy to
affirm he has a fon, or a daughter, or a companion like
uato himfelf ; for he is uncreated, unbegotten, and en- -
tire, fole pofleflor of his own glory, ,without rival or
competitor; there was none before him, neither fhall
there be any after him ; he is without beginning or end.
But thefe infidels harbour ftrange opinions about a
trinity of Gods, and follow the dotrines of Hermes,
Trifmegiftus, Plato, Plotinus, and other pagan philofo-
phers, who afferted a triad in the Deity, and on that
, ¥4
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bafis founded all the polytheifm of the gentiles. Hence
Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, by playing the
chemieal arithmetician, and extraling a quaternity out .
of three ; but the poets, not puzzling their heads with
the myfteries of thefe divine and unintelligible numbers,
delivered their theology in plain grofs fitions, fuitable to
the capacities of the vulgar; one midwifing a goddefs
out of Jupiter’s brains ; another ftarting a god from his
thigh ; but this filly fellow could not derive his pedigree
{o near as from a little toe of the divinity ; therefore he
was defervedly reduced to his firft atoms, and fpurned
out of the world.

The French have various kinds of punifhments for
malefa@ors, but none more terrible than breaking on the
wheel. This is infli®ed only on notorious criminals, and
the manner 1s thus : The party condemned is faftened to
a wheel, with his arms and Jegs extended to their full
length and widenefs ; then comes the execufioner, and
with an iron bar breaks one bone after another, till the
miferable wretch is in the agonies of death, and fo he is
left to expire in unutterable torments; for fome men of
ftrong conftitutions will retain life in this condition for
twelve or more hours together. ’

Honourable Codarafrad, though the executions of the
Eaft are more fwift and furprifing than thofe in the
Weft, yet they are not comparable to them for cruelty,
the worft death being but a minute’s pain.

Sage Cheik, I reverence thy accomplithed knowledgc
in the laws of equity and juftice.

Paris, 15th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1663.



Book III. . & SPY AT PARIS. 139

BOOK IIIL
LETTER I.—70 Sovyman bis Coufin, at Cbalm{dr;.

I comMMEND thee for removing thus from place to place,
and could wifh that thou wouldeft not only exchange thy
refidence through all the cities feated on the Bofphorus,
Propontls, Euxine Sea, and the Hellefpont, but vifit by
turns all the famous marts in the world.

Praife be to God we are not born in Mufcovy, Ruﬂia,
China, or under the narrow-fouled governments of Ly-
curgus, Plato, and fuch kind of jealous lawgivers, where
it would be no lefs _punifhment than the lofs of one’s
eyes, ears, and feet, if not of life itfelf, to travel out of
his native country, or for a ftranger to come in, except-
ing foreign ambaffadors and agents, who in China are
forced to travel with their faces veiled or muffled, from
the confines to the court, left they fhould {py the difad-
vantages of the country.

Doubtlefs this is repugnant to the law of nature and
nations, an oppreflion of humanity, and dire&tly oppofite
to the purpofe of God, when he defigned and made us
for fociable creatures ; for the whole earth is but as one
country or province, common to men and beafls; it is

- our element, and therefore we ought to be free in it, to.
range where we pleafe, as the fowls do in the air, and
the fith in the fea, without any law, reftraint, or injury..
Such a thought as this made Socrates, when he was.
afked ¢ What eountryman he was ¥’ anfwer, « T ama
pative of the univerfe, and therefore free to live whete I
wilk.” .

Thou kaoweft our coufin Ifouf has travellcd over all

Afiaand Afnca, with fome parts of Europe : My brother
F5
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Pefteli Hali has alfo vifited many regions in the Eaft :
Both of them have improved their eftages and fortunes ia
the world, the one at Afiracan, the other at Conftanti-
. nople. Follow their fteps, and thou mayeft have thy
heart’s content. Go and obferve the different manners
of men, their various cuftoms, laws, and religions ; furvey
the mountains, valleys, defarts, rivers, lakes, feas, cities,
caftles, palaces, and all the other d¢firable objeéts which
cmbellifh this globe.

" But beware of the infirmity of moft travellers, who,
cameleon-like, change their kumour and manners as the
regions vary through which they pafs ; mere mimics, buf-
foons, and apes, who place their excellency in imitating
every thing they fee or meet withy; thus degenerating
from themfelves, inftead of improving their minds in true
fcience. and wifdom, and hardening their bodics, to en-
dure patiently the injuriee of the elements, with all the
fatigues and contingencies of human life, which are the
chief ends of travelling, next to that of learning how to
ferve our fovercign and our country in a more refined
manaer,

Selyman, never think that thou wilt deferve the cha-
raller of a prudent traveller, if at thy return thon canft
only boaft of ftrange and incredible things thou haft feen,
tell monftrous romances and fitions more fabulous than
thofe of the Gentile poets ; aim at folid knowledge, and
the improvemerts of a rational creature. As thou goeft
out a muffulman, fo return, but with all the advantages
that may recommend thee for a perfon accomplithed in
hiftory, morals, politics, and divine philofophy.

If thou dareft not undertake a ramble at large, go to
thy coufin Iouf at Aftracan, where he is fettled in a
way of traffic and merchandife : Take thy voyage by the
Black Sea'and the Palus Mmotis : Caft thy eyes on the
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ancient kingdom of Colchis as thou faileft by her fhoress
confider the temper of the Mingrelians, Circaffians, and
Tartars, with the reft of the people throagh whofe ter
- ritories thou wilt pafs ; and when thou arriveft at Aftesc
can, tell my confin Ifouf that ¥ wiflred thee to take tiris
courfe : He will refpe@ thee for thy uncle’s recommen
dation : Show him this letter, and let his own tyes'fee the
‘handwriting of Mahmaut, the aged weather-beaten {lave
of the ecarth’s great fovereign; the old, grey, gtimied
watchman of the fublime Porte, which is the refuge of
mortale. He will find thany: opportunities-to adeatice
thée. But I advife thee to wean thyfelf from -all-ford-
nefs, inconftancy, and difcontent: Be true to'thy trufh
fedtilous and altive, patient and refigned ; take all things
2s they come from deftiny, without being peevith or fret-
ful. :

So may God blefs thee, and give thiee the tiches of the
earth, and the fweet influences of heavén, make thet .
happy here and hereafter ; finally, may thy reft be on
‘high in paradife. - ]

Paris, 1ft of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1663.

»

II.—70 PestELt Havl, Ais Brother, Mafler of the Cq/'
" toms at Conflantinople. :

¢
H

T'nere is no doubt but when thon watt in the it
dies; thenames of Sultan Dara, Suja, Aurengaebe, and
Morad Batche, wetre not lefs known to- thee than thwt
of their father Cha Ichan,. the Gtand Mogul.. Thy bt .
nefs, as well as cuaridfity,. called thee often to the court,
where thou haft heard the charaflers of thele young
princes, whofe edrly years farnithed the world with' matter
of noife and great expeQations, and gave she 6ld -mo-
£ 6
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narch that begat them trouble and care enough to keep
them in order, and prevent their machinations againft one
apother, as well as againft himfelf; for in thofe days he
few his family divided inte fa&ions, and a royal envy,
mixed with ambition, whetting brothers and fifters againtt
aach other, who by nature were madc for the oﬂices of
reciprocal love.

Surely it is but a glorious infelicity for children to be
thus born candidates of a crown, when each is obliged,
by a principle of felf-prefervation, to purfue his claim in
a method wholly repugnant to humanity, and the affee-
tion that is due to thofe of the fame blood, when fhaking
off all tendernefs and compaffion, the fons of one mother
muft fheath their fwords in each others bowels, to pre-
vent their own fate, and ravith a crown by foree to fave
their lives.

Yet this 15 the misfortune of all the eaftern courts, that
they cannot fee a prince afcend the throne without the
flaughter of his brethren, and all that can be fufpe&ed to
pretend or fland in competition with him for the fove-
rexgnty. .

" However, it muft be confeffed that the Indian policy
in this point is far more generous than that of the Otto-
mans or Perfians, who either immediately after their pof-
feffion of the throne murder in cold blood all the reft of
their lineige, or at leaft imprifon them in fome dark dun-
-geon during their lives, and riot feldom put out their
eyes ; and this is owing to the difadvantage the unhappy
children of our monarchs lie under, in that from their
infancy they are confined to the feraglio, and educated
“undet the tutelage of women and eunuchs, evenduring
the whole life of their father; fo that he who is ad-
vanced to the throne has all the refk in his cultody the
firft hour of his reign.
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Whereas in Indoftan.the princes of the blood are com-
mitted-to able and learned tutors, ‘and as they grow.,in
" years increafing alfo in knowledge, wifdom, and courage,
they are difpofed of every one fuitable to his capacity ;
fome . being made minifters of ftate, others generals of
armics, or governors of provinces, whereby each is-put
in-a condition to make parties for himfelf among the
grandees, and thofe of inferior-degree, and to fortify his
intereft in court and city, country and camp. Thus an
open field is left for all to try their wit and eourage in
for the fake of inheritance; and it is more equal to let
them nobly fkirmifh for a crown, and make a warlike lot-
tery for life or death, than fet up one with the advantage
and chara@er of a.butcher, and turn the feraglio to a
fhambles, always polluted with royal innocent blood. .
~ Bat every ftate purfues its own maxims ; and there.are
not wanting men of the law who juftify this inhuman
condud of our fultans as the only means to prevent pub-
lic diftra&ions apd civil wars, which always happen
where there are many pretenders to the imperial dignity,
as it lately fell out in the Indies.

I need not acquaint thee with what particular d:gmtms

and commands the Great Mogul invefted his four fons :
Thou couldft fufficiently inform thyfelf of thefe things
-when thou waft at Dehli, the capital city of -Indoftan ;
neither need I fay any thing of Rouchenara Begum, or
her fifter Saheb, the two daughters of Cha Iehap; thou
that haft been there in perfon knoweft more of thefe things
than I, who am obliged to the merchants and travellers
for all my intelligence of the Indian affairs. .

But I can certify thee of fomeshing which has- been
tranfa&ed there fince thy return to Conflautinaple, the
.fame whereof, perhaps, is ngt yet arived at the ;mpeual
citye

\
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Know then, ‘that in the year 1655, a rumour being
" fpread abroad through, the' provinces of India, that Cha
Tehan was dead, each of his four fons began to lay about
him for-the crown : They did all that s ufual in fuch ca-
fes for ambitious perfons to do, by courting the omrahs
and rajahs with large prefents and large promifes, by
obliging the foldiery with immenfe largeffes ; in a word,
by roufing up the friendthip and integrity of their adhe-
rents, and by winning over frangers to their different
parties, with whatfoever elfe was thought neceflary to
carry on a profpc;'ous war againft one another, for the
innate defire of reigning had equally poflefled them all.
But deftiny, ‘which appoints and confummates human e
gents, had referved the crown for Awvrengzebe, whe fur-
pafied all the reft in policy and diffimulation.

With profound craft this prince over-reached his
youngcr brother Morad Batche, and put him in chains,
in the midft of Morad’s own army, pacifying the officers
with bribes, and the common foldiers with increafe of
their pay, whilft he fent their general away prifoner to
one of his ftrongeft caftles. This was the firlt confider-
able ftroke he gave towards the gaining & crown; for
now hé was itot only rid of one compétitor, and the moft
dangerous of all the reft, bat aifo became mafter of his
army, and all his treafure, which being joined to his
own, put him in a cendition to parfae his good forturie
with- {uccefs. - Yet the war lafted almoft fix years; his
brother, Sultan Sujeh, keeping him in-play on the fide
of Bengal, and Sultan Dara near the capital cities Agra
and Dehli.

But -at laft they were both forced to yield to the for-
tunc of -Aurengzebe. In fine, he was eftablithed, and
now fits on the throne of his fathers, whilft they fell fa.
crifices- to the jealoufy and_ revenge of . their vi€tosious,
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brother, being, a8 I am informed, taken prifoners, and
afterwards poifoned, or hurried out of the world fome
other way.

Thus paffes away human glory, like a cloud driven be-
fore the wind, or like the fmoke of a fire, which looks
bright and gay for a while, crackles, and gives heat

to all that aie near it, but is ecither fuddenly quenched "

with water, or evaporates into air, and is no mere v&-
membered. -

Decar Pefteli, confider that this earth is net our native
country ; .we are foreigners here below ; let us improve

-

ourfelves by every thing we encounter in knowledge and

virtue, without learning the vanity and vices of mottalss
Paris, 4thr of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1663. ‘

111.—70 Userwn, Bafa.

H;xs is great rejoicing for the cenverfion of a cex
tain proteftant prince to the faith of the Roman church 3
They call him the Duke of Mecklenburgh. He is
{aid to fpring from an ancient race of kings amosg the
Vandals. This court careffes him in an extraordinary
manner, a8 they ufually do all profclytes of his high qua:
lity ; as for poor and vulgar converts, they ferve only-to
become the pricfts flaves and affes.

The king, who is ftyled The Eldeft Son of the Church,
and therefore ought to appear a living demoafiration of
her boafted virtucs, has been very liberal of his favours
to the new devotee, creating him Knight of the Holy
Spirit, which is the moft {ublime degree of honour in

this kingdom, next to that of being made peer of the

realm.
Couriers apaive one at the heels of anctber fiom the
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Duke of Beaufort, who is cruifing about on the Mediter-
ranean; but I cannot get a fight of any of them, nor
learn what their expre(fés" contain. 'The courtiers and
ftatefmen here. are the vagy whirlpoals of intelligence.
Whatever news is communicgled to them is fwallowed up
sndloft for ever in profound filence ; they receive all, but
return noue again. However, people take the liberty to
guels, every man according to his reafon or fancy. Some
fay the Duke of Beaufort has engaged with a fleet of
Algerines, and driven them into their harbour, with great
lofs on their fide, and triumph on his : Others laugh at
shis, as only a court romance, who ftrive to prepoflefs the
nagion with profperous ftories of the king’s arms both by
fea and land ; whillt a third fort affirm that thofe dif-
patches come not from the Duke of Beaufort, who they
fay is dead, being killed by a cannon bullet in an esn-
counter with the corfairs of Barbary, but that they are
fent from the next chief officers in the Toulon fleet, to
give the king an account of kls death, ‘and receive new
prders. o

In the mean while, we are wlgglly taken up here at
prefeot with the reception of sthe Swifs ambaffadors :
They made their public entry ipto. Paris yefterday, afier
they had been magnificently entertained at the Caftle of
the Wood. A thoufand chariots accompanied them
through the ftreets of Paris. They are brave jolly per-
fons, fons of Bacchus, and hirelings to Mars, flout in a
wine-cellar, and no cowards in the ficld. ]

Courteous baffa, thou feeft I da not forget my friends,
but fend to all by turn the advices that come- to my
hands. I with thou wouldft favour me with a fhort fketch
of thy pleafure with the Grand Signior in the neighe
bouring plains of Adrianople. )

Faris, 1oth of the zith Moo, of the Year 1663,

!
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IV —70 HameT, Reis Effendi, Principal S::rctary of flv:

Oktoman rmpzre

I1' is hard to determine whether the French: kmg excels
moft in martial affairs, or’in thofe of ftate ; he is
good at both; his counfels are wife, and his adions
great; a man both in body and mind formed for empire;
and outftripping his years in all things, fave the affairs of
love ; thefe indeed he purfues with youthful vigour and
paffion, being by nature very amorous, and efteemed the
handfomeft prince of this age, by thofe who confider a
regnla’f fhape, graceful features, and a majeﬁic awfulnefs
in the face, as the principal ingredients in’ a mafcubiné
beauty.

It is certain he is very acceptable to the ladxes, whe
are the moft competent judges in this cafe ; and they va-
lue him fo much the more becaufe his love never abates
the due fentiments a monarch ought to have of his glory ;
for he gratifies both paffions without fuffering them to in=
terfere, managing his fofteft intrigues with fuch exquifite
prudence as he ftill comes off a hero.

. He has had many miftreffes, and it is a manifeft difco-
very of his wit that he never faftened his affeétions on any
that deferved not the fame chara@er: She that has the -
greateft fhare in his heart at prefent is called the Duchefs
of Vaujour, a woman raifed to that title by the king’s
bounty for the fake of his love ; fhe has a refined wit,
and that is all can be faid in her praife ; for, as to her
body, it would hardly tempt an indifferent painter to em-
ploy his fkill, unlefs it were in defcribing what the tailor
endeavours to hide, and that is, a deformity much like mike,
a remarkable bunch in the back ; yet this great monarch
loves her paffionately, and will not be eafily crofled in his
amours. '
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The queen and his mother have endeavoured by -di-
vers methods to reclaim him, but all prove ineffe@ual :
A while ago they fet his confeflor to work, who, with
abundance of unfeafonable gravity, reprefented to the
young invincible monarch the ill eonfequences of unlaw-
ful love ; for thefe infidels cfteem none lawful but what i
beftowed only on one wife : He faid all that was proper

for a jefuit to urge on fuch an occafion, and a' great deal

more, threatening the royal lover with fevere penance,
and I know not what. Impatient of this difcourfe from
4 fuch&, yet relpe@ing the chara@er he bore as a priefl,
the king, with a referved countenance, thanked bim for
his pious counfel, teHing him withal that for the fature
he difcharged him from his fervice, being refolved to cbey
the old canons of the church, and confefs to none but the
prieft of the parith. Thus the poor jefuit was difcarded;
and befides the king’s difpleafure, he has drawn upoa
himfelf the cenfures and curfes of his whole order for dif
vbliging fo potent a monarch only to pleafe two-peevith
‘women. i . _

Illuftrious minifter, kings are as gods on earth, and
they efteem it a profanation of their divinity when their
aftions are too narrowly fcanned by their fubje@s.

Paris, gth of the 1ft Moon, of the Year 1654.

V.—To Pestert Havy, bis Brother, Mafler of the Grand
Signior’s Cuffoms at Conflantinople.

"T'ie news which thy letter. imparts would affe& me
with incredible delight, were fuch a thing poffible to
-come to pafs. It is a long time fince I have been weary
‘of dwelling in Paris, and of converfing only wirh infi-
dels ; there is a perfe antipathy between their humour
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and mine ; aod it is no fmall.viclence a.man does to his
sature, in-fuch a.cafe, whea all his aGtions and words axe
counterfeited. This goes mightily againft the grain ; bwt
X bave thenght mothing toe.much:to do or fuffer for our-
great mafter's inteveft, and I am flill of the fame refolu-
tiom : Yet nature itdelf abhors force and refiraint ; ‘there.
fore it wounld be a valt.comfort.to be recalled from this
difagreeable fation, and placed in fome other poft, where
X might ferve God and the Grand Sigmior with more
eabe;

Befides, I have met with nothing but perfecutions and
reproaches from fame at the feraglio ever fince I came to
this city, as 1 hawe often hinted in my difpatches to the -
grandecs, and particalarly once 20 the noble Kerker Hafe
{za, bafla, our countsryman and friend ; wherein I alfo
implored-his favour and mterceffion that I might have
enve to retire into. Arabin, and {pend the reft of my days
in the place where I firlt drew my breath, or at leaft that
I might be permitted to retum to Conftantinople, and
give an account of my agency in thefe parts, though it
were to the lofs of my head, if I deferved it. '

I perceive that generous bafla took compaflion on my
fufferings, and has done his utmoft to relieve me: It is
to bim I owe the propofal that was made in the divaa,
of fending me to the court of the Grand Mogul, there.
to negotiate fome private affairs of imiportance for the-
fultao. .

There is nothing that I have had a greater paffion for
thefe many years, than the happinefs of vifiting thofe re-
mote parts of the earth, fo venerable for the antiquity of
their inhabitants, and the excellency of their laws, cuf-
toms, aecligion, and government ; I mean the Geatile In-
dians, and not the race of the Moguls, who came out of
‘Fartary, and are.but of yeferday, in comparifon with’

~
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the aboriginal people, whof: genealogies and poffeflions
of that country firetch beyond all the records in the
world befide. .

Ever fince I read the journal of thy.travels in the Eaff,
I was inflamed with an ardent defixe to fee that remown-
£d nation, to converfe with the Bramins, and pry isto
the myfteries of their unknown wifdom, which occafions
fo much difcourfe in the world. ‘

I koow not what ails me, but I promife myfelf more
fatisfattion from their books, were I capable of unde~
ftanding the language in which they are written, or from
the lips of thofe priefts who bave them in their cuftody,
than from all the prophets and fages in the world : I fan-
cy I fhould find fomething prodigioully ftrange and a
mazing in their hiftory, yet fquaring with human reafon
and probability of truth : I thould. meet with arguments
which I cannot yet ftart, to prove the cternity of the
world ; arguments clear and demonftrative, fuch as would
eRablifh this do&rine agaiuft all objeQions that have or
can be made to the contrary.

The idea which I already. entutam of fo upmeafurghle
-a duration is oply founded on my own natural thoughts,
and fupported by the concurrent opinion of feveral an-

cient philofophers ; but I fhould hope to fee it difcover-
. ed by thefc Indian records to be a truth as bright as the
fun, and fixed as the centxe of the earth.

There is another thing for which I mightily admire
the Indians, and wherein I endeavour to imitate them to
the utmoft of my power, that is, the juftice and tender-
nefs they fhow towards the beafts. It is a thing which

.needs a confidgrable expiation if by chance they kil any
living cxeature ; but if they do it wilfully, out of cruel
wantonne(s or, malice, and not.in their. own defencs, it is
punifhed with death, no lefs than if they had mwrdered
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& man i No care-of health, nor-fear of diffolution by fick:
weds, can:tempt one of the Bramin race to tafte a bit of
flefh ; much lefs could they be induced, by the mere plea-
fure of their appetites, to commit that which they efteem
fo enormous a fin, and the ‘very fountain of all other -
vices. They count it the greateft injuftice that can be

to fuftain their own lives by the death of any of their

fellow-animals 3 and they efteem it a pufillanithity unbe-

coming a man when he dates not venture his life on the

fmin of the earth, and the milk of cattle, which he may

enjoy in innocence, and nature affords him more than e-

nough of all forts of lawful nourifhment. -

This religious abftinence is the mother of heroic vir-
tues, and thofe who praife it-inviolably ‘are always in a
ftate to contemn the wosld, death, and all momentary
things. Hence:it is that the Indians go to the invifible
world as cheerfully as they would take a journey to Chi-
na and Perfia, Tarkey, or any othér part of the earth;
for they efteem death no other than a fettmg out or voy- )
age of the foul to a more agreeable region.

But I need not infift fo mach on thefe things to thee
who has been among them, and are faniliarly acquainted -
with their genius and inclination : I flide. into this dif-"
courfe infenfibly, by the pleafure I take in thinking of )
thefe people and their admirable virtues, as a man falls in
love with a beautiful wetman by attentively gazing on
her, and many times forgets himfelf and the bufinefs he
was about, comimits errors and indecencies, and, through
the confufion of his {pirits, is quite loft, like one in a
wood. ‘ : .

To return, therefore, to my purpofe: ' A journéy to ™
the Indies would be very pleafant to me on feveral other
accounts. The very fars'of my nativity inclined me to
travely- and from mhy cradle in my father’s houfe I was
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tranfported to Conflaminople, many handreds of leagues
from the place of my birth : Thowknoweft what a roam-
et I have been fince that time, and I can affure thee I
retain the fame difpofition fill. But there is no country
under the moon which I with to fee with greater exrmef-
nefs than Indoftan, the very name whereof founds almoft
as fweet as that of paradife : Doubtlefs it is the Eden of
the earth in many refpe€is ; and the inhabitants believe
there was no better for the original parents of mankind
to dwell in, ranking the hiftory of Mofes on that fubje®
in the number of celebrated fables. I approve not this
cenfure of the Indians, yet I tell thee, as a muffulman, I
dare fay the myfterious writings of Mofes are quite mif-
underftood by the greateft part of mankind ; neither can
any two of his interpreters agree exa@tly which was the
particular fituation of paradife : Some plant that garden
~ in Mefopotamia, others in Paleftine, and a third fort af-
firm it was in Egypt ; this man will have it in Afia, that
in Africa: They are divided in their opinions; and I
might as well fay it was under the Red Sea, between
them both, afd bring as many cabaliftic proofs to defend
“it. But this fignifies nothing to us, let it be where it
will ; every place is a paradife which a man fancies to be
fo, and nothing can beat me off from the conceit I have
of the Indies. ‘
. Befides, I fhould take a vaft delight in my journey chi-
ther, whether I went by the way of the Black Sea, and
" o through the ancient kingdoms of Colchis, Georgie,
and Cathay,- coafting along the foot of Mownt Taurne,
or by the more common .road, through Syria, Arabia,
‘and Perfia. - Either way would afford mutter of thought
to a contemplative man, whildt inf fome phaces he betiolds
she ruine of famdus cities, and his eye revels on the fpoils
of time, of fire, of ‘war, -or of carthquakes ; in others, he
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beholds whole provinces laid wafte and dilpeopled; only
neeting here and there a few cots, herds, or tents of
Arabs, Tartars, or Circaflian herdfmen, who ftraggle ap
and down the pleafant fields of Afia to pick and choofe
conwenient paftures for their cattle,

'How pleafant would it be to travel throngh my own
tountry, and behold the tents of the fons of Ifmael fpread
over the plains of the vaft and horrible defart! to meet
with emirs and fheghs of Arabia, with their flocks and
herds, {ummering it up and down, and frolicing frem
mountain to valley at their pleafure !

From this to pafe to another variety in Perfia would
be equally diverting.- What kind of thoughts thould I
have, whilft on my béd within the walls of Bagdat, the
ftage of {fo. many great and renowned adtions mentioned
in ancient hiftory ! I fhould call to mind Semiramis, the
foundrefs of that nable city, and all' her wars with -the
Indians ‘and other nations of the Eaft ; I fhould refle&
on her policy, and the weaknefs of her fon Ninyas; I
thould confider the various tranflations of the eaftern em-
pire, the alternate fate of the Medes, Aflyrians, Babylo-
‘nians, and Perfiaus ; and from thence I fhould naturally
fall upon the-conquefts of Alexander the Great, the rife
of the Macedonian empire, the death of that mighty hero
in Babylon, and the cantonifing the empire among his
chief officers. Such memoirs as thefe would waken my
thoughts of the vanity of all human affairs, as it -does at

. this time ; and particularly I refle& on my folly in fet-
ting my heart fo much on travelling to a country which
I am never like to fee.

For, alas; my dear birother, I am not able to cmiureat
this age the hardihipa of fo Jong a journey; as I .could in
my youth ;. much ficknefs bas impaired the frength of
my condlitution ; I ath grown as temder as.an infant, the
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leaft puff of wind is ready to blow out the flame of Life;
and whereas formerly neither heat nor cold, hunger nor’
thirt, labour or watching, could hurt me, now my health
receives damage from every one of thefe. I could not
poffibly outlive the fatigue apd pain of travelling two or
three days together, without a drop of water to refrcth
my panting foul ; an habitual fever has made me the
thirfliet man in the world. Then I am not able to bear
the fcorching heats of the fun, to which a traveller in
thafe parts is neceflarily expofed ; I fhould daily diffolve
like wax, or rather exhale in fmoke, in the midft of fo
many fervours : In a word, my body is fo infirm, that I
am very fure to die before I can get half way to Indoftan,
let me take the neareft road I can.

Yet if the minifters of the Porte fhall think fit to fend
me, I am refigned ; for I take no farther care of my life
than as I may be ferviceable to the Grand Signior.

1 intend to write to our illuftrious friend about it : In -
the mean time, do thou for me what the prudence of a
man and the affeGion of a brother fhall fuggeft as moft
condicing to the intereft of our fovereign and our own
honour, which we ought to prefer to our lives.

Our mother is in health, and falutes thee with a tender
embrace.

Paris, 9th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 166,
P ——————————— -

VI.—T0o Hamer, Rets Errenni, Principal Secretary of
the Ottoman Empire.

Tms court of late makes a-double figure, the one of
real forrow for the Duchefs of Savoy’s death, who was
of the blood royal of France, the other of counterfeit
mourning for the death of Carolus Jofephus, brother to
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the German emperor ; for they inwardly rejoice at this
latter, and with the whole houfe of Auftria were lid in
their graves, that family being the only obftacle 10 the
grandenr at which the French monarchy atpires, the on-
Iy rub which Cardinal Richlicu.and his- fucceifi-r Maza-
rini found in their way, when they fought to exait the
Bourbons to the empire of the weft.

The rife and fall of kingdoms, the various changes of
government, the alternate fate of nations, ase theries wor-
thy of a muffulman’s thoughts, confidering that the vie-
sorious and happy Ofmans at this day poffefs the territo-
ries of ancient rerown, the provinces and dominions which
fosmerly made the greateft figure and noife in the world.

What is now become of the moft famous monarchies of
Babylon, Perfia, Affyria, Macedon, Greece, and Rome?
Look for the myfcrious and learned kingdom of Egypt,
the religinus fiate of the Jews, the moft ancient kingdoms
of Sicyonians and Argives, the commonwealths of Edde-
demon and Athens, with many other countries mentiod
ed in the records of time, and we fhall find them all fwal-
lowed up in the univerfal empire of the Ottomans.

The hiftorirs of Belus, and how he got the fovereign-
ty by bunting ; of Ninus his fon, who firft taught the
world the methods of “idolatry ; of Semiramis, Ninyas,
Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belochus, and the reft of thefe
Affyrian monarchs, found now like an antiquated tale or
dréam : Neither is there any more life at this time in the
Babylonian and Perfian regifters ; the mighty a&s of the
Nebuchadaezaars, Cyrufes, and the reft of thofe renown-
ed conquerors, now ferve but as foils to fet off the more
glarious emterprifes and fucceffes of our immortal fultans.

It is true the Perfisus at this day retain fome frage
ments of that ence vaft and formidable caftern empire,
and the Gertmans have i thadow of the ancient imperial

Vel V1. G
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majefty of the Romans ; but both the one and the other
are grown effeminate and weak ; they have loft the vir-
tue, power, and fortune of their predeceffors.

Thou haft travelled over all the dominions of the So-
phi, and been an eye-witnefs of the Perfian luxury, Liber-
tinifm, and nakednefs ; thou haft feen the offspring of |
heroic fages transformed to fwine, dogs, affes, and other
contemptible brutes, as if they had drank of Circe’s cup;
fo fatal is it to decline from the way of virtue, nay, fo
impoffible even to ftand ftill in that facred path, without
being violently pulled backward : In a word, thou art fo
thoroughly acquainted with the prefent flate of Perfia
and all its circumftances, that I fhould appear too off-
cious in pretending to defcribe cither the country or the
people-that inhabit there.

But as to Europe thou profefleft thyfelf a firanger,
and haft commanded me to charaéterife this quarter of
the world ; wherein ‘Germany makes the moft majeftic
«figure by Jand, England and Holland by fea; Spain
boafts of her gald, whilft France treafures it up to pay
her armies, to keep foreign kings in penfion, to build
mighty fleets and magnificent palaces, to corrupt the
German prihces, and make them pimps to her ambition,
inftruments of her defigned grandeur, which is no lefs
than the weftern empire.

As for the Duke of Savoy, he is a mere tennis-ball or
a fhuttle-cock, bandied to and fre between the kings of
France and Spain.

The Swiffes are poor and mercenary, they cannot fay
at home, unlefs they could banquet om the turfs and
flones ; for all the fleth, fruit, and corn in the land, is
not half enough to keep them alive, and they have little
or no money but what they get abroad ; this makes them
all travellers, and moft of them take up the trade of war: .

-
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"They ferve the pope, the French king, and many other
princes, for pay, and where they once engage, they are
wvery true to their truft ; but I can tell thee, they would
be uawilling to fight for the Grand Signior, unlefs he
would allow them plenty of wine, which thou knoweft is
contrary to the difcipline of the muffulman armies ; and
thefe Swiffes are the profeffed adorers of Bacchus.
The Hollanders are induftrious and rich, they mind
nothing but merchandifing and mechanics, they would
fain engrofs the trade of the Indies and the Levant ‘to
themfelves : They traffic that they may be in a condition
to fight, and they fight to eftablifh their commerce, hav-
ing no fenfe of honour, but only of profit: If they at-
tempt any conqueft, or make an invafion, it muft be in °
Aamcrica,or fome other remote country ; for they are on-
ly upon the defenfive among their neighbours, not daring
to be the firft aggreflors in a war: In a word, they are
like a neft of pifmires, that trudge up and down conti-
nually to get provifion, but fting and bite thofe under -
whofe protection they live, if they have an opportunity.
It is thought the Prince of Orange, who- defcends
from an illuftrious ftock, will ere long reduce thofe re-
pubhcans to another form_ of government. The Frénch
ftyle him, « The Head and Heart of the United States,”
and thefe thou knoweft command the hands and feet. ..
Germany is counted the bulwark of Chriftendom a.
: gamﬁ the msghty power of the Ottomans and Tartars ;
but in my opinion one of our ambaffadors at the empe-
ror’s court gave a truer defcription of it, when he com.
pared Germany to a great monfter with many heads and
tails, which having a defire to* break through a certain
quickfet fence or hedge, and each particular head mak-
ing way where it could beft among the lefs entangled
branches, were all caught in fo many different noofes, by
G2
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the interpofition of ftrong trees, and fo the monfter was
forced to retive with thame and lofs ; whereas he faid the
Ofran empire was like an animal with one head and ma-
ny tails, and that one head not encountering the like dif-
ficulties, eafily paffed through, being followed by the
tails with one confent, as the untwifted ends of a ten-
ftringed cord pafs through a ring or hole, when the urit-
ed part has led them the way.

I fhould have mentioned Italy, Poland, Denmark,
Mufcovy, and other regions of Europe, but it would be
too tedious for one letter, which I fhould neither have
time to write, nor theu patience to read at once.

_ Thercfore I defise thee to accept of this only as a

tough draught and imperfe& fketch of fame parts of the
Weft; but in my future difpatches I will imitate the
painters, and endeavour to dzaw each member and linez-
ment of this great body to the life, ‘as near as 1 can dif
cern them by the lights I have in Paris.

Paris, 10th of the 4th Vioon, of the Year 1664. -

VII.—To Ksaxen Hassaxn, Bafa.

M.y God muluply his bleffings on thee, and caufe thy
heart to fparkle with frefh lights and new joys, like the
fgy-rockets on a dunalma or royal holiday. Accept
alfo a fmall prefent, not worth an igventory (confitting
only of a few piQures, looking-glafies, watches, and
other manufa@ures of France), from the hands of Mah-
mut thy countryman, fon: of thy father’s ncighbeur, and
a voluntary flave of thofe who ferve thee, if I had the
honour of an opportunity. '
Neither the gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy of

efteem ; but thou haft conddcmﬁm enough to lock on
s
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both with the eye of a noble Arab, who knows how to
value the fincerity of any man’s deveir and affetion,
which way foever he exprefles it.

I can never fotget the former difcoveries of thy friend-
thip to my brother Pefteli and me, and in general to all
thofe of our houfe, which #ill encourages me to expe®
greater kindnefles, nay, in a manner aflures me of them ;
becaufe I know the nature of true generofity is fuch,
that where it bnce begins to faften on an objed, it never
ceafes to communicate its favours, till damned perfidy
gives 2 check to the current’; and may he be damned
that then hasthe impudence to afk for any more:

But, praife be to God, my cafe is otherwife; I am
not in the number of the ungrateful and treacherots;
and therefore with boldnefs I prefume once more to ad-
drefs to the duft of thy feet, illuftrious bafla, begging
thy patronage and fhelter from the perfecution of my
enemies, whofe whole endeavour is to ruin me.

Thou knoweft I came to Paris in the year 1637 of
the Chriftians hegira: The fun had then rcvilited the
fign he was in at my nativity juft the eight-and-twenticth
time. I was a mere youngfter in the world ; however,
my {uperiors thought me fit for this employment. How
I have acquitted myfelf in it ever fince, I leave to thern«
felves to judge ; yet, for fathion’s fake, they will be al

_ways finding - faults ; one fycophant or other is pers
petually railling agaiot me, when they find any of the
vifiers and other grandees in a humour to hearken to
them. I fancy it is for want of difcourfe ; when they"
have nothing clfe to talk of, then they fall a-cenfuring’
of poor Mahmut, who undergoes. more fatigues than an~
hundred thoufand fuch * Thiguch as they. ' I cannot

# This word Thlguch was left fo in the Italian, and the Englifh
tranflator knows net what to make of it. )

¢3
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imagine what they aim at, unlefs it be ‘that they would
have me turn Chriftian, and enter myfelf into fome mo-
naftery. ’ T

Suffer me, my noble friend, to tell thee that a man
cannot want for temptations to fuch a change of his
faith, without being confined to a reclufe life : He may
be a friar or a libertine, a prieft oy a layman, a zealot or
an hypocrite, a chimney-fweeper or an abbot, which he
pleafes, according as he is qualified ; and I can affure
thee, he that would be a good man, which is beyond 4l
the reft, has incentives enough among the profeffors of
the Nazarene worthip, though the greateft part are
wicked.

As for me, 1 never thought that true religion confift-
ed in empty names and titles, in forms and ceremonies,
in parties and fations, or in any thing but in a life con-
‘form to reafon and to the will of God.

They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian rambler,
that has rcad fomething more than the parith-clerks;
and becaufe they know I underfland Greek, Sclavonian;
and two or three languages more, they would fain make
me a prieft, do&tor, orator, or any thing that I would
accept of, to ferve an intereft ; and I am compelled to
ufe either a downright humility or a forced pride, that I
may handfomely evade their courtfhip, convincing them
fometimes that I am not fit for fuch dignities, at other
feafons telling them I above inferior orders, and that
nothing lefs than an archbifhop’s pall or a cardinal’s hat -
will fatisfy my ambition.

Thus I really diffemble, and jeft myfelf in earneft cut
of ample eftates, to ferve God, his prophet, and the
Grand Signior ; yet am traduced at the feraglie for an
hypocrite, an infidel, and God knows what.

Here is honeft Eliachim the Jew undergoes the fame
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fate, whilft thofe of his own party, efpecially the rabbis,
proclaim him every where for a Chriftian, and the Naza-
Temes point at him as a Turk ; only my landlord, where
I before lodged, who is an honeft old drunken Fleming,
takes Eliachim for a faint, and fwears he will have'him

canonifed after his death, and all this for no other reafon ‘

but becaufe Eliachim treats him now and then with a
bottle of wine ; fo partial are all men to their own hu~
mwours and interefts, But the truth of it is, Eliachim is
an excellent counterfeit, and my landlord is not the only

man who has this veneration for him ; he paffes fora

very good catholic and an holy man among a great
many others ; his looks are fo demure, his mien {o com-
pofed, and he has fuch godly difcourfe with him, about
the facraments, indulgencies, miracles, and graces of the
church, when he is in company with Chriftians, that he
would deceive the Spanifh inquifition, and cheat the devil
himfelf.

Sach is the violence we are forced to ufe to ourfclves,
who live in thefe hazardous ftations ; and yet nobody
confiders us, or regards our zeal for the Grand Signior ;
our reputation, liberty, and lives are precarious ; we are
not only in perpetual danger of the revenge of the Naza~

renes, who are our real enemies, but alfo expofed to the .

envy, malice, and perfecution of thofe who ought to be.
our friends.

I have often complained of the malicious calumnies
thrown or me by Ikingi Cap-Oglani and his aflociates,
and the minifters were pleafed to seceive my apologies ;
but now I fufpe& greater treachery : I fent an account
to the reis effendi fome years ago, how I was dodged up.
and dowa the firects of Paris by a fellow whom I knew
not, and what,apprehenfions that put me upon. I will
acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an affaffin in.

G4
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the dark, I armed my breaft with a quire of paper,
which is known to be dagger proof : I was not at all
miftaken in my guefs ; for the laft night, as I was re.
turning home to my lodging, between the hours of aise
. and ten, I received a Rab in my aforefaid breaftplate,
right againft my heart. It was not fo dark buz I could
perceive the perfon, who gave me this blow ; and felf.
prefervation taught me immediately to feize on him, and
grapple as clofe as I could, extending his arms wih
mine, at a good diftance from our bodiecs. I am bat
Kttle and fhort, yet I have a ftrong {pring with sy body
when I am once reufed, as thou wilt imagine I wxe now;
befidcs, I bave generally a certain prefence of mind in
time of danger, which fails mot to prompt me with the
readieft and moft proper courfe o efcape : In a word, I
wrefted the poniard out of the ruffian’s hand, and Rabbed
him dead with it, not thinking it fafe to make a neife,
but choofing rather to die, if my ftrengh failed me, thas,
by crying out for help, run the ritk of worfe confe-
quences 3 for 1 had long expe&ted fome fuch attemps »
this upon my life from my enemies at the Porte; aad
eoncluding this fellow to be ome employed by them for
that purpofe, I thought it no prudence to have him
feized by the watch and punithed by the law, leit he
fhould in revenge difcover me and my bufinefs to thefe
infidels ; therefore I playcd ihe executioner myfelf, and
fent him out of hend to another world, to prevent his
telling tales in this. Thou wilt. fay there was mo in-
juitice in this, fince it was in my own defence, and to
fave the honour of my fovereign. As he fell, he uttered
thefe words in a faint broken tome ; ¢ Mabmut, my
desth will be revenged before long, and you cannot
efcape the trap that is laid for you.” Then he expired. .

This made me prefently conclude that be .was em-
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ployed by fomebody at'the Porte, for how elfe thould
hie know my true name ? But, upon fecond thoughts, I
cannot be certain bot that he was fet at work by my

_old Sicilian mafter, fince he knew my name alfo ; how-
ever, I have greater reafon to fufpect the former ; becaufe
it is not probable that the infidel would take fo ¢harge-
able and troublefome a method to murder me; neither
had he provocation enough ; befides, for aught I know,
he ‘may be dead. God onmly is acquainted with the
truth. However, to prevent future affaults of this na-
ture, and a great many other inconveniences; I have're-
moved myfelf to a new lodging, in the moft obfcure
cornier bf the city, and vety remote from the place where
I lived before, being refolved alfo not to frequent the
court nor any public places, as I have done formerly, but
to take other meafures for intelligence.

‘What I defire of thee is, to reprefent my cale favour-
ably te the divan, that they may approve of my condu. -
Do-alfo whatever elfe thou judgeft the part of a country-
man and a friend. .

Ag for the event, I patiently wait the appointment of
dettiny, for it is in vain to be too folicitous.

Adieu, high-born Kerker, and forget not Mahmut in”
his diftrefs, for that is the time wherein true friendfhip is.
ttied.

Paris, 17th of the sth Moon, of the Year 1664.

, , —
VIIL.—Z0 Natuax Ben Savo1, a Few at Vienna..

B not ditheartened m the woubles which thou en.-

countereft in this world of lotteries ; but remember the

udage of thy rabbis, « That evil, which is old as night,

iv yet the offspring of ‘evoty mosming.” The sges are
5
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meafured exa&lly, and our hours are chequered with
equal mixtures of happinefs and misfortune ; we are not
born to our own defires ; and, a3 not a man of us can
remember how he was formed in the womb, fo have we
no reafon to repine at what happfns to us fince we came
out of it. Whatever power, wifdom, and goodnefs, took
care of us then, andye-afterwards infpired our.mothers and
nurfes with tendernefs, and a thoufand cegrees of pa-
tience beyond what is recorded of Job, the fame will
provide for us to eternity.

The defire of knowledge killed Adam, and the fame
luft, propagated with hig feed, deftroys all his pofterity :
We can never be fatisfied in our confinement to this
world, and therefore we flounce and flutter on all fides,
like fith, or birds in a net, to find a way out ; whillt we
do but entangle ouri¢lves the fafter, render our reftraint
inore uneafy, and delay the poffibility of our releafe;
whereas patience would foon fet us free, and rank us
among the immortals. One thinks. to efcape by high
drinking ; another by fevers of love or glory; and a
third conceits he fhall by his gold be able to bribe the
watch, who guard the laft paffes of this 1ift, and per-
fuade them to let him fcamper fafe to -paradife. Alas!
alas! all this is but the fophiftry of our paffions ; “it is in
vain to think of haftening or retarding our fate ; our
time js fet, though we know not the period ; refignation
is our beft leflon, and prudence the next.

Perhaps thou wilt call this a fermon rather than a letter ;
but I advife thee to read it with the eyes of a ftoic ; that
is, whether it pleafes thee or not, regard it no farther
than it agrees with reafon, I would fain afk of the man
who expe@s to have his will accomplifhed in this life,
whether he can prévail upon the fun to rife any morning-
within the ar&ic circle, or §‘he moon to defcend fome
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night and {weep the fnow off from the top of mount
Athos ; fo inexorable is our deftiny, fo unalterable the
decrees of fate. ,

Be not troubled sherefore at any thing, but remember
that thou art a part of the univerfe, and that nothing:
€anbetide thee which is not for the good of the whole.

What I have faid is to arm thee againft all the con.:
tingencies which may affault thee unawares, ruthing up.
on thee ot a fudden from behind the veil, which covers.
all the defigns of providence and nature, deftiny and.
chance.

I myfelf have lately experienced that it is good to be
thus prepared for future events, having narrowly efcaped’
death. by a little timely forecaft.

It is not ncceflary for thee at this time to know all
the circumftances of my danger ; fuffice it to fay, that L
was affaffinated in the dark, killed him that defigned to.
be my murderer, and am now forced to remove my ha-
bitation. ) o

Eliachim thy brother in Ifrael will be at Vienna with-
- in fourteen days : He will give thee a farther account of
all things which it behoves thee to know, with.frefh in-
firuQions concerning my new lodgings, and the method.
we muft obferve fon the futare in conveying letters ;
we caanot be too cautious in the Grand Signior’s bufi-
nefs, . :
As for our own lives,, let us imagine they were only.
lent us to ferve him, on whofe. life fo many millions of.
lives depend.

Paris, 18th of the-sth-Moon, of the Year 1664.

66
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IX.—To Zeipr Avamanzy, a Merchant at Venice.

| obliged to fend circular Jetters at this time to all
the flaves of the Grand Signior, who have bufinefls with
me at Paris, to inform them, that upon a very important
emergency I am forced to change my lodgings. I have
already fent away difpatches to Conftantinople and Vi-
enna on this account, to prevent the errors they might
commit in addreffing their letters ; for the fame reafon I
now write to thee; thou needeft not inquire after the
occafion of this condu®, nor wonder at any thing that

happens to us extraordinary in thefe hazardous pofts:

‘We muft expe& to encounter with rubs and obftacles in

{erving our great mafter. 1f thefe difficulties have but

their proper effp&, ‘which is to whet our inventions, in.

creafe our diligence, and confirm us in our zeal, all ﬂnB

go well.

The foul of man never dlfplays her faculties and per-

feQions with greater luftre; than when (he is environed
with perils ; thefe are the trinle of fortitude, prudence,
jukice, and all the virtues. Hec that finks under mif-
fortumcs and crofe events, has cithier no foul, or it is 2«
fleep. -
Courage, then, fellow.flave, and let thy heart beat 2
continual alarm : Be not difmayed at anty thing, nor kt
felf-love bereave thee of thy honour ; but go on in tlny
duty, and trult thy feul to Ged.

Thou liveft in a cjty where virtue and vice are in emo
lation, ftill ftriving to furpafs.cach other: There are not
more wicked people in the world than Venice affords,
nor yet more pious and good. Follow thou the beft pat-
terns, and be happy ;. but do nothing by bare imitation,
for that is theright way to become an hypocrite. Let all
thy aétions proceed from vital principles of reafon and
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generofity in thyfelf, and when thou feeft rure ezamples,
let them ferve only to awaken and roufe thy innate
virtue.

Send me no letters till thou hatt received frefh orders
from the Porte ; they will furnifh thee with all neceflaty
inftrudtions ; after that, let me hear from thec as often a8
theu wilt ; thy difpatches will be always weleome. Let
them contain matter of intelligence chiefly, and that of
the frefheft date; penetrate into the eouricils of the re.
public where thou refideft ; nfmnuvate thyfelf with the fe
nators and grandees ; dive into their hearts, and . unlock
their fecrets 3 communicate fothing but the truth to the
minifters of the Povte or to me. 1f thou canft difcover
their inclinations to a peace, or their sbfolute need of ity
thou wilt de an acceptable fervice te the Grand Signior,
and to the whole empire of the faithfol ; for then we datt
bring them to our own terms. .

Zeidi, to: God I recommend thee, dcﬁnng him €6 pre.
ferve thee from wine, women, and cards, which ard the
three capital temptations of Venice.

Paris, Ift of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1664.

e ————— . — — —— == ]

X.—To Mvn-r, Bqﬁ

I canwor eafily divine the reafons why I am fo riuch
segle@ed by the minifters of the Porte. Above four
years have paffed away, wherein many notable &vents
batve happened, yet nébody thought it worth his labour
to informy Mahmut of aniy thiiig ; fo that all the ndtices
1 coutd gain of remote tranfaltions, are owifig either 't
the publlic news of Europe, or'at beft to fome pareiculsr
Yetters of merdunts reﬁkling in t!ﬂs city, with whord ¥

ss
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eonferve an intimacy for the fake of intclligence, and for
other caufes. *

Thus I fhould have been in ignorance to this day what
iffue the baffa of Aleppo’s rebellion had, were it not for
an accidental interview I lately had of fome French tra-
vellers who came from Conftantinople : Thefe informed
me of the fudden fate of that baffa, when he was at the
height of all his grandeur, within a few days march of
the imperial city, at the head of a potent army, and juft
upon the point of accommodation with the Grand Signior.
They much extol his bravery and refolution ; for the
French are naturally lovers of fuch as darc boldly oppefe
their fovereign. They equally condemn the fly perfi-
gioufnefs of Mortaza Baffa, to whofe fafe condu@ the
generous rebel trulted his life, and by that eafinefs loft
it; yet they applaud Mortaza’s loyalty, courage, and
wifdom, with the eminent fervices he afterwards did the
empire, in leading the army againft Ragatfki Prince of
Tranfylvania, which at length lifted him to the goverp~
ment of Babylon.

All thefe things had been hid from me, were not the
Nazarenes my intelligencers ; nor fhould I have known
how the rchellion was carried on, after his death, by his-
revengeful nephew, by the fon of Chufaein Baffa, by a
Bey. of Egypt, and other malcontents ; yet fuch paflages
are fit far 2 man in my poft to be acquainted- with, that
he may have a clear idea. of his mafter’s circumftances,.

- and fo apply himfelf more effettually to ferve him.
_ It had not been amifs if I had received timely intelli.
gence of the death of Prince Ragotdki, in regard there
was.always a private correfpondence, between him and
thie court, which ceafing by his -death, it. had beca
worth my pains 10 obferve -whether it would be contic
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nued by his fuaceﬂ'or, or what other meafurcs they woul&
take.

It is true I was acquainted with thls, but not by the
minifters of the Porte. I heard alfo of all the following
commotions in Tranfylvania, occafioned by the different
fations of Michael Apafi and Kemini Janos, the two.
vival princes.® I was not forry for this news, knowing
that the divifions of the Nazarenes ftrengthen the unity
and force of the muffulman empire. 1 was likewife in-
formed of the fate of Mortaza baffa of Babylon, wha
fell a vi&kim to the grand vifier’s jealoufy, with many o-
ther paffages ; but neither from the Porte, nor from any
other hands, could I learn the- leaft intelligence of the
Venetian war, -and what progrefs our arms have made is
Candia, Dalmatia, and the otber dominions of the re-
public, which makes me conclude, that either the Grand
Signior’s refidence at Adrianople abated his inclinations:
to martial affairs (which is alfo the common opinien of
the Chriftians here in the Weft), or that the war ‘in
Hungary for a while fuperfeded all other defigns. -

However it be, it is certain the fucceffes of the Otto-
man arms, in taking Newhaufel, Leventz, Novigrod,.
and other places of ftrength, with the terrible incurfions
of the Tartars through Moravia and Auftria, put the
whole German empire into a great confternation : Am-
baffadors are -fent from the imperial court to all:the
Chriftian princes, imploring their affiftance in this general
danger of Europe.

Here is one arrived at this court, whom they call
Count ‘Strezzi, a perfon of good addrefs, and mafter of
.much eloguence: He has prevdiled on the: French king
to maintain 4t his own' charges fix thouwfand horfé. and

.foot-to ferve dgainft the vi®torious Ofmans; a great ma-
ny perfons of quality have lifted-themfelves as volnteers,
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sod the meaner fort talk of nothing but marching to
Conftantinople, and driving the Turks back to Scythia,
from whence they firft came.

Courteous baffa, thou wilt laugh at the vanity of thefe
infidels, who confider not, that by the grace of God,
and miracles of his prophet, our emperor is the king of
all the kings on the carth ; the mightieft of the mighty
omes; the pheenix of honour, power, and unparalleled ma-
jefty ; brother and companion of the fun, moon, and
fars ; a prince of a myfterious and f{ublime lineage, in
whom are centered all glory and excellency ; the fhadow
of God on earth. :

The breath of fame goes before the van-couriers of his
armivs, purifying 2ll places, and filling them with vene.
ration and terror; the duft that is raifed by his heroic ca-
valry pafing through the air, caufes trembling and afto-
nifhment in the hearts of the Chriftians ; the infidels fall
before the fatal {cimetars of true believers. -

May the angel of the houfe of Ifmael contimue to
profper the holy offspring, to extend their conquetts, and
propagate the faith unblemifhed, that the names of Alla
and Mshomet may be heard in all climates, and from the
utmoft borders of the carth.

Paris, sth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1664.

PRV ' S
X1.—70 Isour, bis Kinfman, a Merchant at Aﬂrata;;.

I ravE often wondered why, among the ref of the na-
tiens in Chriftendom, thou wouldeft not beftow the leaft
tranfient vifit on Spain ; but, upon more mature confi-
deration, I find thou art a man of judgment in travelling;
that country lics under x very ill chara&er for the penu-
ryofdlﬁingumﬂnyto{oﬁuirm lives of the na
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tives, and by coafequence, it is rot to be thought they
cau fpare much for firangers ; a very inhofpitable region,
abounding in beggars, thieves, and drones, full of wine
and gold, yet barren of corn and rich people.

Thou.wilt not think this a paradox, when thou fhalt
confider thdt the Spaniards have all their corn from
France, Gerntany, or Sicily ; and that, for this and o=
ther reafons, Spaia is but like a fieve, through which the
immenfe treafures of Peru and Mexico are drained into
other countrics,

You may travel fome days together in Spain witheut
feeing any thing, fave the dry face of a defart; and i
ysu chante to meet with a boufe wherein you may fhel
te? yourfelf and your hotfe, expe@t no better than a Ra-
mezau entertamment 3 for you muft fafl all day, aad
think yourfelf asuch refpeed if you can get a few o-
nions, or ether roots and herbs, with a morfel of bread
aud fleflt at might, to keep you from being fanfible that
you are actmlly Rarving.

Thea the inhabitants are the proudeft people on earth;
you fball meet with nome but kings, prisces, vicetoys,
or at leaft men that concrit thamdelves fuch ; they are
alfo mercilefs in their revenge, crud, obdurate, covet-
ous, morofe, and inexorable; in a word, Spam is the
Jefuits paradife, the Jews purgatory, and the hell of
womes.

1 therefore commend thy fortune, or thy prudence ra- -
ther, which would not fuffer thee to fall into the hands
of thofe barbarians, nor think it worth thy pains to
breathe an air infeied with fo many vices.. Thou haft
pafied through many more inviting provinces, and art at
laft happaly feared to thy mmd. Improvt thy oppm‘ln-
witics. in doing good.

I fent a_letter to our eouﬁu Solyman, advifing him
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to give thee a vifit. If he comes, receive him kindly,
and perform the part of a kinfman ; put all expences to
my account, and remember that no man is born for himy
felf. ’

Pa.r'is, 6th ef-the 7th Moon, of the Year 1664.

XI11.—7o Ar1s, Baffa.

A Euarope is alarmed with the mighty preparations
which our invincible fovereign is making to invade the
German empire : Great is their confternation and fear,
and couriers are every where running up,and down from
one kingdom and, court to another, to remonftrate the
common danger, and beg affiftance : -Every body ap-
pears zealous in a caufe which concerns all Chriftendom;
“and the French king has lent the emperor 8ooc men.

The Duke of Beaufort is alfo gone with a fquadran
of fhips to encounter the corfairs of Algiers, and other
. dominions of Barbary.

The pope has fent to the emperor’s affiftance fix thou-
fand foot and two thoufind horfe ; and the reft of the
emperor’s allies are raifing levies for him as faft as they
can, it being current news, that the Grand Signior in
perfon is at the head of two bundred thoufand men, en-
tering Hungary as a conqueror; that he has taken a-
bove forty towns, ruined all the country where he paffed
through, and that in a little time he will be at the walls
of Vienna.

In the mean time, this court appears mfcnﬁblc of the
general danger which threatens Chriftendom ; they are
altogether taken up in ballads, plays, and feafting,
minding their own intereft more than that of their neigh-
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bours, and revelling as if  the ng of Frahce were fole
monarch of the world.

Here is arrived a legate from Rome, to compofe the
differences between the pope and this crown: His name
is Cardinal Chifi. He is received with unparalleled mag-
nificence, as if he were an angel from -heaven ; for the
French king loves to fhow his grandeur on fuch occa-
fions ; befides, all the nations which are in the commu-
nion of the Latin church have an unreferved veneration
for the Roman mufti, whom they efteem the fucceffor of
Petcr the prince of the apoftles.

- This young monarch has a large foyl; the whole
world feems too little to fatisfy his ambition ; he lays the
foundation of defigns greater than thofe of Alexander
the conqueror of Afia; he heaps up money at a prodi-
gious rate, raifes vaft armies, builds magnificent palaces,
keeps kings in penfion, fupports many princes of Ger-
many, and in a word, commands more of them than
does the emperor himfelf who is their lawful fovereign.

Yet after all I cannot perceive that he lofes any degree
of that refpe& which he owes, and which his predecef-
fors have always paid to the Grand Signior, who is the
undeniable arbiter of the whole world.

God grant our fovereign long life, perpetual vitories;
and a good ftomach to his meat, which the King of
France wants to the accompliihment of his happinefs ;
for at prefént he feeds like a fparrow.

Paris, 3gth of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1664,
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XI11.—-75 Hamer, Rers Errsnoy, Principal Secretary
of the Ottoman Empire.

T wov witt perceive the vaft refpe& I have for thee by
my frequent difpatches ; thy commands are to me as the
laws and fanétions of the Ottoman empire, which I will
never violate. I am no flatterer ; witnefs my letters to
fome of the grandees, wherein I have not fpared to re-
prove their vices, error3, and maladminiftration. If a
bafla has been unjuft, feditious, or engaged in rebellious
praétices ; if he has proved an extortioner, a drunkard,
.or a tyrant, he has not efcaped without a due reprimand.
I have been bold in correQing, advifing, and giving
counfel to the greateft minifters in the empire ; and this
was a province appointed me by the flower of fublime
glory, the pheenix of honour, fole favourite and truftee
of the Grand Signior, the Vifier Azem, in whofe cufto-
dy were the feals of imperial fecrets, majeftic decrees,
and royal edi€ls, who being the primum molile of the re-
fulgent muffulman ftate, gave life, alivity, and order to
all the inferior orbs, fprings, and iaftruments of govers-
ment.

I received this command many years ago, and he that
gave it me is gone to the world of fpirits s yet the in-
junion remains in force, being ftamped with the myl-
terious fignet, the chara&er of fupreme and immutable
authority ; in obedience to which I have never warped
or winched from the duty injoined me; and to demon-
frate that I did not do this in vain oftentation of the
power which was given me, I have not failed all along
to pay to a man of merit the attach and veneration
which was his due. .

It is with inexpreffible pleafure I throw myfelf at the
feet of a wife and virtuous man, with-extreme compla-
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ceney I kifs the duft whereon he treads, and unfold all
my facultics in expreffing my é¢Reem. [ am full of Pla-
tonic leve, and build altars in my breaft to a foul defers-
ing the innocent facrificzs of amorous paffions, the in-
cenfe of gratitude, and a pure aficion, an holocauft of
integrity and loyal friendihip.

Y proteft, by the hopes I have of fitting en the banks’
of the rivers in Eden, and of being regaled in the de-
lc@able chiofes of paradife, that I honour thy l:araing,
and other fage perfeQions, that anblemithed life, thefe
excellent morals, and the unparalleled fweetnefs of mo-
defty which crowns all thy ations. But I will fay not
more to a man who cannot hear his own praifes: The
beft method of exprefling my regard will be to anfwer
thy expe&tations, in prefenting thee wich the true pon:
traiture of thefe weftern nations and people, which thou -
fo paflionately coveteft.

I muft defire thee to excufe the confufion and want of -
order ia my ktters, fince I fend thee a medley of remarks-
as they come to my knowledge and memory.

It is not long ago fince I wrote to Ifouf Eb’n Ach-:
med, a kiefman of mine, a merchant at Aftracan ; and
among other things I took notice of his not going te fee
Spain in his travels ; for he has been in molt of the
kingdoms of Europe, and over all Afia and Afric. In
that letter I deferibed Spain in its worft colours ; sow I
wilt fhow it to thee in another figure, without fwerving -
from the truth; for every country has its perfeitions
and excellencies, as well as its defe@ts and blemithes.

If Spain have a barren fuil for comn, nature has made .
amends for that fault, in the purity of the air, and the
plenty of fruits ; the fands of her rivers are of the moft
perfe gold ; her villages, though few, are greater and -
more populous than fome citics, witnefs Madnd ; her
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mountains are of iron, marble, and jafper ; her valleys
underlaid with lead, brafs, and filver. Spain of old was
the Tharfis of Solomon, the Ophir of the Pheenicians, and
the Peru of Rome.

In thofe days the inhabitants of Spain were famous
for their fortitude and invincible conftancy. It is re-
corded, that the iohabitants of Sagunto, in the province
of Valencia, when they were befieged by Hannibal, and
fore prefled by the Carthaginians, chofe to burn them-
felves, with their wives, children, and all their wealth,
rather than yield to their enemies.

Their fidelity alfo was fo remarkable, that fome of
the Roman emperors had always a guard of Spaniards
Rear their perfons, as the French king, the pope, and
ether princes do now confide in the trufty Swifs.

But though there remain- ftill fome fcattered remnants
of the ancient virtue among them, efpecially in Bifcay
and Caftile, yet the greateft part of the Spaniards are
degenerated ; they make no figure now in the world,
but only for their gold, and the vaftnefs of their domi-
nions ; for they poffefs the beft half of America, are
lords of two mighty empires, and not without large ter-
ritories in the other three quarters of the world: Yet
the too great extent of their power has weakened its
vigour ; the afluence of their wealth has really impove-
rifhed them, and by ftraining their houour too high, they
have cracked it, being now of little or no efteem in Eu-
rope : Their glory fades at the rifing grandeur of France,
which makes radiant and fwift advances towards its ze-
nith. This young monarch is already become the arbi-
ter of all Chriftendom. '

Accomplifhed minifter, there is nothing in nature fted-
faft ; the world is but an eternal circulation of events,
viciffitudes, and changes, without beginning or end. On-
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ly God remains immutable in his own effence, which is
the centre of every thing. May thou and I meet there,
and then we fhall be eternally happy. Adicu.

Paris, 12th of the gth Moeon, of the Year 1664.

—
—

XIV.—To Musu Asv’v YAuyYax, Profefor of Philo-
Jophy at Fez.

By the faith and obedience I owe to Mohammed our
holy lawgiver, by the Alcoran, and all that is efteemed
facred among the muffulmans, I fwear thy long filence
made me coficlude my firft letter was unwelcome to thee ;
but now I am convinced to the contrary ; thy generous
anfwer has removed my apprehenfions, and filled me with
complacency ; henceforth I fhall reft aflured and confi-
dent of thy friendthip, promlﬁng myfelf vaft improve-
ments from fo learned a cosverfation, though only by
letters at many hundred leagues diftance.

As to what thou requireft of me concerning the vari-
ous languages of Europe, I will inform thee the beft I
can, according to the obfervations I have made, and the
intelligence I have received from men of letters, and -
from books, which are the pi¢tures of learned fouls, mir-
rors wherein they may behold their own perfe@ions whilft
they are on earth, and after their departure to the in-
vifibles, other men may fee the interior beauties of their
mind reprefented to the life ; for words are the perfe&
fculpture of the intelle®, or at leaft its mezzotinto ; 3
they are the exprefs portraiture of divine and human
reafon. Thus the Alcoran is called by fome. of our holy
do&ors, ¢ The true image of original and uncreated
wifdom.”

Now of all the words and languages on carth, thou
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knoweft the pre-eminence has beem for ever given to
thefe of the Eaft, and among them to the Arabian, beth
in regard of its purity aad of its antiguity, from whence
it is ftyled the virgin mother of languages, the diajedt .of
the blefled above.

_Thou knoweft that for this reafon it is the true faith
ful cavet no fpecies of learning more ardently than to be
perfe&ily kkilled in fo divine a {peech, wherein the volume
of celeftial majefty was penned in Heaved before the
throne of God, and fest down en earth by the hand of
Gabriel, prince of the meffengers who fly en the emrands
of the Omnipotent. It wae fent, I fay, to the prophet, |,
who ceuld neither write nor read, that the world might
be convinced of its divine original; yet the incredulom
will not believe ; though. it is manifeft to. any man of
impartial fenfe, that a perfon altogether ignosant: of let-
ters could not poflibly compofe a book the moft elegest
that ever was peuned in the world, and wherein not the
leaft blemith or contradi&tion can be found, from the
chapter of the preface to the laft verficle, which winds
up the whele velume. Oh ] obdurate hearts of infidels }
©Oh! wilfully blind, that fhut their eyes againk the {ples.
dours of eternal light! Oh!-refolvedly deaf, that lhp
their ears againk the voice of God and bis prophet ! no
ther will they liften to the foft whifpers whick are wafted
from paradife.

Such are the Nazarenes, who, for the fake of the
Greek and Roman tongues, of which they are paffionate
ly enamoured, educate their cbildrea in a fair way to be-
Eeve all the monftrous fiQions of the ancient poets, or at
leatt all the lying tales and legends of their own pricils,
which are ten times more fabulous than the former, and
more inconfiftent with reafon ; and this they do rather
than be at the pains of learning Arabic, which would
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inftru@ them in truths as clear and ferene as the orient
fun. .
1 fhall fay little of thofé twoe ancient languages of
Greece and Rome, in regard they being now grown
obfolete-are only to be learned in f{chools ; thou, no
doubt, art verfed in them ad unguem, as the Latins phrafe
it. . .
That which feems propereft for me to inform thee of
is, that the Reman or Latin tongue appears like an oM
- antiquated mother thraft out of doors by her four un-
grateful daughters, Italian, French, Spanifh, and Portu-
guefe. Thefe are her natural offspring, begot during
the Roman conquefts in the Weft, and degenerating
after that empire was in its decline ; fo that now they
«are taken for no better than mongreis or baftards. In
- Spanith there is a great mixture of Gothifh and Morefco
words ; the French retain many of their old Gaulith
idioms ; the Italian is corrupted with a hodge-podge of
words, left by the Vandals, Huns, and-Longobards ;
yet that fault is recompenfed by abundance of Greek
ctymelogies ; as for the Portuguefe, it is but a diale& of
Spanifth, and lies under the fame imperfe&ions.

The oaly pure maternal languages now current among
the common: people in any part of Europe, are the Teu-
tonic, Sclavonic, and Britith ; the firit is fpoken in Ger-
many to perfe@ion, but corruptly in Swedeland, Den-
mark, and the United Provinces 3 ,Ahe {econd is common
to. the Hungarians, Moldavians, Poles, Ruffians, and
many other nations ; the laft is confined to the Welfh, a
people inhabiting a corner of Great Britain, driven thi-
ther by the viQorious Saxens, their conquerars, above a
thoufand years ago ; as for the reft, they are only mixed
dialc&s_, and fo not worth taking notice of ; excel;ting
one mountainous part of Spain, where the inhabitants are

Vel V1. - n
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{aid to fpeak pure Arabic at this day ; they are {uppofed
to be a remnant of the Moors,

The critics here in the Weft ufe to give thefe follow-
ing rules in reference to languages : 1f you would addrefs
.to God, fpeak in Greek or Latin, becaufe of their anti-
.quity, purity, and majcﬁ.ic loftinefs ; if to kings, fpeak
in Spanifh, in regard of its flow pronunciation and gra-
vity ; if to men, ufe Italian ; to women, French;
dogs, Welh ; but if you would affright an. . enemy, or tbc
devil himfelf, fpeak High Dutch,

They relate. a flory of a German ambaﬂ'ador, at. thc

Frcnch court, W ho dclivered -his meflage in Tcutcmc,
which when a certain grandee heard, -and took natice af
its harth.aad ftrong emphafis, he fware it was his opinion
that this was the langnage wherein God curfed Adam,
Eve, and the ferpent.. The German tuning to, bim, an-
fwered byitkly, ¢ It is-poffible, Monfieur, it may be fo,
‘but then I hope you will grant that French was the o¢-
cafion of this curfc, when the devil chofe to tempt. Eve
in that language for its effeminacy, wheedling her a-la-
mode de Paris, to eat the forbidden fruit,”
. Renowned Mufu, do me the honour of frequcnt let-
teri; inftru me'in things whereof I am ignorant ; make
me familiar with the remarkables of the country where
thou refideft ; tranfport Fez, with the other parts of
Afric which are known to thee, tranfport them, I fay,
fucceffively to Paris, every moon, on a piece of paper,
and I will fend thee all Chrittendom by way of exchange;
for thus.it becomes- the lovers of . wifdom to barter for
knowledgc. ,

Pasis, 10th of the 11th-Moon, of thc-Yw 1664.
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XV.—T% Osuax Aproon ETH ’ ﬂ;qlogzr_ to the Sultan at
Adr:aaople. )

Tuoss of thy profeﬁ' on here in the Weft are wbol!y
taken up id contemplating a certairt comet which appears
in the firmament ; it is of that fort’ which' they call
bearded ; and fome will have it to refemble ‘a lion, others
fay it is like_a dragon, a crocodile, a bear, and I know
not what. There is hardly a fpecies of four-footed beafts
_ to which the giddy rabble do not refemble it ; and fome
" affert it to be the perfe figure of a fword.
The mathematicians are ftraining all their fkill to take
the true dimenfions of this celeftial apparition ; the pamt-_
~ ¢érs are drawing it to the life; the poets are makmg
«fongs and ballads of it ; and thg more learned fages are
framing aftronomical fchemes, like fo many gins or traps
to catch this meteor in ; they watch'all its motions, and,

_ dodge it fromt one heavenly houfe to another ; they trace
it through the moft intricate paths of the fky.

If it ftands {till, or makes a tranfient addrefs to any
planet, eminent flar, or conftellation, we are prefently
.alarmed with the news of it, and bid to be upon our
guard, as if there were fome mifchief a-plotting againft
us'above. The world is harangued with fatal predxéhons
of wars, famine, earthquakes, and other calamities, the
fure confequericés of this fuppofed prodigy. -

‘Tell me, thou who art converfant in the fcience of the
Ttars, and the myfterious philofophy of Nature, what
thefe comets are ? Whether they ‘be only exhalations
drawn up into"the higher region of the air by the force
of the fun, or whethier ‘they be more folid:and duirable
fabftances ? Whether they be of a pofthumous origin,

_ like the clouds, hail, rain, fnow, and other_meteors, the
daily produés of Nature, the upftart offspring of the
H2
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clements ? or whether they are in the rank of thofe be-
ings, whofe antiquity is untraceable, which are as old
as the world, fuch as the fun, moon, ftars, and this earth
‘whereon we tread ?

- For my part, 1 beliqc it is no herefy in fcience, what.
ever it is in religion, to ftart new maxime ; for ought we
kaow, both in the one and the other, what we call inno-
vation is but a reviving thofe principles, which, through
defuetude, or the corruption of times, are grown obfe
lete, out of date, and forgotten, though reafly the molt
primitive and ancient truths in the world.

Thus I cannot forbear thinking there arc fome other

globes fcattered up 'and down the infinite expanfe, be-
fides thofe whofe continual brightnefs expofes them 'to
‘our eyes. o .
- 'The moon, it is known, with Venus and other planets,
receive their light gradually from the fun by hemifpheres;
fo that it is certain cach of thefe orbicular bodics is a-
ways dark by half. And where is the folecifm, if we
fappofe there are other opake bodies in ther firmament
which receive, no light at all, and by their nature and
qualities are incapable of receiving any but from within
themfelves 2 So we may fuppofe thefe comets to be fuch
folid globes, made refplendent by an .eruption of their
central fires.

God only knows the truth in fuch cafes; and thou art
better able to decide thefe queftions than I; therefore’
referring it to thy fage judgment, I pray him who made
the ftars, and orders theirsdominion on earth, to blefs
thee with favourable influences, that thy foul may be al-

' .ways bike a land flourifhing under the fweet afpe@ts of
Orion and the Pleiades..

Paris, 22d of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1664.

!
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‘(VI —70 HAMET, Rms Errenoi, Principal S’:cr:mr_y
: qf thé Ottoman Empire,

"I sz French have had fo many occafions of joy oﬁ
late, that it is bard to determime which affe@s them moft
mearly.

The fatisfaltion which the pope gave this monarch for
the injuries formerly done to his ambaffador at Rome,
segan the trimmph of the French court.: I have already
fent intelligence of that quarrd, and how high the re-
fentments of the king flew on the fame day that here-'
ceived the firft news of fo-barbarous aa affront ; sow I
fhall acquaint- thee, that there enfued a treary between
them at Pifa, a city of Italy, in the dukedom of Tuf-
cany, after the French troops had terrified them into a
ftate-penitence, by the menacing approaches they made.
toeward the eccléfinftical ternitorics,. through the princie
palities of Modena and Parma. ‘Thefe two are friends.
te France, and their intereft makes.them fo, in regard
that crom prote@ts them from the- pepe’s oppreflion,
who i always cfteemed an ill neighbour by the Italian
princes whofe dominions lie next to his; for this Re-
man prelate is very pdtent-and rich ; he would insa fhort
time be lord of all Europe in temporals as well as fpi-
rituals, were he not curbed by the King of France and
his allies. -

This makes all the little fovemgne round about Reme,
fiand in awe of. the monarch who was born to command
cxowned heads. Wonder not at the expreffion ; for I tell.
thee fome of the greateft princes in Europe-are his pen-.
fioners. 'This very quarvel with the pope has gained the
French king three cardinals more-than were his friends.
formerly. -

‘H 3
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“The conclufion of the treaty was, that the pope thould
fend a legate de latere into France to pacify the king’s
wrath, and that the militia or Roman guards, whom they
call 8birri and Corfes, fhould be for ever "abolithed, and
a pyramid he ereQed over againft their guard-houfe, with
an infeription in Latin and French, ded(mng their crime
and punifhment.

This put the court of France into a very jolly humour;
they fell prefently to feafting and revelling ; and the king’s
next proje& was the conqueft. of Barbary. To this end,
he fent the Duke of Beaufort, with-a fleet of great thips;

. to clear the feas of African corfaprs, that fo an amny

might be fafely tranfported from Toulon, and: lauded ow
thie oppofite fhore : His defign in this was to reduce she:
inhabitants of thefe happy countries to the old idolatry:
of their forefathers, to plant there the Nazareme foperftic
tion, and make himfelf the {fole .lord and. propuetor -of
Afric. '
* I cannot divine what fuccefs he wi]! hzve in tlm gtm
enterprife ; but it appears as if God were angry with the
muffulmans, fuch continual loffes they fuftain by tund ull
fea. ‘
It is with no {mall gnef I faw not long ago the Frenchs
who ferved in Hiingary this campdign return to-Paris la-
&en with the“fpoils of true believers. I cannot behold the
very fcimetars and enfigns which thefe infidels took froms
the vanquithed Ofmans hang up in their temples: as' tro-
phies of their vitory, without inexpreffible paffion and
regret. It is faid here ‘the Grand Signior has loft. im
Hungary abova - thirty thoufand men this campaign,
whereof ten thoufqud were killed in one battle, and a
hundred-and-fifty colours taken, with fixteen cannon.
Befides, thefe giafers grate my ears with another bra-
vado, boafting that one French fhip of war fought feven
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hours with three-and-thirty of the Grand Sigaior’s gal-
leys, funk five, feattered the reft, and came off with a
" complete victory. -

It is a vaft admtage the French have in tbe ﬁmtim
of their country, in that it is wafhed-on the fouth by the
Mediterranean, on the north by the maain fea ; fo that it
is eafy for them to curb the greateft part of Europe on
one fide, and {officiently moleft the Levastines on the
other. As for the weftern parts, this kingdom is their
very centre, where all the lines of war, peace, commercey
and traffic meet and terminate. She is to Chuiftendony
what Egypt and Sicily were in former ages %o the empin
of old Rome, an inexhauftible granary. Whatfoever de-~
firable things nature has frugally dropped here and there
s ather regions, - are found in this kisgdom as ip theiy
original {cminary 3 corn is pleuﬁful ® grals, wine is ala
oft as cheap here as water is with you in fom¢ parts of
\ Turkey, the fens and lakes are covered with wild fowl
the meadows witlr fheep, deer, goats, and oxen there is
nothing fearce but hens, eggs, and true believers: I had’
almoft forgot their remarkable plenty of falt, the bare
cuftom of which augments the king’s coffers with four
millions of fequins every year.

‘Francée alfo abounds in hemp, a moft neceffary vege-
table, whereaf the not only makes all her own cordage
and fails, ‘but alfo furnithes her neighbours, -which brings
in a confiderable revenue. There is an infinite -plenty of
fruits, and trces for timber, of iron, marble, free-flone,
and all things neceflary for building fhips or heufes, for
defence or offence by land or fea ; neither are there wants’
ing mines of gold, filver, tin, lead, copper, and other me-
tals; whereof men make the infiruments of war, and the
entertainments of peace : In a word, this country: is fo
eariched with every thing, that fome hiftorians gnd phi-.

H 4



246 LETTERS WRITTEN BY Vol. VL

lofophers have called it the Parent of Plenty, others the
Fountain of Earthly Blifs, the moft incomparable Region
of this Globe, the Epitome of the World, or rather |
lietle World itfelf.

Serene fcn‘be, thou wilt not wonder at the univerfal
fuccelles of the French arms when thou confidereft thefe
things, and that here the provinces are_peopled:-like king-
doms, the cities appear like whole provinces for multi-
tude of inhabitants : To fay all in a word, the common
chara&er of France is the fame which philofophers give
to Nature, that there can be no vacuum found in it.

'?:fis, a5th of the rath Moen, of the year 1664.

= ————————— 3
XVII.—To Aspsr Msric, MuLt 6nu:, Prefident of

the College of Sciences at Fex.

Pievir me to rufh into thy prefence, venerable patron-

of philofophy, withoat the ufual formalities of addrefs,
or punétilios of introduétion ; let me be admitted like a
man with coals of fire on his head, as the cuftom is at
the Imperial Porte in urgent cafes ; for I'am newly in-
flamed afrefh with Pythagorifm, Phtomfm, and Indianifm.

Floods, fires, and other devaltations by war, famine,”

peftileace, carthquakes, and fuch like contingencies, have
cither quite abolithed the true and primitive fcience of
the firft ages in moft parts of the earth, or at leatt very
much diminifhed and abfcured their original {plendour.
The beft manufcripts are loft, unlefs the Indians have

preferved them. Our fathers grew torpid, ftupified, and-

defperate, under the public calamities which overwhelm-
ed whole cities, provinces, kingdoms, and empires ; there
was no encouragement for a feribe or 2 man of letters to
put himfelf to a needlefs toil in labouring to preferve the

{
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records-which came from heaven; hiftaries of the world;.
invifihle, celeflial, perfedt, and eternal ; traditions -of A< :
difcoverable antiquity ; pande&s replenithed with bright .
Oriental wifdom, and fealed with the Tetragramwatony
which thou knoweft is the fignet of the Firlt and the
Laift, even of the Divinity which comyrchends all t.lnnge,
and ig itfelf comprehended of none. .
Had they gone about fuch a tatk, they knew that fom
ill fate or other would fwallow their writings, and, bury,
them in eterpal oblivion. . Hence. it is that .at.this day.
we c'an‘ hardly boalt of the footfteps of ancient kpowa.
ledge, a few fragments and relics of primitive learning
fcattered up and down in divers authors, and much adul..
terated.with the vain opinions and errors of after times ;-
for every writer was either inclined or forced to flatter,
the age wherein he lived, and not oppofe their tenets;
fo that.now there is fcarce any true phxlofophy extant on
this. fide the Ganges, . : 1
.Haow thofe Bramins only had the ha.ppmcfs ta cnnfervc. -
fo facred a treafure, can be no other way made otit than.
by their own conflant tradition, - that the deluge of Noah.
naver reached thofe utmoft horders of the-land wward
the Eaft ; and perbaps the fame realon may be given for
the untraceable chronologics of the Chinefe their neigh«
bours ; for though they differ in the fentiments and rites.
of their religion, in their laws, cuftoms, aod ‘maomer- of -
government, yet.they both agree in affirming the world:
to be ipdeterminately old, putting a certain number of
millions of yeara for an uncertain-far beyond it 3. which is -
but 2 modeft retrenchment of theix awn themghts, as if
ere unwilling it fhould - he falfely.- cenfured that -
thcy ‘aimed at-an hyperbele. . .
-.. They fay that thge frll Mm» co-mwal wuh Gock :
as hght is coeval with the fun, produced alfo and depend. |

]
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ing after the fame manner; for as the light diffafed through
the air is not properly the-fun, but an infeparable effe@
of it, fo the nniverfe is not God, but his produ@tion, cver
fubfiting ot him, and never to be divided from his eter-
nal effence ; and, for aught I fee, the moft fignificant lan-
guage in the world has no other way to exprefs things of
this abftrufe nature. They are too fublime for human
thought, much more do they tranfcend the power of
fpeech. All the diale@ts on earth are too barren of
words, asd wotds too defeftive in fenfe, to-defcribe the
ineffable fecrets of eternity.
"~ Ay for the various ranks of beings, the infinite -diver-
fity of forms refulting from-the firft mater, they think it
‘reafonable to believe that they were fucceffively produced
in time, every one in its order, and according to its per-
fetion.” - - i
"1 el thee, nappean much more rational l"or me -to
" belicve this, than that the firft matter itfelf was prode-
ced 'out of hothing, about five or fix thoufand years ago,
an'the Jews'and Chriftiads feem to teach. Rather than
ftarve my reafon with fo fhort an idea of the world’s age,
I would embrace the fentiments of Democtitus and Epi-
‘curus, fuppofe an infinity of fpaces and worlds, an etet.
nity of generations and’ corruptions,  a continual -change
not only of individuals, but of the very fpecies of things,
through the fatal coneourfe and blending of atoms; yes
not denyiug the unity of the Divine Effence, for under-
. valumg his providence all the while ; for thefe thinge are
in rhy opinion very compatible one with another.
T do'net pretend to be fingular, or fet up for a ‘dog-
matift § neither am I'ambitions of being efteemed qjpwit,
" by venting notions above the reach of vulgar eapacitées:
_ Tais only the pare love oftruth Which ciéourages me ts

-
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take this hberty with thee, who in mattess of ph:lg.(qphy
art the only maller of the age. |

« To thee, therefore, I fubmit all my fcnnmcnts, as to’
=an oracle, defiring thy impastial anfwer ; and cquching
the faculties of my fon! in the moft humble attach to. thy
weaerable wildom, I become mute as a mummy. .. .

Paris, 30th of the rath Moon, of the Year 1864. .

XVHI.—T0o Mirmaporin, Santone qffbc‘ Vide. qf&i&t. ‘

Waaazis this world that on all fides invades ou: fenfcs’
this. earth under our fect, thofe clouds wbn'lmg over ow
heads, thefe winda fhaking the trees, that azure fky, with-
all its glittering ornaments? What is all this but an eter-
nal dream, a mere fhadow of God Almighty’s thoughts ?
At is pleafant living in it, it is alfo painful. In his fenfe
this-univexfe.is perfe@ly good, in ours it is mixed with
gvil.. He made it for his own diverfion, and our {crutiny :
It is to usn field of riddles and cantradi¢tions,. .In fume
mer we curfe the heat, and in winter blafpheme the cold 3
yet we. blefs both the one and the ather whep we feel
. them in due meafure and feafon.. . One. hour this colopr
plsafn the eye,, another that, and perhaps in the next it
ia dxfguﬁed at them both ;. we never find- reft or. content
.in any thing. The foftelt mufic.at fome times grates oyr
arsy. like the croaking of toads; the moft agreeable o-
;- dours are an the fmell of,aiepu)cbrc, loathfome and. abo-
minable ; the. moft dele@able wines apd, fayourx meats at. *
fuch [eafons arequalatable as the btve:agc and diet of.
hell ; neither can the more. mﬁnuattngcharms of women.
put s ia a better humour ; all the. whulke, 1yﬁem of ga
L targ Jomcd together is. 963, tfuﬂjqent to. ,aﬁo;d us cafp
_ aothing but a ray from the Ommpotcnt ¢an alleviate our
w6 .

~
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melancholy, or give us a tafte..of ourldlves; for we are
" the very Deity in fcattered fragments, or wé are feparat-
ed drops of the Divine Effence, volatile {pirits of cternity,
by fate'or chance fixed in proper vehicles of time and
, matter. .Q Santone | this whole corporeal univerfe is but
a web fpun from the bowels of an infinite God, and
wrought with inimitable artifice to catch' immaterial
forms, ideas, and fouls in, which are the genuine off-
{pring of the Eternal Mind. We mortals of human race
are but fo many . parcels of the Divinity in difguife, tre-
panacd into hodies by certain hidden baits, magnets, and
charms, lurking in embryos, with which we have -fome
fympathy ; we are all gods in ‘mafquerade ; fo are the
beafts of the ficld, the birds of the air, and the fifh of the

" fea. T

.Let us not therefore condemn the antigue ceremonics
of Gentile religion, which taught men to adare the fun,

- mean, and ftars, the clements, and all that is within sheir
citcumference, -efpecially the fouls- of departed -heroes,
demigods, nymphs, and the reft of thofe beings, which -
are the cldeft progeny of Eternal Nature ; for in fo do-
ing, they did but build,altars to the Original Fountain
of the univerfe ; fince God is.in the winds, in the rain,
in the thunder, lightning, hail, and other meteors; in
the heavens and air, {un, moon, and ftars; in the fire,
carth, and water ; in plants and animals ; finally, fince he
is in the elements, and every thing compounded of them; .
he is_not only in them, but is thefe very things, by an

* ineffable prodnd@ion of himfelf: And when the final con-
fummation fhall come, ‘it will be but a. withdrawing all -

- the extended kines of his infinity into their centre, where
thon and I, and every divided atom in nature thall meet,
be.unitod and fwallowed up in cternal beatitude. Amen!

]
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Ament Oh thon Lord and-Father of all things, inex-

hauftible abyfs of miracles which know no end.’
Paris, 6th of the xft Moon, of the Year 1665.

.

TR
"XIX .70 the fame. .

Surrosine it were otherwife than I have faid, grant
the do@rine of Epicurus true, believe that we and all
things were produced by the fortuitous concourfe of a..
toms, yet flill we have the fame or greater reafon to va-
lue ourfelves as.diminutive gods, fince in this fenfe we
‘muft of seceflity be eternal, cvery atom being fo of which
we are compounded. In.the opinion of thefe philofo.
phers, there is no fuch thing as an origin or begmmng of
the univerfe ; each particle of matter with them is as old
as the Ddvinity. We have all ranged eternally from one -
form and world to another, danced to the meafures of
Fate, been parts of the orbs above; and of the caverns
below, ftrayed through the heavens and all the elements,
taken an univerfal carecr through infinite and endlefs
fpace, and are now (as fixed as we feem in, thefe folid
hulks of flefh) in the fame hurly-burly 4s ever.

Thefe bodies which we carry about us are net com-
pounded of the fame atoms as they were feven yearnago ; -
there is a perpetual flux and reflux of particles ; we .die"
as faft as we live ; every moment fubtradis from our du- -
ration on carth, as much as it adds to .it; we mave,
breathe, mddoalldmgsbypamdnx, ouwr my effence -
isariddle, . '

With an open hcm, thqrforc, I applaud thy nlrgwup .
negligence of human affaivs, in that thou art divinely care-.
lefs of thyfelf.and cvery thing clfe,. fave only 20- conferye -
thy innocence.
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What Eignifies it whether we believe the . written .law
or the alcoran, whether we are difciples of Mofes, Jefus,
or Mahomet, followers of Ariftatle,  Plato, Pythagowms,
Epicutus, or Ilch Rend Hu the Indian bramin?. OF
what import is it whether we pray or not, -whether we
" kneel before images or in a naked mofque? It will be
all one in the winding up. We are but the machines of
Chance ; as we live fo fhall we die, and God knows what
will become of us afterwards; neither is it worth- our
while to be folicitous, fince we can be certain of nothing.
Perhaps every atom of which we are made may be:foats
tered from the reft ; we'may be tranfported pieceanea}
iato ten hundred thoufand millions of worlds ; and feven-
foM as many years may expire hefore two the nynuteft
patticles of our frame meet together again. We need
fiot to'be troubled at all this; nothing can hinder us
from being im'mertal and ‘ctermal, though it be but in
!'ragments. Co

*Go on then," facred-vagabond, pious rambler, holy fir
gitive, go ontor affert, in the courfe of thy life, this great
ttuth, ¢ That-all things depend on everlafting Chance or
Dreftiny.” Thy altions fhall reprove the hypoerites of
the age, who -abound in fpecious words ; and thy- diwine
mdifference thall condemn the hellith geal of furious bi- .
gots, whoithink te pleafe God, and atone. for ‘theirfins,
by facrifieing homan blood,. 'ald maﬂ'achug dl that ere
siot of their fakh, - 1 -

God,orehnee,orl?ac,fhall tmfpﬂn thzeafur
deathi 10 .lrappy regions, -immarceffible joys,- and- an cnd-
tefe fucceffipn of blife; every:atom fhall find ita paradife ;
thou fhakt mount by deguaztb ﬁﬂl, infinity, hnd. etend
, 'Mldty'a - Adiex-for a timke.: . vnY L :

'Pam, aoth of theé 1ft Moon, df the' Year ;665. A
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"XX. —‘IB Isour, Im C’oq/in, a Z{en-bam ax Jﬂracan

Wssu 1 refle&t-on thy happiscfe nlwmlg beuulltby
life at Liberty to cliange thy rcfidence, and ramble whis
therfoever thy fancy.invited thee, and that even now wt
Aftiacan thou art no'langer conficed than by. thy owa
pleafure or intereft, 1 cannot forbear envying thee.

. There is an inexpreffible delight in varging the sgrious.
tracks of the carth ; whercas to be perpetually - thut up
and émprifoned as-I am, in a city fo cloft and high builty
that the very winds.can {oarde find.way into hec mtch
pllts,n-a perfe& hell upon carth. B

- “To fpeak the truth, Paris may-be called 2 hup,
aggregatcofcmes, built one wpon another, -like Peliva
upon Offa, fince the houfes here are as high as the mi-
narets at Conftantinople, and divided, like the air, inter
theilower, middle, and upper.regions os apartments; or
rather like the heavens, whefe number aftronomers affert
o be nine ; for with. fo many: foreys do -fome . honfes,
nay,: whole fireets in Paris; lift up sheir heads, and esory.
fbovey or apartment is peapled. like a bee-hive; fo thatin
this infinite threng of inhabitants,” and fuch'as come. hi-
ther about bufincfs, we are ready ta. be fified - with ong
another’s.briath ; wheseas thou knoweil, in the cities all
oxer the Eaft, the houfes'are intermined. with . gardens ;
they are low built, with serraces-on the top-so.take the
cool air on by night, with parterses, kafaneys, divans,
couferwitories, and: all tive other convenienties for vefrefh-

“dug the fenfes, by water, wind; acd odariferousifmells, - ..

‘This pakes me luag-tosbe: we Coaflantinople, Daniaf-
eus; Mefud, .or &ven at Afiracan, whéere thon. refidef,
though that city wants many. -delights iwhitls. others ons
joy 5 however, I fhould:there encongter mtb tiaras ‘nd

turbags, the very fight of whinli would bialf cime ‘my dife
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content. May my portion' be with Tagot, if J'am not
tired with leeing nothing but thefe hats and fhort coats,
thefe ridioulous Franks, thefe apes without tails; and
then to hear them rant againft the Grand Signior and all
true belicvers, to hean them blafpheme the meflenger of
Ged, cerfe the aleoran, revile the mufti and all the.mol-
lahs, with a thoufand other impertinencies,, which nonec
hut fach reprobates, giafers, avd infidels, would, be guilty
of, reakes me either with mylfclf deaf,_or-that my tongue
were at liberty to anfwer them. But much rather would
X defire to be in a place where I might enjoy my cars, to
- geaeive the falem from my friends that ave muyflulmans,
and to hear-the name of Gad devoutly bleffed on any oc- |
cafion that awakens the fenfe to piety. -~

. Oh thas I were among my countrymen, the Arabxug,
who(iwell in tents, and frolic about from hills to valleys,
tafting by turne the varigus fweets of the foreft and.'the
plain : The groves and meadows, paftures and . arahle -
grounds, -cities and villages, all contribute to their de-
light; they want no innocent joy that the carth can af-
ford s their, wealth confifts.in the multitude of their fheep,
camels; goats, aud oxea ; and for them is all their care,
that they may not want gra{s and water in due fecalon ;
as for themfelves, they are refigued to,Providence. ..

#o are the Tartars, who fleep in hordes .or waggous,
the only cavaliers of Afia; whale life is a perpetual cam+
puign fram the cradle to the grave: Their .labour and
eafe ase derived from the fame fountain, exercifing them-
felvep on horfcback ‘at feven years old, and feeding on the
nilk of mares as foen as they are weaned from their mo-
ther’s breafta. Toil-apd recveation with shem are ane
and the.fame thing, fincethey know mo ether pleafure -
but what confifts in riding, fighting, and capqueting, of
elfe in death, ;which they belicve.tranfates them .ta new
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joys, and-thofe more poignant than they knew before;
therefore they bravely court it at the poiat of a fword or -
the mouth of 2 carinon, nothing being more ﬁ:undﬂom
or hateful than a coward among -them. . ‘
I proteft the very idea of Palus Metis,.and Taunca,-~
Cherfonefus, with the reft of thofe -hosrible feos apd:
matfhes orr the north of the Black Sea, which encampafs.-
the dominions of the Tartars, affe®s me with a- paflien,
or ruther fuch a medley of paffions, as I know. not how
to name. Thofe ample defarts, thefe uatraced folitudes, .
appear to my imagination like the limits. of .thie old-hge .
bitable world, and the frontiers of fome new; fwange,.:
ang] unknown region, fome terra incognita, where.an unis.,
verfal defolation and filence keep their fcat for. ever;,
where no voices are heard but thofe of uncouth fatyrs,
fawns, and other exotic tenants of the woods and maors 3
no other found but the whilling. and roaring of the,. .
winds ; no profpeét but that of trees, which have appeaxs.
ed from the infagcy of time ; and where thafe are wanie.
ing, the eye is wearied in a long endlefs wafte, which no=
thing feews to bound but the declining arch of diftant ,
fkies, or low black melancholy clouds, fkirted with mits.
andfogs,cternalmantlcsofthznorthemchm. cot
This is the figure of thofe folitary tracks where I
would cboofe to live, rather than in a city which {tifles
me with too much plenty of every thing but frefh ajr and
houeft peoplé. .
Ifouf, the contrgrictics wlnch we find in eanhly th\ngl
give a guft to cach othes, and the moft magaificent pa-.
lace would feem a prifon, werg-a.man always confined to. .
live in it.
Coubin, I wifh thee perpetnal hbuty and bap]nnd'c.

Paris, 7th'of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1665. :
Sy s e :

~
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XXI.—75 Hamer, Rews Erfensy; Principal Secrietary
' o of the Ottoman Empire,

Amm'r the varicty of ‘obligations which T have to dif.
charge, 1 forget not to obey thy commands. I bave al
ready in my former difpatches acquainted thee with the
chara&iers and fome remarkable paflages of Henry Iv.
Lewis XHI. Lewis XIV. Cardinal Richlicu, Cardinal
Mazarini, and the Prince of Conde ; now I will fay forhe.
thing of the famons Marefchal de ‘Turenae, whefe - fame
reaches wherefoever the French wars have been tailked of
for thefe forty years. The name of this great generil is
Heary de Ta‘Tour &’ Auvergne, for: to the Duke of Boun
M‘ ¢ . - L2
* Whenhis father was near his death, he called for both
His fons,” whereof this was the youngeft, and, amony o»
ther ethortations, he recommended in a fpecial mamer
three things to their praQice; never to reaounce or
<hange their religion, never to take up arms- againft their-
fovereign, nor to provoke the firft minifter. o :
As to the firft, the Marefchal-de Tarenne Kas hither.
to kept-it inviolably ; but he has faultered in both the
other, having revolted from his ‘mafter’s fervice dering
his minority, and oppofed the intereR of Catdinal Maza.
vini when the parliament perfecuted that minifter.’ :
- However, this hinders not but that he is a great Yol
dier; and befides he is fince reconciled to-the kingg. He
feems to be born for martial affairs; and they relate of"
him, . that when he was but ted years old, and his gover-
ner miffing him, had fought up and -down. ‘every where *
for him, he at length found-him faft afleep on a cannon,
which he feemed to embrace with his littlé arms as far as
they would reach ; and when he afked, « Why he chofe
fuch a couch to lic on,” he made anfwer, « That he dew -

.
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figned to have flept there all night, to conyinee his father
that he was hardy enough to undergo the fatlgues of
war, thougl'\ the old duke had often perfuaded him to
the contrary>” -And, to {peak the truth, no man’ was
mbre cax‘clefs of his body than'this prince. - - ot
* At fourteen ybars of age he was fent into Holland, to"
fervé in the hrmy undér the Prince of Orange, who was’
his uncle. There he applied himfelf to all the difcipline
af war, dding the duty of 'a private foldier, whiclr is the
comshon: way thar cadets,” or younger btothers, take to’
rife bo-the moft -eminent effices. -He was equally for.®
ward in lahours and perils, nevet fhunning any fatigue or’
hazartl which might bring him glory ; yet he was rot
rafh, the common viee of youth, but tempered all hfif
aétions with an extraordinary prudence and folidity of
judgmrent, beyond- what was expeted from him at thefe’
years3-yet, on the other fide, his counfels were not flow"
and phlegmatic, being of a very ready forecaft, and he"
feddom Faffed in his contrivances. He was foon promoted:
to a place of command ; and the exa&nefs of his con-’
duét-ratfed-him a valt reputation, fo shat by degrees he
ae baft wrrived ta that height of power and honour he -
now poffefles: He appears indefatigable in his body, and
of an invincible refolution 3 he hates flatterers, that think
10 gain kis friendthip by praifing him, and is equally-
averfe-from making ufe of fuch fawiing infinuations to
otfiérs, though the greateft princes of the blood, or tbe
fitft minifter himfelf. ~
He has alfo a certain ftedfaftnefs of fpirit, which can~"
not be warped by any artificial' addrefles, though ' made
to-his.own apparent advantage, if they propofé to him’
any thing that has the' leaft - femblance of what is bafe
and dithonourable. Thus lie-would never confent, that
the bonour of taking Dunkirk {onic years ago fhould be
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afcribed to Cardinal Mazariui, though that minifter pri-
vately courted him to it, offering him the greateft com-
mands in the kingdom if he would do him that fervice,
and the Marefchal knew it might prove his ruin if he
did not ; yet fuch was his integrity and love to.the truth,
that by no means would he be brought to condefcend to
this meannefs of fpirit ; yet perhaps it might only pro-
ceed from the averfipn which in thofe days he had for
the cardinal, Muny times it 18 evident, that a nataml
paffion is made to pafs for a moral virtue ; befides, pere
haps he was unwilling to be deprived of the glory du¢ to
him for that important fervice.

He is a man of few words, and fo fecret in all his
counfels, that no body knows apy thing of his defigns

till he puts them in exccution. Every man cfteems him
the moft liberal prince of this age, havmg no other re.

gard for money, than as it ferves the neceflitics of his.

family, and enables him to oblige his fricads. .

. In a word, whatevet vices he may, have, he is yet en-
dowcd with fo many good qualities and. virtues, that he
is beloved by all the pation, and,u.\ particular favour with
his fovereign, who treats him not asa fub)e&, but as one
of his moft intimate friends.

" May God, who has raifed up this g;cat. gemus to ag-
gra.ndxfe the French monarchy, continually fupply ghe
Grand Signior with valiant and expert generals, that the
empire of the faithful Ofmans may increafe like the
moon, but never be in its wane, till that planet fhall no
more appear in the heavens, and the faltening of the cle-
ments fhall be diffolved.

“Paris, 1ath of the 3d Mooe, of the Year-1665,

*
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XXIL—To Oxcuax Canst, Student in the Sciemcesy
- and Penfioner ta the Grand Signior.

‘( This letter was written originally in'S‘clavz.mi: )

T sz French king has lately received a grofs aﬂ'ront
from the poets; they have often been fatirical upon hid
loves, and now they begin to burlefque upon his moncy.
A day or two ago, as he was newly rifen out of his bed,

be found on' a table in his chamber -a paper contammg
thefe verfes :

Tu és Iffue de Race Augufte, ~ -~

Ton Ayeul eft Henry le Grand ;

Et ton Peré Louis le Jufte;

Pour ‘Toy, tu n’és qu'un Louis d’ Argent.

A
-
.

"Fhou knowelt where the force of ‘the poet’s wit lies,
having travelled in France, and learnt their language,
The king fmiled at the reading of it, and feemed fo be

* plealed with the franknefs of the aythor, faying, « He
was worth a thoufand flatterers.”” He promifed likewife
to give him five hundred louis for his wit, 1f he would
difcover himfelf, as alfo to pardon him on his royal
word ; but the fatirift would not venture himfelf, know-
ng that kings have more ways than one to revenge them-
felves of private perfons their {ubje@ts. ~ However, fince
the king appeared fo well pleafed with this, he was re-
folved to give him another touch of his fkill ; and the
very next morning, in the fame place, the kmg found
thefe words :

Tu ne le fgaura pas, Louis,
Car j’etois fepl qnand je ia fis. it - e -3

There have been many conjetures made about the
author of thefe lampoons ; fome fay one thing, and fome
another ; and there are not wanting fuch as faften it on

’.

-
-~
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a virgin of Collen, now refiding at the court : Her name
is Anna Marie de Skurman; the is very learned, and
fpeaks Arabic, Latin, Turkith, Greek, Ttalian, French,
and Spanifth, as flueatly as her native diale& ; the is of a
fine wit and plercing judgment in the controverfies of
philofophy and religion.

There are feveral cplﬂlcn of hcr’s in print, fome pes-
sed in Latin, others in French, addrcfled to the queen-
mother, Cardinal Richlicu, Cardinal Magzarini, and .o-
thers, befides a book of poems, moft of them fatires;
and it is this laft gives the world fuch a jealowfy of her
writing the lines which were found on the king’s table;
for the critics have compared- them with her ftyle, and
find a very near refemblance betwaea them.

But let who will be the author, I think the Freach
king is wronged in the charafter they give himj for
though he has heapad up great quantities of gold and
filver, to carry on his vait defigns, yet he ia no mifer,
being very liberal to perfons of merit.

I fend thee this for thy diverfion, and in order to our
future correfpondence ; take it for an example, and be as
familiar with me, remembering the old Latin proverb,
" Manus manum fricat.”

Paris, 11th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1665.

T XXIIL.—70 the Carrain Bassa.

Moy thy heart be cheerful, and thy voyage crowned
with {uccefs wherever thou faileft, noble old Tarpaulin,
and favourite-of the god of the fea. The empire of the
Ottomans has not had {o brave a commander of the navy
thefe thirty years. God grant thee good fortmic againft
the infidels, whether on the White or Black Seas. Thou
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art ,already famaous far thy exploits on the latter, &
.above twenty engagements with the Coffacs, Circaffians,
_and the reft of thofe thievifh countries ; but nothing has
raifed thy charatter fo high as the laft combat thou hadft
with Pachicour, the renowned pirate .of .thofe parts, who
threatened not only his Chrittian neighbours, but. alfo
-the Qttoman cmpire, with infinite ravages.

But thou hait ftemmed the tide of glory, humbled the
-maritime people, his confederates, and by that means
made:thyfelf a way into the Archipelago and Medite:-
.vanecan, where thou rideft, as another Ncptunc, kmg of
the. waters.

Take not this for ﬂattcry s for I tell thee, I have not
faid fo much to a baffa of the fea thefe feven-and-twenty
-years ; neither indeed had I any reafon. He that me-
xited the moft applaufe in all that time, was-the brave
Zornefan Muftapha ; and I addreffcd no mere tohim:thdn
his due ; fortune did not favour him, or clfe he bad, done
great things. As for the refl, they were generally men
never bred to fea affairs, but minions of the court, or

" bullies of the city, who were better at making a' noife
than at any aétion of hazard or importance. And there
were fome bold renegadoes, but they played faft and
loofe, and nobody knew where to have them. .

Treachery infefls the whole world, but in thefe wef-
tern parts it reigns as in its centre s FHere is nothing
but undermining and ambufhes, one ftate trepanning ano-
ther out of their guards, and then they pla.y their owa -
game,

It. would be endlefy to acquzunt tbc: \uth the ongmal
of the quarrel between the Englifh and the Dutch ; let it
be enough for thee to know, that thefe people ase at gdds
now.; awpd, in regard the. ﬁrength of both -nations ligs in
their fhipping, thcy are. prcparmg to qovgpthc Hprtherp
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feas with navies; but the ifTanders Rill get the beft of it ;
they chaim the fovereignty of thofe feas, and in my opi-
nion they deferve it. I fpeak according to my imtell
gence, being aflured that no nation ever prcvailcd againft
them on that element.

They bave had a terrible fight this fnmmer, wherein
the Dutch loft feventeen fhips of war, befides veffels -of
fmaller note : The commander of the Englifh fleet is

- called the Duke of York, a great general, and brother
‘to the Englith king ; his -name was famous in Frasce
and Flanders during the Spanith war; and though the
land afforded him no farther occafions of glory, yet he
has found fome in the fea. Opdam, the gr&tdl admiral
that ever the Dutch could boaft of; fell a facrifice to his
genius.

I am the more particular in this relation, becaufe it is
fit thou fhouldft know the charalers of all the brave he-
roes living.

Since this fight, the King of France hae fent an am-
baffador to the Englith court, to mediate a peace. *What
iffue his negotiation- will have, is of no great import to
us, who ferve the Grand Signior, fole lord of the four
feas ; but I will tell thée fomething which it concerns thee

~ v

to know.
The King of France is going to cut a canal through
part of his kingdom, by which the Mediterranean may ~
be joined to' the main fea. This is a vaft defign, and
much difcourfed of in Europe, being 8 parallel to what
has been formerly attempted by fome kings of Egypt,
and emperors of Rome, to join the Mediterranean and
‘Red Sea together, for the fake of an eafier traffic to the
‘Eaft Indtes.
* + Thou oughteft alfo to be mfotmed of the Duke of
‘Beaufert’s exploits on the coalt of Barbary : He is com

~
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manderoft’heFrrnéhmvy’in thofe feas, and has dene
great injuries to the people of Algiers, Sarcelle, Bougie,
nd other ports,

Though thefe rebels are defervedly pumﬂ:ed for de.
ferting the prote&tion of the high Porte, yet.let us re-:
member that the Algerines are muffulmans, aad there- .
fore ought .not to be abandoned to the malice of in-
fidels. -

Mighty baffa, fail thou in the ﬁrength of God, againkt
the cnemics of the Ottoman empire ; and when thou haft
fimillied thy voyage here below, may a wind of mercy
waft thee over the waters which are above the firmament,
and land thee fafe in one of the ports of paradife.

Paris, 3d of the gth Moon, of the Year 1665;

- -BOOK 1V.
LETTER L—7% AcumMeT Bric.

T u1s court has put on the exterior femblance of meurn-
ing, whilft they inwardly rejoice at the death of Philip
IV. King of Spain : He deceafed on the 19th of the.gth
moon. It is poffible their grief is more real for the death
of the Duke of Vendofme, a prince of royal extraion,
and whilft living, not far removed from a poﬂibihty of.
inheriting the crown of France ; but now he is gone te-:
the grave, the general receptacle of all mortals and
which makes no. diftin@ion between the nohle and the
vulgar. .
- There have been abundance of ceremonies performed,
on the part of the king, the dauphin, the Duke of Or-
Vol. VL 1
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leans, the Duke of Valois, and other princes of the
bload, tor the health of the departed foul; for the Naza-

renes, to give them their due, fall not fhort of the tsme .

faithful, in believing the vefurreQtion and immortality to
come ; they confign the bodies of the dead to. their fe-
pulehres with folemn rites of religion, perfuming them
" with incenfe, and fprinkling them with holy water, re-
hearfing alfo certain facred hymns and prayers appointed
for that purpofe ; neither do they negle&t to faft, and
give alms, to perform any pious office, which is pra&tifed
by the muffulmans, for their friends who are gone to the
invifible ftate : They agree with us inabuadamce of gaod-
things, and if they mix fome fuperititions and errors, ket
us pity their weaknefs, and, praife God, who guides us

into the right way, and_ fuffers us not to be feduced into

the way of infidels ; he is the merciful of the merciful,
the joy of the ele&t, and the hope of all nations ; fhould
he punifh men according to their hourly demerits, the
earth would foon be depopulated, and void of any other
inhabitants fave the beafts ; but he knows our mould,
and remembers that we are no more than a mere froth or
fpume of the elements, and that in a very little time, by
the courfe of nature, we fhall vanith like bubbles, which
yield to every blaft of wind; therefore he fpares us,
and connives at our infirmities, becaufe he is the lover of
fouls. .

I fpeak this as an incentive to charity among ourfelves)
and to our fellow-mortals. It feems to me unreafonable,
that we fhould purfue, with inexorable hatred, all the
followers of Jefus ; he was a holy prophet, humble, mild,
chafte, and harmlefs ; he did many good works himielf,
and commandcd his difciples to imitate his example ; he
rebuked thofe among-them that would have called down
fire from heaven to confusme his cncmies,’ enjoining them

-

R
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to return bleflings for curfes, prayers for blafphemies,
and good for evil. There are thofe among them who
obey his precepts ; as for the wicked, I am not their
advocate. If the greateflt part of the Chriftiana live com-
trary to the law of the Meffias, let us confider alfo how
many hypocrites, libertines, heretics, and atheifts there
are among thofe who profefs the muffulman faith. Doubt.
lefs there are good and bad of all religions ; and it is im."
poffible to find an affembly of Juﬁ; men, without a mix.
ture of finners. _

As for our difference w1th the people of chus in mat-
ters of worfhip, it ought not to make us forget that we
are men, compounded of the fame fleth and blood a$
they ;3 and for aught we know, God, who made all the
nations of the earth, may accept of their various rites -
and ceremonies, in paying him divine adoratien.

‘We that are the pofterity of Ifmmel, and worfhip the
Eternal after the manner of our fathers, who fellowed the
pattern of Ibrahim the beloved of God, cannot deny but
that the law of Mofes was of divine original ; and yet it
contains precepts and injun&ions, to which we are wholly
firangers in our praflice, though the Jews, who are the
defcendants of Jacob, obey them to this day.

So we believe what the Alcoran fays of the Meffias,
that he is the Breath and Word of God ; that he healed
difeafes, raifed the dead, wreught many other miracles,
and preached the true heavenly dofltrine; yet there is
abundance of difference between the ceremonies, which
the very apoftles ufed in the fervice of God, and the
- worlhip eftablifhed by Mahomet, our holy lawgiver ; but -
he tells us that they who live up to the law of Jefus fhall
go to paradife as well as the muffulmans.

The greateft {candal which the Chnﬁjam give us is,
their fetting up pi€uses and images in their temples, and

12
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the reverence they pay to thofe infenfible pieces of ho-
man art ; and yet, for aught we know, they may be ex.
cufeable before God, fince they profefs openly, ifi the
public decrees of their councils, that the veneration and
honour they pay to the figures of faints and angels is
only relative, their devotion at the fame time refting not
on this fide the prototypes.

If this be true, I fee no more hurt in their worthip of
images, than in bowing and proftrating before the Al.
coran, which is but another fort of imagery reprefenting
the divine will.

In a word, if the hieroglyphics of the ancient Egyp-
tians are allowed to be lawful letters, and inftruments to
exprefs the inward conceptions of the mind, in my opi-
‘mion, the painting ®nd fculpture which we fee in the
churches of the Chriftians, ought not to be condemned
as an idolatrous praftice, when it is only ufed as anm
cafier way to convey the hiftory of Jefus, and the reft of
the prophets-and faints, to the .vulgar, who are generilly
ignorant of letters ; unlefs we fhall fay, that the Son of
Mary was an idol, and the prophets and faints were
devils, which Ged avert from the mouth of 3 true be-
liever. ' » )

** Paris, 13th of the 11th Moon, of the Year 166;.
e e
IL.—70 WiLLiam VosrEL, a Reclq/'e of Aufiria.

Tl-nr difpatch came to my hands in a good bour; I

-perufed with reverénce the paternal inftruions it con-

tained, the grave and judicious apothegms, the facred

rules and inftrudtions of a regular and fpiritual life, the

smorals: more 1efined than thofe of Pindar, Epitetus,

Seneca, or Cato ; but pardon me if I relith not fo well
I
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thy panegyric on fome of the newly canonifed faints,
from which you take occafion to extol the pope’s mfalli-
bxhty, and to exclude from falvation all that are not with-
in the pale of the Roman church. ;

I am a Chriftian and a Catholic as well as you; 1 ho-
nour the apoftles and martyrs, with all the primitive faints,
confeflors, and holy do&ors of the church ; but I can ne-
" ver be perfuaded, that a man, for being a murderer, trai-
tor, an inventor of cruel devices, or a learned fycopbant,
can merit heaven, though he may be ranked i the red
lines of the kalendar ; much Mfs can 1 believe that all
men fhall be damned who are not in communion with the
bithop of Rome. Certainly the catholic or univerfal
church is not fhut up within the narrow ‘confines of the
fhattered Roman empire ; confider Greece, Armenia,
]’:gypt, Mufcovy, Ethiopia, and all the fpacious territo-
ries of Europe, and the Eaft : How many millions daily.
fay the pater-nofter, and pray in Jefus’s name, yet never
paid obedience to any but their own patnarchs and bi-
fhops ? Were not all the apoftles equally in commiffion ?
'Were not the churches they founded and -eftablifhed -
qually holy and orthodox ? Where then commenced the
mighty {chifm, but in the morofe pride of Vi&or, who

(for the fake of pafchal mcetxes) affronted all the churches
in the world, and was fur that reafon fevercly reproved
by a French bithop of hisown obedience, befides the re-
primands of Polycarp and other prelates of the Eaft?
‘Was not St. John the Beloved, that refted his head with
divine honour on the breaft of Chrit, as privy to the
laws of his mafter as Peter, Paul, or any other abortive
apoftle > Remeniber the firft general council at Jerufg-
lem, where James the brother of our Lord fat .prefident,
decreemg abftinences exa@ly oppofite to the prefent Ro-
man faith and pra&:ce and believe at the fame time that

.- . 13
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it was imperial vanity and pride which firft begot the fa-
tal feparation. Herely was but the baftard of the apo-
ftolic canons, cherithed and too much countenanced by
Conftantine and his fucceffors, till the fatal time of Pho-
cas, whofe untimely death made all things ripe for the
intended ufurpation. Oh Guicciardine ! how truly haft
thon written the ftate of modern Rome! Worthy as

~ ‘Horace of eternal honour ; thy faithful profe equals his

courtly verfe, and merits new Auguftufes to patronife it.
Believe me, Father William, 1 have no fpite or enmity
againft the Roman high prieft ; I reverence him equally
with his brethren, the patriarchs of Con{tantmople, Je-
rufalem, Alexandtia, and Antioch; I would go beyond
this, for the fake of conformity to ancient cuftoms, and
in obedience to the celebrated councl of Nice, I would -

"willingly acknowledge him the primate of the world ; let

him have the firft place, in God’s name, among the pa.

" triarchs of the univerfal church, but let him not ride on

the necks of his equal‘s ; let him not pretend’ a power to
cancel the apoftolic canons, reverfe the traditions of the

fathers, repeal the decrees of general councils, difpenfe
“with the laws of nature,- grace, reafon, morality, and the

very inftitutions of his predeceffors, men, without que-
ftion, as infallible as he. 'This is not the way to make
profelytes to the Roman faith, unlefs it be of fools and

“knaves. The world has received new lights, Father Wil-

liam, and men begin to hifs religicus bantering off the
‘fage ; nay, even they who are moﬂ guilty of it, 1 mean
the Romaii courtiers, cardinals, and priefts, cannot for-
bear laughing at the folly and credulous cafinefs of tlh:ofe

“on whom they impofe their pious frauds ; the bigotted

laity are by them efteemed no better than filly affes, tame-
1y couching under thc burdens of their ecclefiaftical lords
*and drivers.

-
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Therefore it is time for thee to opesi thy eyes, life up
thy head, and lay afide monaftic fimplicity. I do net
couafel thee to turh libertine, or imitate the Italian gal-
dmatry, which has taught the pricfis, ioftead of facred
continence, to fgquint a benedittion on fome charming
Indy from the aitar, in the name of Domiswr #obifcum,-or
Surfim Corda, even whilk they are preparing for divige
xewels, to banquet on the fleth and ‘blood of God. Oh!
mouftrous perfidy, and execrable ‘profamenefs | Nor, .if
thou art affronted and revengeful, would I advife thee to
time the exeention of thy wrath like the Sicilian vefpers,

.and make the bells become the fignals of thy crudry,

which ought, add were defigned aad confecrated on gur-
yolc to drill on hanalefs fouls to church, with' their dyll
fleepy, Figling chimes; and with theis more trinmphant
lofty mufic on the feftivals of faints, ‘to .muke devoster
Chriftians dream they are going to heavea, inftead of a
maffacre. I would not have thee hope to merit paradife

* by fending thither, in obedience to the pope or general

of thy ordér, the majeftic fouls of kings or emperors, in
vehicles of facred poifon or envenomed eucharifts. Be.
lieve that thofe prelates, priefts, or monks, who are thus
dmncly profane and mercifully cruel, fhall become mi-
tred, vefted, cowled monflers, in the fierceft and moft
violently glowing dens of hell, there with the moft exalt-
ed arfenics, mercuries, and what{oever gives the highef
pains, to languith, pine, and rack away ten thoufand

‘thoufand thoufand ages, in penances of flow effe, which.

expiate, but very late, the crying fins of guilty murder-
ers and bloody hypocrites.

Yet fuch as thefe, fince modern tlmcs, are the ouly
men thought worthy to be canonized for faints, which
made a certain honeft cardinal cry out in the prefence of.

14
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the pope, “ Thefe new faints force me to dovbt the ‘old
on“'”
Father William, the fame thought begins and ends my

letter : Your's was upon the fretch, extolling far teo
- high the-largencfs of the Roman church, the infallible
power of papes, the miracles of thefé new faints ; and I,
for my part, am a man abhorring bigotry ; I cannot be-
lieve things contrary to my reafon : "I with the differences
‘of mankind in point of religion were rationally compofed;
and that the goo'd of-all-fefts, fattions, parties, churches;
and communions, were united in th- hfe, as ‘they fure?y
will be in the next. '

. :In she meun time, to the Father without Begannmg;
to the Son without a Younger Brother, to:'the Hely
Gholtyr the Firft and the Laft, to the Virgia Mary, the
mother of. the Entire Deity, 'I recommebd thee and ait
good Chriftiansy hoping ta fee you in hcm, thougb we
cannot it feems drink alkike on earth, « - - - ¢

¢ Paris, 1ft of the 12th Moon, of the Year 1665.
' . . . L4 N

T ¥

IIT.—70 NaTuan BBN SADD!, a ?e‘w at Vienna.

Accoxnmo to: thy dcﬁre, I have procured and fcnt
thes the Alcoran and other writings of our holy doéors,
books which will condué&t thee into’ the right way. Thou:
wilt find insthefe volumes afpirit of life-and power ; there
bzeathes in them - a certain -vital principle of reafon, fo'
- that whofoever reads them attentively, may feel (if I may
fo fpeak ) the very pulfe of intclle&ual w:ldom beating in
every femtence. - ‘

\There.is a-valt dtﬂ'emnoe bmvecn thefe writings, full
obarguments clear ard inteigible, and the whimfies of
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.

thy | rabbis, who.abound in facred fablcs and, dmne 105
mances.

Who can perufe your -celebrated Mifuab without e
dain? or look into yaus. more applauded Talmud, amd
pot feel himfelf touched with horror at the monftrous
blafpbemies and ridiculous forgeries therein contained
Doft thou not laugh.at the flory of God’s pickling op
the leviathan till the days of the Mefliah, and that othes
of the bull which daily devours the fodder: of a thonfand
mountains ? or wilt thon fhow me the neft of that bied;
from whence, the Talmud fays, an egg falling.on. the
earth, threw dowa three thoufand tall cedars .with -its
weight, and at length breaking, overflowed fisty villages
with the liquid fubflanee included in the fhell? :

Such-as thefe muft needs be fit themes for the contems
plations of the Ownipotent ! and 'yet your rabbis teachy
that, God ftudics nine hours.in the .day, in the Falmuds
Can any man of common piety ®ar thefe blafphemies;
and not tremble? What affronts are thefe. ta human
fenfe ? what impofitions on the reafon of. the credulous
Jewe? . Doés the moft perfe&t of all beings acquire know-
ledge by degrees ? or is the Eternal Intelle&.improyed
by reading of books ? or if it ‘were fo, would he not
make a better choice than of a volume which, in- the in<
exedible ftories it relates, exoetdo-all ‘the figments ‘of the
pocts, . "

Tell me; Nathan, .canft thou fwallow,th:c loud B of
the Talmud, which tells thee that there was.a lon,. whou
whep he roared at the diftance of -four -hundred: miles::
from Rome, all the women that were with child .in that.:
city, being affrighted at the noife, mifcarried, and the:
walls of Rome fell dows.2 and shea.he drew::nearer by
an hundred miles, he- fet. ap bin thaoat; again, which made.
fo tenible a found,. tbat all the Romans teeth. fell out of

iy
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their heads,: and  the emperor -himfelf felt fuch conwul-
fions as had well nigh coft him his life.
..-Suxely the crow. which the Talmud fpeaks of in ano-
ther place, was but a puny to this monftrous lion, and
yet it fecms that crow {wallowed d ferpent that had caten
a frog as big as a village of threefcore houfes, and when
he bad done, flew inte the next tree. I {uppofe that was
the tree which grew in paradife, and was five hundied
miles, high, according to the Talmud. Have I not res-
fon for this raillery, when ome of yoar rabbis folemnly
-fwears he was an eye-witnefs of thefc things? Who ean
forbear-to ridicule the bigotry of thofe who gwe up their
* faith s -Q\Wh delufions ?.
Thou wilt meet..with mare rational entertainment in
" the boeks of the muffulman do&ors, more d’pecaally in
that tranfcript thon haft of the velume. !firR diQated in
heaven ; that confirms the true law of Mofes, but damas
the impoftures of ‘the Walmud, attributing this invention
of {uch errors te the devil.

But thou wilt afk-me, perhaps, wbat I mean by the
- tswe law of Mofes? Shall I tell thee the opinion of one
éf thy own nation; a' Hebrew of the Hebrews, ashe pre-
tends, gnd, for apght I know, of the {fame tribe with thy-
falf ; for I am a firanger to the gedealogics of you both.

_Some jears ago, here was in this city a man who, if
we may believe him, has been in all the cities of the
world ;. the French .call him The Wandemxg Jew, and
he confirmed that title by tlic profefion he made of his
birth; defcent,:and univerfal travels. No doubt but thou
hiaft heard of this man, or at leaft of fuch a chara&er,
and therefore I need not repeat what he faid of himfelf,
and what the gencnility of mankind believe of him ; fuf-
$ico it to vell theey thac I wae once in-his company - half
a day together, whed; among othey- dilgoutfes, he tokd
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me that the true law of Mofes has been loft' for above
thefe two thoufand years, except in the north parts of
Afia, where there are an infinite mumber of Hebrews,
but far different in their religion from all the Jews in the
reft of the world. He fays the country where they in-
habit is environed round with high and inacceflible moun-
tains. I afked him the exa& geographical fituation of
this country, but received no,dther anfwer than that it
-Iay beyond the river Sabbation. Then I remembered
what I had read in Efdras, a fcribe of thy nation, con-
céerning the tranfmigration of the t¢n tribes who were
«arried away captives by the Affyrians, how they paffed
through a certain river on dry ground, the witers beiny
divided to the right hand and to the left, and that after
the fame manner they fhould return again in the lattér
days, but that in the mean time the region where they
‘Bve was hidden from ail other mortals. '
Comparing this paffage with ®hat I had heard from
the Wandering Jew, I became almoft perfuaded that tle
people and country of which he fpoke were the very fame
' mentioned by Efdras. God only can difcern the truth
from error in hiftories of fo remote and ancient a fubje.
As to their religion, I was juft going to give thee an
account of what he faid concerning it, but am interriipt.
ed by company, wherefore I am forced to break off 4-
“bruptly ; expeét a full relation in my next. Iam in ha(té‘
Paris, 4th of the 1ft Moon, of the Year 1666,

IV.—T70 the fame.

) T!ll mterrupuon wluch made me'do foddenly conclude
my other letter lafted not long, fo that I have time. -8
nough to perform my pmtm[c by the fame poft..

16



24 LETTERS WAITEEN BY “Wol. VI.

. I was about to relate what the Wandering Jew told

me of the religion of thofe remote Hebrews in Afs,
. which take as follows :

He fays they are a nation of philofophers, bound by
their Jaws to ftudy. the liberal arts and fciences ; they
bave none but iron money current among - them, the ufe
of gold and filver coins being exprefsly forbidden by their
laws, to prevent the temptations of avarice and theft:
For who wouyld fteal or covet a metal, which for its bulk
was not eafy to be hid, nor for its beauty very defirable,
being every where common in the veins of thé earth, and
Served only as 3, method of barter and commerce among
.themfclves, wlere the inequality of merchandifcs entas-
.gled their tnﬁic, and would not adnut of a ready ex-
change ? .

This took from them the occafion of many unneceflary
arts at bome, and they had no temptations to - travel a-
broad, the chief defigr®f their lawglvcr being to oblige
them to fpcnd moft of their time in rebgtous and phile-
fophical exercxrs, and the reft in preparing neceffaries
for human fuftenance : They had no need to buy any
thing of foreign countries, or to build fhips for that end,
who were bound to live content with the ratural produé
of their own fertile country ; for luxury has ot as yet
fet Yooting in that happy region, if we may believe this
traveller. He fays they feed altogether on the fruits of
the earth, not admitting any art or employment which
tends to fuperfluity, but only fuch as ferve the neceffary
wies of life, wherein they fhow an admirable. dexterity
and fkill,

‘When they travel from one town to another, which is
very frequent, they,never carry any thing to-defray their
shasges by the way, ox when they arrive at their jour
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ney’s end, all-entertainment of this nature being free and
reciprocal 3 fuch-is the euftom of the country. :
They have no lawyers ampng them, but if any con-
terition arife, it is prefently determined by the' arbitra-
tion of the next neighbour, to- whofe fentence all {ubinit,
every man being willing to lofe fomething of his right,
sather than difturb the public amity and peacei. - - . -
As to the manner of their worthip, -they are ftri& ob- -
-fexvers of purity in wafbmg, anointing, and- ﬂ\avmg theu-
. bodies. ’
They have templcs alfo, where they dfcmble every ﬁ.
venth day, and having offcred up the firftifruits of the
earth, they fit down in the courts and banquet togéthiér
with joy, whilit the priefts entertain them with excelledt
mufic and fongs in praife of God and his works, o
this end the courts of their temples are- made very large,
that they-may contain fo many diftin families ; *amd
Rately pavnhons are fet up, adorned with the bougha of
.green trees, with all manner of flowers carelefsly inte-
.mixed. But amidft all their feafting they are’ not per.
mitted to tafte of flefh ; they eat only the fruits of tHe
carth, with milk, honcy, and onl; and their ‘commnon

drink is water and wine. a
. At the age of fixteen years, every man is bound ‘tb
-take the following oath : . .

« I fwear that I will adore but onc Ged, who broughit
eur fathers out of Egypt, and bas condu@ed us by L
myfterious path to this land of promife ; I will religiouf-
1y ferve him all my life, for that he-has vouchfafed to
plant me in the family of his ele&, and not in either of
the two tribes who were left behind in the land of delu-
fions ; I will do juftly to all men, neither wilt I volunth-
rily hurt or kill any living creature, unief:it. be -in oy
own defence ; I will not tafte of the fieth of any animal,
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but in all things obferve the abftinence commanded by
Alla to Mofes on'the mount ; I will religioufly obey my
prince to my laft breath, and rather be torn to pieces by
wild beafts, than betray him, or confent to betray hi
to another, for he is the viceroy of Ged ; I will never
conceal my knowledge of any confpiracy againft him or-
my country, neither will I difcover his fecrets to any, if
it fhould ever be my honour to know them ; I will cb-
{erve the traditions of my fathers, and teach the fame
and no other to my pofterity ; in fine, I will in all thinge
obey -the laws of this facred kingdom, this region of
peace, this parden of blifs. All this 1 folemnly fwear-
by the Firft Father of Light, and by Nothing, the pro-
found womb of darkuefs, and by Silence, the companm
of that Depth which fio created being can fathom;
which is the fame ae if 1 thould with myfelf anmhllated
_if I violate this oath in the leaft point.”

Thefe are all the terme of the oath that I can dxﬁm&-
ly remember, which I here infert, to fhow thee what opi-
nion thefc people have of the law which -was given to
Mpofes on the mount 3 and they reje& the two tribes that
were left in Paleftine, and efteemed of that coustey bat
as the Jand of delufion, accounting their own country the-
region of promife, and themfelyes the ele@ of God. ’

One would think that thefe were the pofterity of the
ten tribes that were carried- away captives by Salmanaffar
King of Affyria; and this was alfo. the opinian of “that
wanderer, who told me that both their Pentateuch was
different from yours, and the language wherein it is
written ; for he faid it was rather 3 diale& of Arabic, in
which language thou knoweft God wrote the ten com-
mandments on the two tables, “among which one s,
@ Thou fhalt ot kill.” This prohibition, they fay, ex-
tends to all living creatures, though your do&ers. inter-.
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pxlct it as only reachmg to men, and fo do the Chriftians:
But the muflulmans interpret it thus, ¢ Thou fhalt nei-
ther kill man nor beaft without reafon ;** by which claufe
the beafls are privileged from the ‘wanton cruelty of men,
who otherwife would murder them only to-make fport}
yetwicked men are not excmptcd from a violent dcath;
&s a punithment of their crimes.

" This traveller faywalfo that the pesple of that country
are {o healthy that they generally live till they .are au
hundred-and-twenty years old, which is almoft twice tive
nge of other mortals. This he afcribes to their exquifite
temperance and moderation in all things, as alfo to “th¢
drynefs.of the foil, and to the force of tertain winds,
which centinually fweep the ainof this dele&able regm,
and purge it of all hurtful qualities. .

If it ever be thy fortane to fee this perfon, he will act
quaint thee with a great many more -delightful paffages,
which it would be too-tedious for meto infert ina let
ter; befides, my memory-is treacherous, and I dften fors
get thofe thingsrat one time which I remember at anws
ther 5 but # thou art folicitous to hear moro, I will oblige
thee with all that 1 can'call to mind of this traveller in

- amother letters’ . . !

In the mean time, make a ngln ufe.of tBefe hints, and
~ weigh one thing with another 5 examine all things withe
out prejadice or parthlity ; truft no man’s reafonbut thy
‘own; in matters of a difputable nature, fince thou haft as
much right to decide the controverly as -any mani and
thus thou'wilt never become a bankrupt in religion.

Paris, 4th of the 1ft Moon, of the Year 1666,

1
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V.—To Monammen, Hapcr, Dervicn, Eremit of
Mount Urul 1u Arabia the Happy

m I think, this is the Latt of my hours ia this woxld,
and the firft of a new life which I fhall commence in im-
- mortality ¢ I perceive that the fatal period, the moment
of tranfmigration fet by deftiny is ‘approaching : The
crafis of my blood is diffolving apace; my {pirit haftens
to get loofe from thefc mortal chains; I feel my foul
teying and ftretching her wings, preparing to take her
eternal flight to the region afligned her by God -and -na-
ture, - ’ .
. - I'have not prefummption enough to hope for paradife,.
nor am I fo ahandoned to defpair as to conclude I fhall:
go to hell 3 I'rather believe Aaraf, or the place of pri-
foms, will-be my portion, in regard I fear the cvils which.
I Have been guilty of are not overbalanced by my good ,
altions 5 it is well if virtue has counterpoifcd vice in the .
coitrfe of this mortal life. However, I am refigned, and
commit myfelf to the Indulgent Creator of all things,
who will not fail to difpofe of me according to the order
which-he has eftablifhed in the univerfe.

-Methinks, were I even in hell,.I could not ﬁ:rbcu
praifing that Fountain of all things ; I.would teach the
devils and damned a new leflon of patienee and content.
edhefs, ‘of humility and devotion, of generofity and love,
amidft’ theit tremendous torments ;3 I would furvey, with
an indifference becomiitg a true believer, the horrid abyfs,
with all its dreadful vaults and apartments ; I would-con-
fider the wonderful archite&ure of thofe infernal prifons, -

~ the inexpugnable frength of the walls, sheir prodigious
thicknefs and unmoveable faftnefs ; I would contemphte
every thing with the reafon of a philofopher, and the pi-
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ety of a muffulman, net giving myfelf up to the paffions
- of a fool and an.infidel. .

All this I imagine were ealy to perform in thofe fatal
cuverns, and much more ; but God knows haw the <%-
perience ‘of fuch an intolerable mguih ;and refhming.
might alter a man’s mind, .

- However, Iﬁnditmedncmdtothmkof thelaﬂ: and ‘
avordl things, to be always prepared for death, and what~
foever fhall follow it ; for furprifes are apt to unman us,
and plander'us of ourreafon. I was in the height of a
violent fever when I began this letter, yet aow it is a--
bated, and I palpably feel the gentle return of health,
and life; this is owing, in my judgment, to the real
belief I had, that my laft hour was come, which I hawe
fo Jong cape@ed ; and I could almoft perfuade myfelf, .
that I fhall difperfe a thoufand maladies, recover out of
-the moft danglerous -paroxyfms, and prolong my.days to:
old age, by the mere force of thefe.contemplations.

My faith in this point is grounded on: experience ; for
I have often found, that to be armed againk calamizies, .
with an even mind, is either a fure way to avoid them,
or at leaft to protra& the feafon of their arrival; and if,
there were nothing clfe in it, but the vendering them
meore cafy whes they come, it were wo:th any man’s .
pains to try the experiment.

Doubtléfs there is no terror in. datb, but. . what the
vain opinion of men creates; it is as pleafant for a think.
ing man to die as to live, if it be only for this reafon,
that in his paffage from the life he had led befose, he .
fhall not have barc naked ideas for his contemplation, but

- matter of fa&, and the molt: xmpowm that ever- em- -

ployed the fouls of men. . ‘y
O admirable fylvan! confider \ymh thyfelf, whethcr
2 vull not be highly grateful to thy languithing foul,
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when theu fhalt perccive demonttratively, by the infal
lible enthymemas of thy trembling pulfe, that thou art
JuRt ready to be releafed from the deccitful fophiftry of
duman life ! that thou art ‘near elcaping from a warrow
tage, to be upon the wing at large, to fly into the smple
fields of beauty, light, and eadiefs happinefs! Refle&
alio st the fame time, O holy eremit, that I fhoald think
it no paim to be freed from my confinement to a frinkiog
actt of infidels. ' ’
» But why fhould I give them that eeproachful epithet,
when, for aaght I know, I am-a greater jafidel myfelf ?
It i troe, indeed, I am of the lineage of Ibrabim, I&
amely. and the baly race ; I bear in my body the feals of .
. = divine league.or covenant between: God and mang I
was circumacifed in due time, and gave fupreme glory to
sne God, mnd hooour to Mahomet his meflenger; I
pronounced the feven myfterions words, whofe found ex-
cites the harmomy of the {pheres, fets the angels a-
dimcing, puts all nature into motions, and makes the de-
wil a3 deaf as a beetie ; way, as our holy dotors teach,
the very breath with which that facred confeflion is wt-
tered, blows the afhes of hell into the eyes of the
damned, and ftrikes them hlind ; in a word, I have faft.
ed, prayed, givea alms, and performed all the extermal
duties of a true believer ; yet I have réafon to feur, that
the beft of my pious altions are not fufficient to caacel
my fins ; my praftice runs counter to my faith ; there
{eems to be a doubic fpirit in me, one inclining me to
good; and the other forcing me to evil; for whillt 1 re-
ally in my heart believe the alcoran, and' obey Mahomet
aur holy lawgiver, I am compelled to deny both, to pro.
fefs the life and manners of a Nazarene, to counterfeit
an infidel, and do a thoufand other ill things, to pleafe
the Grand Signior and his flavés; Thus I play faft and
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Joofe with God Almighty, and turn religion into crofe:
purpofes ; yet Heaven knows that I obteft all the eles -
" aments to witnefs, that 1 would fain be innocent, and
live in unblenmiithed virtue; but the fatal neceffities 1
le under conftrain me to a perpetual courfe of vice,
which maket me fometimes cry out m the agonies of mry
foul, « O God! I pray thee cither to alter my circam.
Ranoes, and reform my asture, or make new laws meore
eafy to be kept.”
. Vemerable and patient folitary, bear with my mportm
mate complaints, and remember, that though thou art as
an angel for thy perfeQtions, yet Mahmut is but a man,
fabje& 6 a thoufand frailties. Pity him, and: continue to
afford him thy fage counfel ; relt dlfo affaved, that &
moogft all his infirmivies he ftfll reteiné an mviolable af
fetion and-dutifel regard to the tenets of God’s proe
phet. ’

" Paris, 22d of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1666.

.

Vi—To the K;n&acu.«'u.

T rov mayeft report it to the divan for # certainty,
that Mirammud, the fon of the xeriph at Sallee, 1s taken
prifoner by the Fre ich. Thka: bold youth has long rovéd
the feas uncentrouled, has done many injuries to the -
Chniftians, filled Sultee with flaves; now he himfelf is
become a captive. Such is the fortune of war by fea and
land, - to-day triumphant and v:&onous, to-morrow vah-
quifhed and in chains.

Yet he loft not his honour with his liberty, having
bravely defended his veflel, and ftrewed the decks with
flaughtered French, till overpowered with numbers he
was compelled to yield. His enemies extol his courage,
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snd the greatnefs of his mind, which would not.fiok un-
der the preflure of this misfortune ; he feemed to have
the command of himfelf' (which is the moft glorious vic-
tory), and fuffered not his free-born foul to be led cap-
tive by his paffions, but behaved himfelf with fuch aa
even temper, as placed him above the pity of his ene-
mies, and rather made him the fubjeét of their emula-
tign. He is brought to the court, where.he is entertained
as a gueft, rather than as a prifoner, being invited to
their banquets, mafks, plays, and other divertifements;
scither is he debarred the privilege of hunting, which
!mght give him the faireft opportunity to efcape; but he
is ignorant of the language of this count.ry, and few of
the Frcnch underftand Morefco, fo that it is almoft im.
poffible for him to make a party, or confult his fight,
unlefs the king’s interpreter fhould afit him ; befides,
the French have a higher opinion of his generofity,, than
“to apprehcnd fuch an ungrateful return of the rayal of-
¢ he finds in this court.
- As for Mahmut,. he has not yet made himfelf known
to this brave captive ; but if the minifteys of the divan
fhall think it the intereft or honour of ‘the Sublime Porte
to engage in this affair, I want but a commiffion to fet
Mirammud fafe athote in Afric.

I will not hazard any thmg in an aﬂ'axr of this unpoxt-
ance, without an order from my fupenors. When their
pleafure is once known, the execution fhall be fwift. X
wait for thy commands, as for a decree of deftiny, which
cannot be repealed.

The God of our fathers, who mu]tlph(d the feed of
Ifmagl as the grafs of the feld, and gave them the fo-
verexgnty over'many wuations, grant, that the Sublime
Porte, which is the purfery of the faithful, may always
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take fuch meafures as fhall advance the ‘intereft of the
muffulman empire.

Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, of tl{e Year 1666.

—
ce s

‘_ VII,.—‘—:7.‘0 HAM'EL MuLaDDIN, Xer:}b of Sallee.

Tm fon.is no longer a captive, but a conqueror ; his
firft -appearance before the ladies of this court was an e-
quivalent to his ranfom § he is like to dothee greater fer-
vice by his chains than when he ranged the feas; his
beauty may do more mifchief in France than all thy fhips
of war, fince it has already created fuch rivalthips and
faftions among the fair fex as engages the French gal-
knts on many unhappy rencounters ; and in a little timé
it will be difficult for the interefted fparks to meet and
part with unfheathed fwords. * Libels and panegyrics di-
vide the ftudies’ of the wits ; while one ﬁatters, another
lampoons the amorous females ; and Mirammud, the il
laftriods flave, is all the talk.” Tn a word, he finds royal
afage, having the liberty of the court; and all are pleaf:
ed with his graceful deportment and undlfgmfed conver-
fation ; every cne affe@s his company, and he has the
. fate of princes, never to be alone. His fkill in ndmg and
throwing the lance has inflamed the noble youth with
thartial emulations ; they efteem Mirammud the moft ac-
c‘omphﬂud perfon of this age.

Canft thou now repine at thy fon’s gIonous thraldom §
a captivity that loads him with fo many honours ! that
fays his conquerors at his feet, and fubdues all hearty
to his matchlefs perfe&tions? His followers find friendfhip
among the infidels for His fake: It were to be withed
that equal humanity weré fhown to the Chriftian {laves in
Barbary. Itell thee thy fon is fo admired and loved,
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fake of difcourfe ; for thefe fellows are foft as the air
in their addrefs and converfation ; they appear as inno-
cent as Santones, fincere as Hadgis, loyal and courtly as
the pages of the Seraglio ; they would wheedle ninety-
‘tine of Argus’s eyes out of his head fucceffively before
he miffed one.

They came firft to Paris as merchants, and no doubt
but Solyman had given them inftru@ions how to infinuate
into. Eliachim’s acquaintance, and fo by degrees into
mine ; for that honeft Jew trades with people of all na-
tions and charaers.

However it/be, I remember the very wotds which
thou inferteft in thy letter were {poken by me in com-
pary with thefe infidels ; but I fhall find a way to be
even with them, and Solyman too, before they dream of

‘Iu the mean time,. I pray heartily, that if ever it fhall
be thy misfortune to be in the like peril, deftiny or
chance, providence or fate, may raife fome friend to give
thee a caution, and that thou mayeft not, with the us-
happy Cafar, negleét to read it in time.

_ I am now going to encounter thefe giafres ; perhaps
I fhall catch them in their own fnares; if not; I will fe-
cure they fhall not catch me.

‘Dear Pefteli, may thy foul repofe under the prote&ion
of God.

Paris, 1t 'of the sth Moen, of the Year 1666.

— —

IX. —-‘I"o Dener Ogrov.

T o whom fhould I comphm ia my adverfity but to my
friend ! I have begn.more embarrafied withia thefe two

moons, than through all the famer courfe .of my life; -
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troubles of divers kinds thropg ie upon me ;. I feem like
a but or maik, whexeat every {pecies. of misfartune, like
a fkilful archer, dire&s the fatal arraws of its malice ; ¥
am near overwhelmed with calamities ; heaven and earth
are {ut againll me, and all the elements confpire my ruin 3
yet no perfecution -appears fo terrible as that of man, nor
any afliGion fo poignant. as that which progceds from
the ingratitude and perfidy of my own countrymen, pc.
fons related to me by blood.

Age aod mych ficknefs have confined me to my bed
for a confiderable time, which is no {mall alloy to humas
happinefs ; but to render me perfe@ly miferable, the
minifters of the Porte are angry with me for being old
and infirm, .and for not cont/numg to ferve thc Grand
Siguior with the {fame vigour and ftreagth as formerly 3
elfe what mean the frequent reproaches they fend me,
whilft I am not in a copdition to anfwer them, or make
an apology for myfeclf ? Would they have mq immertal,
and praof againft the firokes of defliny and death, which
thou knoweft are unavoidable ? Whilft I was in my prime,
healthy and ftrong as an eagle, they eacouraged me with
the faireft promifes in the world, telling me I fhould ne-
ver want for money, or the proteétion of the Grand Sig-
nior ; yet evén then I-received not my peanfion without
murmurs and obfcure menaces ; fo hard a thipg it is for
courtiers to be ‘touched with any man’s neceffities. But
now they threaten plainly to ftop all farther fupplies,’
unlefs I will grow young again, and do bufinefs as brifkly
as when I had numbered but thirty fammers. Thus
they ferve poor Mahmut, as we ufe oranges and-lemons,
whofe vital fpirit when we have fucked out, we throp
the reft away as unprofitable. Yet not one of -them will
contribute in the leat te my recovery ; only the gene--
rous Cara Hali, eur beloved fricad, bemring of myma-

Vd. V1L x
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buly, font. me @' firange cliomieal'diguor, withs the cele-
brated -confneébion El' Rawi, fome bezoar, .and the -moft
Pprecious balm of Gilead, all prepared vo my hand, with
dm'&mm, and fealed with ao authentic fignet, :

Thefe. indeed had & masvellous operation on me. I
wied them but yefterday, and find myfelf foddenly re-
ftored to fothe degrees.of health as by a miracle. - Whe-
they it be the valt efteem I have for that excelleat phy-
fician, with the confidence I.repole in his fhill and judge
mont, has. had fome influence .on me, or what elfe, I
kmownnot 5 ryet we .ufed to obferve, that the patient’s
good opinion of his phyfician is half & cure: However,
thofe foveseign medicines have infpired me with a’ new
sneryy 3 and had I not other afliGions to break my
beart, I could almoft promife myfelf to reach the age of
Neftor ; but my unfortunate ftars will have it otherwife,
and I am refigned to deftiny. -

- Thou knoweft my coufin Solyman, the ‘turban-maker,
and art no firanger to hishumours and fortune ; what an
anfettded man he has been in- the ‘whole courfe-of his life ;
that no employment could ever pleafe ‘him,: nor he be
dong fixed in any place; how he has rambled from Con-
fantinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, &ec.
slways murmuring againft Heaven, -and complaining of
Bis hard fate, in that he was not'bred a courtier, a ftu.
dent, 2 foldier, or any thing but what he really i. Thou
‘art acquainted alfo with fome of ‘his religious caprices,
how he is addi&ed to déing the book, making the triple
Ynot, amd to a thoufandiother foolith fuperftitions; by
*  which, whil#t he afpites atthe charatter of a fage, ora
-etining man, he renders himfelf merc-codtemptible than
an idiot, forfetting -the eftcemi ‘of all wife and good mien,
“for the fake of a little fame, and'noify chm&er lmoﬁg
tbe empty, gnddy mubtitade.’ Lk
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But aften all,- I :believe thou. art vholly 2 franger-to.
his fecpet malice, and the rancour with which he perfe.
cuted me, his poor exiled uncle. I myfelf was deceived
by the fubtle apology he made fome years ago, for the.
Qander his tongue-had ‘uttered, when he transferred all
the guilt of that injury on Shathim Iftham, the black
cunach, and Ichingi Cap-Oglani, mafter of the pages’;
but now I am convinced.he is a traitor, a villam, and 2
fellow void of faith and honefty. “

I.reccived a letter from him within thefe feven dayu,
full of tender and inficuating expreflions, thauking me
for all the good offices I had done him, and for my: fea-
fenable counfel in feveral cafes ; profefing alfo at the
fame time an inviolable friendfhip, and that he wonld
make it.his ftudy to do me fome effectual fervice ; yet
the next poft brought me a difpatch from my brother
Peftcli Hali, wherein he bids me beware of Solyman,
affuring me that he had good reafen to fufpe& that
coufin of mine had fome ill defign npon me. This:is
certain, fays my brother, Solyman boafts of his familiars,
ot .without fome infult, that there is not a word or

. a&ion efcapes his uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is fooa
informed of it at Conftantinople ; and that which can-
firms me in the fame jealoufy with Pefteli is, that he in-
ferts in his letter--to -me fome paffages and difcourfes
werbatim, which. I muft needs own to have been betweea
me and Eliachim the Jew, with two or three Armenian
merchants, in our ‘moft private mectings at Eliachim’s
boufe or my chamber. Thele he learned fram fome of
-Solyman’s,moft intimate campanions.

. What.can I make of all this, but that thefe Amc«
ninas are of Solymaw’s causcil, his privados,. his chronees,
&c. whom, having bufincfs of their own at Paris, that
perfidious wretch has engaged o pry into wmy fecmts,

- K3
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to give him a conflant account of ‘what difcoveries they
make, and, if poffible; to trepan me into fome irre-
Goverable error in my condu&, that fo he may finally
ruin me ?

O Mahomet ! what is become of the reverence due to
thy facred name, to thy law, and to the book penned in
Heaven? where is th¢ muffulman faith and integrity?
the religious faltnefs of friendfhip, with which our far
thers propped up one another in the fervice of God, and
the empice of true believers? But there is no need of
exclaiming againtt faith and piety on this acceunt ; hu-
* man nature it{elf is refponfible for the bafenefs and in-
gratitude of my kinfman ; he no longer deferves the cha-
raler of a man ; I advife thee to fhun his company as a
pett, a walking contagion among mortals.

In a word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and I fuffer our-
felves to be carried away by & vain pity or tendernefs for
any man, though he be the fon of a mother’s fifter, fince
there is no traft in fleth and blood ; but let us learn the
maxims of French wifdom, which teach men to lay the
foundation of their own happinefs in fmiling at the mis-
fortunes .of others.

Paris, x4th'of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1666.

3

X.—To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary of the

°  Ottoman empire.

" Besins s the general chara@ters of countries, and the
people inhabiting there, it is neceffavy for thee to be in-
formed of particular emergencies, and fuch events as de-
forve a place in the eternal records of the Ottoman mo- i
sarchy, the fifth and lat in the world, that fo the mini-
fecra of the awgult divas, the deftined drbitrators of the -

- .
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wniverfe, judgés of all human affairs, and counfellors of
the great Sultan, may in the facred code, as in a mirror|
behold whatever happens in the diftant climates- wortby
of remark.

ter the falutations, therefore, proceeding from pro-
found humility, entire refpe@, and perfe@ friendfhip,
know, that a devouring peftilence has lately made a fatal
decimation in the Englith territories, efpecially in Lon-
don, the capital city of that ifland, where above an hun-
dred thoufand fouls, ftruck with invifible darts from God;
went off the ftage of human life in lefs than fix moone
revolution.

The dire contagion by degrees {pread farther througﬁ
the adjacent provinces, and reached the meft rémote and -
folitary corners of the land ; death fet his ftandard up,
proclaiming open war againft the inhabitants ; with fly.
ing troops of mortal plagues he ravaged over the ifle;
filling all parts with doleful cries and lamentations; the
cemeteries wete not large enough to hold the carcafes of
fuch as fell before the dreadful conqueror; but open
ficlds were turned to fepulchres, and crammed with fpoils
of human race ; an univerfal defolation reigned ; death
cclebrated cruel trivmphs every where. :

Such as pretend to aftrology and hidden fciences, wiﬂ
have this to be an effé& of the late comet which appéar-
ed at the end of the year 1664, whilft others attribute
it to nearer natural caufes; and fome conclude it is a
judgment fent from ‘Heaven on that rebellious people,
who a few years before had involved the nation in a civil
war, and barbaroufly maffacred their king: God only
knows the troth that is concealed from man. . '

Thou mayeft regifter alfo, that the Queen-mother ol'
France is newly dead, - and the cvook-backed Prince of
Conti ;' on whiich account this court-is-now in modrning;,

L
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- and the churches hung with black, whillt melancholy
bells perpetually invite the lividg to pray for the de-
ceafed royal fbuls, and deep-baffed organ.pipes breathe
out inceffant doleful afpirations, founding like inarticulate
prayers, and funeral fighs for the departed. 1In this the
Nazarenes approach near to the faith of true believers§
they give alms alfo, a8 we do, and fettle ftipends on cer-
tain pricfts and dervifes, to mumble over daily maffes-fir
the dead, which-is an evident fign that they have hopés
of immortality, and look for the refurre&ion. Doubts
lefs there is fomething good at' the boftom of al re
Tigions, though it be overlaid with errors and- correp
tions.

- God dire&t us through the -meanders which homia
J‘nﬂty involves us in, and grant every muffaiman a par

- ticular chart and compafs, whereby to fteer, hiw courfe
thirough the uncertain tracks of mortal life; that he may
at laft arrive in paradife ; for we fhall never find the way
Thither by general rules.

- ‘Hluftrious Hamet, I pray that theu add I may ata
deftined hour encounter one another in the walks of

“£den, there to converle under immortal fhades, near to -

“fome warbling fiream of matchiefs wine or water, to re-
“#olve our paft fatigues on earth, and to carefs ourfelves
‘@ the fecurity of emdlefs blifs.

Paris, 15th of the 7th Moon, of the Year1666.

s

XI.—fT;a'<I:IATgA§ Ben Saopi, @ Few at Vienna.

Thov ma thy fetfgned Meffias be damned together for
“company ! Muft- I be baulked of my money for the fake
“Bf your new fupetftition ? How many Mefliafes have y¢
“Mady fiveanditwenty st leakt, befides the fon of  Mary,

-
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who is acknowledged and bleffed for ever 2 Muft all the
world be bubbled to cternity by the fables of your nap
tion ? Curfe upon your rabbis and’ cochame, thofe pimpy
to the more religious debaucheries of mortals, Nathan,
I took thee for_another manner of man; however, if
thou art a {wora fervant to Sabbati Seyi, the new fham
king of .the Jewsy I have nothing to fay to it; da. as
thou wilt ; but I dare be a prophet, fo far as to tell theg
thou wilt be curfedly left in‘the lurch, with the reft of
the fools, thy bigotted brethren. ~ Let what will be, it
behaves thee as an honeft .man to tranfmit the bills thar
are entrylled to thee, Whether Sabbati Sevi, Ben Jo-
feph, or Ben David, be the name of your expe&ted Mef-
fas, I wonld not have Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue
thou faithful, and the few others that are entrufted with
the fublime affairs, and let all the reft of the common jews
go to Gehenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, which yop
pleale ;. but I would fain have thee in the number of the
righteous who thall poffefs paradife. Some of thy lettgge
have encouraged me to hope for this, but thy laft makes
me almoft defpair of feeing thee happy either.in this
world ar the next ; for thou writeft like one in a phrene
zy, raving on chimeras of frange honour, glory, and
power, which thou fhalt fhortly enjoy in the kmgdom of
thy fantaftic Meffias ; thou art already a pringe in thy
owa conceit.

For God’s fake, Nathan, wean thyfelf from thel'e teélie
gious-foadneflos ; awaken thy reafon, whieh is the difkin.
guithing chara&er of a man ; examine the grounds of
this new delufion ; fearch into the birth and origin of
Sabbati Sevijand thou wilt find him. tq. defcend.of ;an
ebfcure and bafe “parentage, his . father being bat a kind
of mongrel Jew; aod by profefion an ufures, whigh, js
forbid by the written law of Mofes, and in the great. Al

X4
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eoran it is accounted execrable ; his mother, a woman of
the Curds, fufpefied for a witch, in regard moft of that
mfidel nation praQlife magic arts, and diabolical charms;
and it is not altogether improbable that your counterfeit
, Meflias was edncated privately by her in the fame flu-
dies, whence he learned the methods of enchantments
" aod illufions, to deceive the fenfes, and impofe on the
reafon of mankind.

I can tell thee of a truth, that there are more eyes on
Jhim and his aQions than he is aware of ; and I myfelf, at
this diftance, have received a particular relation of his
life, from fuch as knew him a youth at Smyma, the place
of his natmty He is accufed of many vices and extra-
vagancxes during his early years; his converfation was
wild and diffolute, being a noted inamorato or ftallion
ovwer all that city ; for which, and fome other crimes, ke
was expelled the fynagogue, and banithed from Smyrna,
by the mutual confent of the muffulman cadi and your
own rulers ; he was alfo excommunicated by the rabbis as
an heretic, for broaching certain do@rines repugnant to
your law, and the general faith of the Jews ; all which
‘cannot but be prevailing recommendations of him to the
office of Meffias, or king of Ifracl.

From thence he rambled up and down the Morea, and
other provinces of Greece, leaving a memorial of infamy
wherever he fet his foot, continually marrying and divor.
cing of wives, debauching of vii-gins, and frequenting the
company of harlots, till thofe countries grew weary of
him, and threatened to chaftife his wickednefs. Then he
pafled over into Syria-and Paleftine, beginning to fet up
for a reformer of your law, and at Jerufalem openly pro-
fefling himfelf to be the Meffias, whereby he drew a rab-
ble of lunatics and frantic people after him ; but as for



Book IV A SPY AT PARIS, 713

the feniors and governors, they bave. rejeted him as aa
impoftor.

Confider, Nathan, the fate that befel Ben Cochab, as
he called himfelf, that is the Son of a Star, who pretend-
ed to be the Meffias,. in the days of Adrian, Emperor of
the Romans ; refle& on the calamities which overwhelm,
ed him and his followers, to the- number of four hundred
thoufand Jews, who all fell, with their falfe prophet, fi-
crifices to the juft revenge and fury of that incerfed. mg-
march ; for they had impudently. boafted, that by fuch a
prefixed time he fhould be taken captive, and depofed
from his throne by the Meffias, who fhould affume the
imperial dignity, and all the world fhould obey him ; but
when thofe who furvived the flaughter of their brethrep
refle@ed on the author of fo tragical a cataftrophe, they
changed his name in contempt and hatred, calling him
na longer Ben Cochab, the Son of. a Star, but Bar Cy-
ziba, the Son of a Lxc,afalfe prophet, and fcduca- of the
brethren..

Thou haft all’ the reafon in the world to have no bety
ter opinion of. Sabbati Sevi, fince he is rejected by the-
wifer fort.of Jews, and has not performed one miracle in
eonfirmation of his pretended Meffias-fhip ; neither has
any uncommon or preternatural appearance happened be-

fore or fince he affumed this dignity ; whereas all your- -

rabbis teach, that no lefs than ten eminent and remark--
‘able prodigies fhall precede the coming of your Meffias ;.
and I remember thou thyfelf, about ten years ago, fenteft
me a letter much to the fame effed, telling me that cer-- -
tain monftrous forts of men fhould come from the ends
of the emrth;whofe eyes fhall be as venomous as baﬁhﬂ:s-,,
. with a great many other fories of like nature.

Haft thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou fo far- mfa» '

Juated with the bold impoftures gi this impudent decgig--

K5
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¢r, a8 for-his fake to deny thy former faith, reverfc thy
own fentiments, and .difannul the traditions of thy doc-
tors ¢ For fhame | roufe up thy intelle&nal faculties, and
-fufer ant thy reafon to be lulled afleep by the prefigious
umbrages and charms of a lewd vagrant, a wizard, a
- cheat,-
. Have but patwnce, at leatt, till thou fee -thofe ﬁgm
accemplithed which aré to ufher in your Mefﬁas, before
thou gise up thylelf to fo dangerous a credulity ; let the
#un firft emit thofe peftilential vapours, which fhall kill a
smillion of the Kophrim, or infideks, every day, as yout
_Wradivions threasen ¢ let that luminary be alfo totally e-
aliped for the (pace of thirty days; in a word, let all the
‘wther. prédigics come to pafs which thou thyfelf didd
- ooce o paflionately believe ; and then I promife thee, on
Abe word of 2 muflsiman, that T will be thy profelyte,
and embrace thy Jaw, and adere thy Meflias, on conditioa
et otherwibe then wilt bp my oonvert, beliexe the alco-
- 3an, and ohey the meflenger of God, the laft aud feal of
*ie proph.et.s. '

- Pans, T1th of the gth Moon, of the Year 1666;

N .
~

> - 3

S T XTE—2T0 fhe Kaimacran.
X e afraidl-the divan,will be. obliged to fend another &
iigent fo Vienna, Lo fupply the plage of Nathan Ben Sad-
A, who is rénsing mad pfter the new Meflias.of the Jews.
"Fhete is ne dowbt but thou and the gther happy mini.
. "Rérs refidipg -at- the-guguit Porte have btard of a cet.
tain impofior at Smyrhaj by name SabbatiSevi, of He-

.- brew race; who'calls himfelf The emly begotten Son of
-God, Mefms, and Redeemer of Ifrael, and what multi-

" "les of soating, creduless Jown e draws after him 1. ©

[
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that there is a fchifm broke out between ¢hem, and thay
are divided into two contrary factions both.in: Smysga
and all over the Levant. It is impolfible that hefe
shings fhould be concealed from the refplendent feat of
fame, fince they bave reached even our cars who dwell at
this diftance ; nay, theré is hardly a proviace or city jn
all the Welt which has not received intdligente of fo re-
markable a novelty.

" 1 have received a difpatch from Zeidi Ahma.a at Vx-
mcc,wherem he informs me that all the Jews of Italyarepde.
paring to vifit the Holy Land, and te (ce the facc of their
long-capefted Meffias, who they now belicve is really
come on earth, and is'that Sabbati Sévi-at Bmyma ; they
are fettling their affairs as faft as they can, nequitdiag

- themfelves from all worldly engagements ; and:thefe whe
are devout’ give themfelves up to prayer end mostifida-
tioiis, whilit others fpend their time in feafling, dancing,.
ard all manner of mirth. He fays fome of them will#it

~.or fland vp to the nofe in water for fowr-andtwenty
hours together ; and this they do.in imitatien of Ada’s
penance, according to their tradition ; for “they, are
taught that the firft father of mortals, after he. was ba.
“hithed from paradife, as a punithment for his fin, ftobd an

" hundred and thirty years together in water thus reaching-
to his noftrils. )

Others of thefe fuperftitions people will fit naked ka-
- ny hours together on a heap- of pifmires, till threy arewt-
- moft ﬁnng to death ; 2 third fort dig their own graves;.
- sad going dewn inte them, caufe themiebses to b cover.
ed all over with earth, except anly their faces; andt in
this condition they will lic till they are almoft famifhed.

In the mean while, they fend circular letters fromialk
- parts, congratulating each other’s approaching happidefs:

v and: deliverancodram the oppreffion-of. thc Goiatilesylfor
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{o they tcrm all that are not of their own nation ; and in
thefe mutual addrefles they fail:not to prophefy, that
their Meffias ¢hall, in {uch a moon, go to the great ty-
rant, king of the Ifmaelites, and lord of all the children
of Moab and Edom, (fo they blafpheme our glorious Sul-
tan) ; that he fhall depofe him from his throne, and lead
hith away captive ; after which he fhall have the domi.
nions of the whole earth laid at his feet.

With fuch kind of wild ftuff do thefe deluded peuple
flatter one another and themfelves, as if in a little time
thiey were to be lords of all things ; fo that no trading or
cammerce goes.forward among them ; an univerfal ftop
is put to-all bufinefs, it béing elkeemed an inexpiablé fin
to follow their trades ia the days of  the Meffias,who is to
‘emmich ther with the wealth of all nations.

Strange ramours are fpread abroad of the veturn of the
ten tribes ever the river Sabbation, who were carried a-
way captives by Salmanaffar King of Affyria, and never
were. heurd of finee, till they now difcourfe-of their being
emeamped in the defart of Mount Sinai, in.their march
to. the Holy Land. It is reported alfo, that a mighty
. fleet of fhips were feen at {ea, whofe fails were of fattin,
and their.fteeamers bore the figure of a lion, with this
infesiption,: ¢ The Lion of the tribe of Judah.”

The Chriftians feem aftonifhed at thefe things, yet
fome look on'them only as dreams. As for honeft Elia-
chim here, ht is ne more moved at thefe things than 'T;
wnly he laughs at the fally of the credolous world, and
cusfes the Jews for bringing fuch contempt oa them{iclves
ang their pofterity.: But Nathan is like one hag-ridden,
or dcfiled by the damiz of ithe night § he has loft all rea-
fon, and ‘it will be no: lcﬁ than a miracle that muft re-

Rode it again.

-

&pu&agww% wmbk puphthm lofe -
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themfdves- for the fake of their countetfeit Mefhias, let

us continue.to hononr the true oue, even Jefus the fom

of Mary, who is now in paradzfe. and our holy propbet
_ with him. -

~ Paris, 21t of the gth Moon, of the Year 1666.

XIII.—70 MURAT, Baj}z

Tms has been a confiderable 7w of a&:ono ud events.
At the beginning of it I fent to the Porte an account of
the death of the Queen-mother of Fraunce, and of the
Prince of Conti 5 now I will farther inform thee of a war
that is:broke-out between this cyown and that of Eng-
land. The occafion of it was this : The Englith and the
Hollanders trafficing in America, had had fome mifunder~

flandings and feuds about the limits of their feveral cons

quefts in thofe remote parts.of the world ; the Hollands
ers beipg the firongeft, did many injuries to theie neighs

bouys the -Englifh, and domineered over them as theip .

lords ; the Englith refenting this very heinenfly, and

grown weary of their oppreffions, fent complainta to ther
king:; he, to redrefs his fubjeCts, ordefed his refident-ar
the Hague to démand fatisfaction of the States ; they re-
fufed to do:him that juftice ; upen which he was refolv.

ed to have recourfe to his drms, and accordingly pres.

claimeéd war agaioft Holland, making-all neceffury prepas -
‘rations to earry it on. The fame did his adverfaioss -

The French king, in the mean time, was obliged by-z

. treaty with the. Hollanders, concluded in-the year 1662 .
to efpoufe their:quarrals ; yety -that he miplit not.break -

with England rafidy,.he fink -fent- an .ambaflador té shat .

court to mediate a peate ; but that proving incfieGuak..

he proglagmed: war: agaigéinithat. Matmeyand nesswasdel
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nehe . Baglith ambafidor to ‘depaswrhis kingdom: +Fhe
Dulte of Beaufort, who s admiral at fea, was ordered to
equip a gallant ficet, and join the Dutch mavy, which he
performed with.all imaginable diligenee ‘and expedition.
Thete have beon two -combats between thofe encmies-at
fea, and in botl the Dutch had the worft of it ; neither
did the Freach efcape without fome lofs, having two of
their greateft fhips feverely {hattcred, and a thu'd taken
by the Englifh.

The plague ftill rages in Enghud, andt hlc dmoit de-
populated whole provineces ; whillt a: milder - death has
yobbed ¥rance of one of her greateft heroes - Tha Count
*d?Harcourt, of whom I have often made mention, is gone
to celebrate the trinmphs due to his valowr and fortane
#n another world. .

" The Emperor of Germany has at laft married tln In-
fanta.of Bpain, after abundance of demurs and hefitations
sbout that::bufisefs. Thefe Nazarenes can do nothing
with expedition. The fpiritual courts, as they call them,
Rave mere tricks and cramp words to amufe peeple with,
than an"Indian mountebank’ or juggler. -Neither are fo-
'temg'n pritices more exempt from their juri{diction than
" ¢he meaneft of their fubje@s :. Efpecially, the court of
Rome can make or annul marriages at pleafure; and they

- sxe fure to be excommunicated who refufe to fubmit to

therr orders. This holy court ean alfo bind er releafe

~fime, apen or fhut the:gates of -paradife, make a devdl a

- faimt, -or.a aint a devil ; -in a word,’ they can do every
shing i€ -there be gold .in the cafe ; but if that be ‘went-
ing, they can da ndtiing but (hvag theis fhonlders.

- +. Thow mayet alfo inform -the:divan,’ that the French

- kinp s given permiffion to fome-of his fubjédts to un-
Aestakd a conquett, in America, 'and eftablifh a eommerce
# that part of the world. Many veflels. are oguipped in
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order to.this cxpeditisn, and they that are covoersed in
the voyage are as merry as Jalon amd his Argonauts,
when they were preparing to fetch the golden fieece from
Colchos. That weftern coatinent affords immenfe riches,
and tempts all the nations in Europe to make an experk-
ment of their fortune in gaining one part of it or other.
It were to be withed it lay nearer to the Ottoman em-
pire. No record can difcover the origin of the inhabi-
tants ; yet moft authors conjeQure that they paffed over
from the north-eaft parts of Afia, where the Straits of
-Anian are very narrow, and would invite fea-faring men
to feeck new adventures. Befides, by their being canni-
bals, it appears very probable, that either they defcended
from the Tartars, or the Tartars from them. God alone
knows how to adjuft the differences, and reveal the fe-
crets of hiftory.
Brave bafla, it is no matter from what ftock we .are
defcendeid, fo-long as we have virtue, for that alone'is the
_only true nobility. God regale thee with his favours..,
"+ Paris, 36th of the gth Moon, of the Yeir 1666. £
. . . L
'XIV.—T0 Pestivr Havi, bis Brother, Mafler of ) The
Cuftorns, and Supermtmdanl of the Arfenal dl Coigﬂdh‘h—

uoﬂe.

,Wnu Lhelrr of'»d!y,ptofperity, my heart -is dilaﬁd,
like his who has fomd hidden” wenlth 5 . yet -1 am forry
for the difgrace of the: goud old .man ‘thy predecefor :
But we mufl nat cenfus theicondud of our fuperions ;

the juftiee of theix aftions is.not to. be .called id. que-
fiov; the fultan cannot' err.. This is an. eftablifhnd

maxim in all mosarchies, efpechllymih»ofthen-
mowned Qfmans, * - 4 v s

\ LR T
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. Au for.what:relates to thee in this new advance thou
hﬂ made, thy owa experience, acquired by many years
tsavel and obfervation in foreign countries, added to the
knowledge thou haft in the laws, difcipline, and cuftomg
of thy own, will be a fufficient guide te condu& thee in
the management of thy bufinefs: Yet defpife not the

" counfel of others. A man.is never nearer to ruin than
- when he trufts too much to his own wifdom'; therefore

the greateft emperors undertake nothing of moment rafh-
ly, or without advice. Temerity often blafts the faireft
defigns.

. It.will be of particular import to thee to hcar of a tras
gncal event that has lately happened to Rezan, a great
city in Ruffia, by the blowing up of the magazme. This
gun-powder doea more mifchief than good in the world,
The ancients fought as fuceefsfully with bows and ar
gaws, {woxds and fpears, and other inftruments of war,
without running the hazard of blowing up. whole gities
into the air.in time of peace ; and they could underming
the ﬁrongeﬂ; caftles, even thofe fituated on rocks, with-
out the help of this infernal duft. Nature taught them
to be induftrious in defeating their enemies, and they
fpared no Labour ta gain the vitory. Our forefathers

_were hardy and ﬁrong, pauent of toils and fatigues ;.

they cut their ways into mountains of ftone,. if any place
of ftrength were built on it which they had. occafion to

-befiege ; ‘and as they hewed away that part of the roek

which fupported the walls, they underpropped the foun-
dation with wooden pillars, and when they had finithed
their mine,.they fet fire to certain combuftible matter,’
swhich, confuming thefe fupports, the walls and gates that
refled on’them funk down, and left the fortrefs naked
apd open to the befiegers. :

_ It _had been well for the inhabitants of Rezan .if their.

N



Book 1V. CATSPY AT PARIS. ! 233

&ty had'been only thus gently difmantled by fome éne-
my againft whom they might have ‘afterwards employed
their connge, to defend themfelves, or ‘make compofi-
tion ; but, poor unfortunate people, they have felt a.
ruder fhock, an unmerciful blow of fate, in their city be- -
ing in a minute’s time, without the leaft warning, ftorm’
ed, plundered, and laid in heaps, by an ememy which
gives no quarter. .

This accident happened on the 15th of the laft moon,
about the hour of Ulanamifi.- ‘There were five hundred
barrels of powder in the magazine ; and the force of the
blow was fo violent, that, befides the deftru®ion of that
tity, or at leaft the beft part of it, all the nerghbonrmg
villages round about it felt its fatal effects, fome of ‘their
houfes fhaking as in an earthquake, others ﬁllmg to
picces. " .

Affurcily Heaven is angry with thefe ibfidels, aud
turns the very inftruments of their defence and fafety in-
to fcourges for their chaftiferient. I formerly fent Sa
leh the fuperintendant an account of the like misfortuné
that befel the city of Gravelines in Flanders, and of other
terrible effe@ts of the wrath of Heaven in the Low Coun-
trics. One difafter follows clofe on the back of another}
yet the infidels are infenfible and ftupid, as they were in
the days of Noah, when the flood came and furprifed-all
the inhabitants of the country. That praphet gave them
warning of the approaching danger ; he was three whole
years in cutting down Indian plane-tiees, and preparing

¢ planks, beams, pins, and other neceflarics, and feven
years more in bmldmg that wonderful thip : The infideh
went by daily, and faw him at work ; but they derided
the patient apoftle, and taught their children to mock
him, faying, ¢ Where is the water this fhip is to fall
in?’  After the ark was finifhed, it lay on the gronnd
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{owon aroons, tmﬁeyhaﬂthmladﬁcﬂifomeofNod;G
followers:te their idolss -~ -

It wps perfefted in the moon of letb, and in the
moon of Saphar. was the deerce of the chaftifement figne
ed, which was to be axecuted on all of mortal race, fave
Noah, aed the.fourfcese that were with hims, with the
two paies of every fpocics, whish the.:four winds, by
God’s- appointment, colle@ted together and .drove into
the-awk, and the body of Adam, which was enfhrined
sad brought to Noah by angels out of the region of

- Mecea. There was alfo Philemon, the good prielt of

~

Egypt, with his whole family.

. Juft as the determined day and hour of the flood was.

eome, the pringe of the country, fimulaced by his- ewl
deftiny, mounved his horfe, with fome of his retinue, aod
having facrificed to their idols, rode toward the place
where Nosk snd.his compusy were fhut up in the ark,
with-a defigw to burn.it to afhes. Fe called omt aloud
%o the praphet: with {coffs, faging, “ O Noah, where i
she water in whieh this {hip is to fail " ¢ It will be with
you incontinently (replied the holy man), before you ean
semave yaur flation.”” ¢ Come down, thou detard (faid
the prond.infidd ), otherwile I will burn thee and thy
cumpaaions with fire.”” ¢ O mifesable man ! (faid Noah)
turty to God, for his judgments are ready to burft forth

on you.”

The prince mcenfed at th:s, commanded his flaves to
put fire to the ark : But while he was yet fpeaking, he

) sanifeftly faw the water guthing out ow alt hands round
_ about him, and under his feet. Then his heart was treu.

bléd, and full of ‘anguifh and fear ; hé hafted to fecare
himfelf, with his family ard goods, .in the caftles which
ke had built on' the higheft mountains ; but; alas!.the
tarth opened, and broke like a {pider’s web, ;fc. violent
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was the force’ of the waters whieh bailed up every.where,
The clouds poured down vaft catarals of rain, mixe
with dreadful and unfuppertable thunder and lightaing ¢
ghe mifetable infidels thronged upon ome another, cutt
ing and blafpheming their gods, who had deluded them ;
great- was the conifulion and cry every where, for futh a
calamity had never been known fince the moon gave deer
Eght. .If any were fo mimble a8 to reach the doot of &
mountain, yet he could not afcend by resfen of frond
which fell on his head, and torrents of boiling water that
ran down upon him, asif it had come out of a cauldron s
_ and fuppofe he had reacked the top, it had been but a
-fhort delay of his fate, for, in a word, the waters.fwell-
od forty ¢ubits above the: higheft mountains, and all the
living' generations perithed. - : -
< Son of my mother, when thou readeft this memeis;
{for it is a fragment of an ancient .Arabie writing) think
on the day of judgment, which fhall furprife the weeld
ven a8 the deluge did.. At that hour the greatet pat
of men will not dream of any fuchs thing, ¢ill they foe
* Mamves ‘and rivers of fire burfling forth from the {primgy
~ and fountains, which before yiclded water, snd fhowers
of fire defeending: from heaven, infiead of wain ; for thie
clemests will change their courfes to accomplifs: the de
crees of him who made them, and' to-confuramate the res
venge of the Omnipoteut agaft uabelievers. £

Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, of the Year 1666.

XV.—75 Ussen, -B.q[iz..

Surery the gods of the Enphith are angty with that
people, ‘and the guardias fpirits of the ifle have forfook
their charge. I fenat a difpatch ‘at-the beginning of . this

C .

-
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year to Murat, baffa, wherein'I informed him of a de-
fira&ive plague raging at London and' in other parts of
the nation. That peftilence continues ftill, but under
different forms, to affault the living, and augment the
number of the dead. -

" God only knows the origin of thefe epxdemxcal conta-
‘gions, whether they derive their pedigree from heaven or
hell, from the earth, or any other element. Perhaps
fome latent porfons in the air mix with the breath of
mortals, and by their fubtle energy foon diffipate the vi-
tal flame of human bodies, like the infe&tious blafts of
thé¢ wind El-Sdmiel in Arabia, which in 2 moment’s time
eommits a rape upon the lives of travellers, fcorching
their fpirits up, and leaving on the fands a black fiff car-
cafe of jellied flefh, as though’they had been thunder:
firack : Or pethaps fome venormous exhalations from the
minerdls below tranfpire through ‘chinks and crannies ia
the earth; to plander mortals of their breath, like to the
. fatal vapours in the cave of death, not far fronr Virgil’s
groteo in Italy : Or who can tell but that fome hidden
meteors above, or fome malignant ftars, may fend dows
whole battalions of empoifoned atoms to invade this re-
gion of ‘mortality, and in death’s iame, king of the
world invifible, to claim and carry away a certain num-
ber of ghofts pricked down by deftiny, a-tributé fet by’
fate? However it be, that whole ifland may well be
called at this time the grand infirmary of Europe, where
banefal ficknefs makes its public refidence. The timo-
rous glafres run from lace to place, thinking to efcape’
from Heaven’s all-fearching purfuivants ; they flee from
populous towns to villages, and from thefe again to un-
. fréquented defarts, woods, and heaths, carrying their
wives-and children with them, and all the fubftance of
their houfes ; thf roads are covered with the caravans of
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doubtful paflengers, who dread to think, of gping, back
to the contagious feats they left behind, yet knoyw, nop
where to be received anew ; fo general is the confternaq
tion, fo fireag the fear of thofe who yet furvive; left they,
fhould alfo catch the infe@ion and die. , )

Befides this, they have felt the ftrokes of another, fpr-
prifing calamity, London, the capital city of ,England,
being newly confumed by fire. It is not certain whether
defign or chance firft kindled the devouring element; but,
it fell out at an unlucky feafon, when the wind was high,
and from its eaflern quarter blew the flameg full wef,,
which fpreading north and fouth, demolifhed all before
them, laying the greateft part of that rich and famous cie.
ty in afhgs. ‘

Some afcribe this to a plot of the French ; others term.
it a judgment of God for their rebellion, pride, and othes,
crying fins; whillt, with equal probability, a third fort,
affirm it was contrived and pat in execution by a cabal
of carpenters and mafons, who wanting employment, and,
proje&ing the method of enriching themfelves, difdain~
mg alfo the inartificial and obfolete form of buildings, re-.
folved to put this city into a new figure, and raife it ac-
cording to the models of foreign architeure. Every one
guefles as his affe&tions incline him, or his conjetures fol-
low the bias of his intereft. Men are always partial to
themfclves and the caufe they have efpoufed. God only
knows the truth.

The fuperftitious among the Roman catholics take oc-
caﬁon, from the timing of this horrible conflagration, to,
infult over the Enghﬁx proteftants, who, from fomg ob..
fcure paffages in the book of their gofpel, ufed to foretel,
in a prophetic manner, that the final ruin and cataftrophe
of Rome would bappen in this year 1666, whereas, by
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fatal expericnce, more -fure- than vais pfediStions, they
find the metropolis-of-their-own-nation reduced to-athes..

Whoever are the inflruments in thefé tragedics, it is
certam- the defigns of fate are flill performed.. Every
kingdom, ftate, and community, has its eritical periods
and clima&ers, wherein it {uffers detriment *.omete e

Paris, 2d of the r1th Moon, of the Year 1666.
XV1.—%0 Cara Hawi, Phyfician to tbe Grand' Ay gmor.

I am melancholy. beyond -the dcfenpunn of pamteu,
poets, or the lively eloquence of Cicero. Methipkas I am
fome exotic being, a perfe@t foreigner.on carth, a ftran-
ger to its Jaws and maxims. I appear to other martals
like a giafre, -or Frank, in his weflern drefo at Monoece,
Babylon, or Coaftantinople ; I mean nat for my, outvm:d
habit (for in that 1 am conformable enough to the mode
of the religion where I refide), but I am all unfathiogable
withig, vidiculous ia my fentiments and converfatiop.
When others laugh, I figh, and find a reafon to be fad ia
the midft of merry company. Even wine itfclf, that ex-
hilarates all the world, befide, does but increafe my me-
lancholy, by adding ftrength unto my labouring thoughta.
It fublimates my fpirits up to facred phrenzies; I am all
lunatic at fuch a time ; each glafs creates new dreame,
moré wild than the. ftrange flights and raptures of a San-
tone. My hoated fpleen, like Mount Gibel, helches forth
berridl clouds of .fmaoke and vapours, which lay long
fmethering: in. its .Epongy. caverns ; thefe quickly fpread,

* This blank the Italian preface méntzt;ns, and fays it is owing
to the lofs of fome part of the Atabic letter, fuppofed to'be torn off
by chanece, or en fome other accafion.” -
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and: cover all. the horizon of ‘wy foul; vondering it dark
and gloonsy ay' the Cimmerian folitudes, or the meve:dife
wmal valleys bordering on the river Styx, where furly Cha-
ron waits to ferry over the caravans of trembimg ghoﬁo.
and land tiem in Elyfium. - ¢ -

-Oh-t--that thofe fables of.the anexentpoet&m but
true ! or that I knew -but fomething certain of our fu-
ture ftate ! whether the foul furvives or.no, when death
has ftopped the circulation of cur blood ; and what be-
comes of that immortal fubRance after its parting from
the body; whether it pafs by tranfmigration into the
embryo of fome.other animal, as Pythagoras taught, or
de united, Twallowed up, and loft, in the univerfal foul of
the world, as Plato did believe ;. or, if fome ether mag.
net does attta@ its prefence, and hidden fympathies of
nature teach it to form itfelf a vehicle or body of the
elements. Perltaps fome fouls unite with air, whilft others
mix with water, earth; or purer fkies. This for its hor-
¥#d find in'mortal ftate, may be, by the eternal Nemefis,
funk down into the fatal caverns of Mount Etna, Strom-
bolo, or Vefuvins, there to incorporate with burning
tivers and lakes of fulphur and other minerals, to hear
perpetually the frightful cracking, rumbling, and loud
thunders of thofe infernal vaults, to be without intermife
fion annoyed with the eternal ftench of melted mines,
whofe poignant vapours equally kill it and revive it every
moment, that it may be confired to an endlefs circle of
" miferies; to feel the excruciating torments which ne
tongue' can utter; whillt the-inceffant, rapid niotion of
thofe exalted, and moft violent fires with which. it is em-
bodied by decree of fate, robit of ‘the very pofibility of
the leaft eafy thought or quiet minate, and: at the fame
time rack it with infinite tortures. '

Think not, my dear phyficiany that it is impoffible a



240 ' LETTARS WRITYEN BY Vol. VI,

feparate fpirit can thus be fenfible of pains: There is ne
fuch thing as a feparate fpirit, fave God, who made all
bodics, and therefore was before them. The angels
themfelves are partly corporeal ; fo are the devils. De
not belicve then, that mortal man, who is in a3 middle
Rate between thefe two, fhall, by dying, gain a privilege
. above the mott illuftrious fpirits, in heaven. As foon as
death has diflodged us from one body, nature, providence,
or fate, provides us another, according to our qualities,
inclinations, and merits. We may as well by metempfy-
chofis become the fpirit or foul of a flaming fulphur mine,
or at leaft of fome part of it, as of an horfe, an eagle, or
a dove ; for fuch, for aught we know, may be-the difpo- -
fitions of divine wifdom, juftice, and omnipotence.

By the very fame reafon another foul may be tranfport-
ed to the open happy fkies, where it may cither range in

“boundlefs, free, aud férene tracks -of blifs, or be enfras.

_ chifed in the corporations of the fars, to dwell in palaces of
azure, topazes, and diamonds, to poflefs. provinces more
rich than in Peru or Guinea, where the ruftics plough up
gold more beautiful and pleafant than the famous fields
of Theflaly. God knows what will become of us after
our diffolution ; but the ignorance of this one truth oc-
cafions all my melancholy.

Death is not formidable of itfelf, nor all the dolorous
circumftances that precede it ; it is only what comes af-
ter raifcs all my terror.  Were I to melt away in linger-
ing agues and confumptions, or to be fooner pofted off in

- high-wrought fevers, pleurifies, or peftilence 5 or-if it
were my fate to die by piftol, fword, or poifon, or any
‘other -kind of flow or fudden death, allotted me from
chance or nature, providence or fate ;  fhould -heaven
confume me in a trice by lightning, or this globe, with e-
qual fwiftoefs, bury me in fome furprifing earthquake, it
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waould be all one to Mahmut, were it not for the -aften
claps, te which I am a firanger. I tremble at the hid-
den and unfearchable force of nature ; I dread the irre.
verfible, unknown decrees of fate, the fectet methods of
eternal deftiny, the laws and order of the other world,
in Hilleting the troops of humaa fouls that go to winter
thore after this life’s campaign is finithed. :

Once in a cold and frofty evening, as I was tmullmg
over a bleak, wide plain, and felt the penetrating biafts
wf northecaft- winds, with chilling flect, which fell upon
me from the clouds, my fpirits alfo tired with tedious
journeys, and my snxious thoughts being wholly taken
up about a refting-place’ that night, and how to awoid

- the affault- of robbers, with a thoufand other perils
threatening a ftranger on the road ; at length I chanced
to think of the untried and remote voyage I muft one
day make to apother world : It chilled my blood to ima«
gine the difconfolate, nakted circamftances of a feparate
foul, which, for aught 1 knew, might be bewildered,
loft, and forced to wander up and down, through uns
traced waftes of mifty, frozen- air, where the inhofpita-
ble clement affords no guides, no caravanferas to com-
fortlefs, poor, firaggling ghofts, unlefs they would ac-
cept a lodging ia fome cloud, the ciftern and chariot of
rain, hail, or fnow, there to incorporate with the un.
welcome meteors, and ‘be whirled round the globe, or

~ elfe precipitated down to earth again i fhowers, from
thence pethaps to be exhaled by the fun, and mixed with
embryos of lightning, fiery dragons, ignes fatui, or o-
ther hodies hourly flaming in the welkin, and thus:to
circnlate i endlefs tranfmigrations. Who knows the
circumftances of departed fouls, or laws of a feparate

- Bated Let him declare what infage we fhall find in that

invifible and dark .recefs fram lifc; hic fhall be then o
V. V1. L
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ficemed more than' Apdllo by the penfive Mahmut.

Not the old Delphic oracle could receive greater reve-

renée from the inquifitive ‘world, nor Meécei now from

devout muffulman pilgrims, or ‘Medina ‘Talmabi, - where

the prophet refts in peace, than foch an one fhoald have

from-me, who could with unfeigned truth difcover how

we fha]l be difpofed .of when .we die. But I am' cloyed

and nanfeated with the dnll roinances of the priefts and
‘dcrvifes.

My friend; tet thou and'T leam. to improve the joys of
'prcfeut kife, ‘and “not by damned miltakes deprive eur-
felves of double happirefs ; -but let us.fo tomport " dur-
Felves, that our tranfmigration "may- be ‘but . from the
pleafares of carth. o thofe of hearen, from ohe paradife
to another. R v .

' Parxs, 6th of '.hc Iﬁ Moon, of thc Year 1667
. XVII —To Kgnx}:n HASSAN, Bz_w[iz.

Tun bleﬁidgs of God'and' hu prophet cheer thy hart,
as thou haft exhilarated mine by thy laft letter, wherein

. thou encourageft me with the hopes of being " removed
_“from this difagreeable poft, to one mere dehgbtful and
happy, even to a fweet country retirement, either inA-
rabia, o» any other part of the Grand Signior’s domi-
nioits, which 1s the very mark of all my withes. -

I have a natural averfien for great and. poptilons cities,
They feem to be fo many magnificent fepulchres of
the living, where men aré fhut up, "imprifoned, and
biried from -all commerce with the elements; or théy
are. like hofpitals and peft-houles, where .people crowd,
infe@, and ftink one another to death with a ‘thoufand
pollutions: They hive together like bees, dnd build ther -

DR
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apavtingnts in  darknels ; . like pefls, of pilmires, they
tsudge up.and down all the fummer of their yquth to
heap up treafures) that they may fpend the winter of
their-old, age in loathfome cafe and benumbed flupidity,
pot daring to venture out of the purlieu of their nafty,
{maky habitatjons, and yet they are, ready to be fifled
with their own breath.. b e
It i with pleafure I conw!\phte the fac: of the mfant
garth, before it was deformed.by the unneceflary atts of
the carpenter, {mjth, and;mafon; when men had dp o-
ther houfes fave! what they made themfelves,..every. one
for his.family, of the hranches.and. houghs of, trees, in-
Asswovep with ofiers; . reeds, angd, ivy, apd covered thick
~wijth leaves and. grafs; .to fthelter. them " from . wind, bail,
_raw, and other injuries of weather; or, perhaps, ‘fome
had found put a den, or a «cave in the earth, or the hel= -
low of a yock, for a fau&nary‘ in fuch cafes, where they
repofed in.petfe& tranquillity, -withqut fean. of faares or
wvioleace, without apprehenfion-of robbers, or any tragi.
cal furprife 5 they went out and in, fleeped and waked,
laboured and refted, in fafety and gpict ; avarice, envy,
-angd injuftice had not.as, pet carrupted the minds of mor-
tals ; the earth brought forth corn, herbage, and fruifg,
-withput, the hufbandman’s or gardener’s labowyr; all places
abounded with pleaty of inpogegt)refrethments, and
.thofe primitive inhabitants coveted no more; the cattle
and bees afforded.them milk aad honcy,.and the foun
tain waters were gensrous,as wine. This globe was a
.complete. paradife, -and no miftaken zeal bad taught men
.xeligiaufly to invade one another’s rights, and in,a pious
.fory to murder their. neighbours, in hopes of meriting
heaven hercafter ; there was no fuch thing, as bigqtry ar
{uperflition to be found among any of human race;.the -
law of pature was in univeifal force ; every man purlued
L2
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the diates of realos, vmhouthcatheamg aftexfdxgmn
faphifey, and facred fables.

-+ Bat-when anee the lucre of gold hadcmmptedm:
sanecys, and they, not comtented' with the riches and
fwrcets whioh they daily oropped frem the furface of the
sarth; bad found & way to defoend inta her-boweds, ftung
with an infatiable defire of hidden treafures ; then begen
injuftice, oppreflion, and cruelty -to tahe place: Men
mgde inclofuses to themfelwes, and encompaffed a certain
portion of land with hadges, ditehes, and pales, to fence
them from.the invafiens of others; forthe guilt of their
‘own vicioms inchinations fillod them with fears, and made
dhem jealous. of anc another. They built themfeives
&ronghoids, fortrelfes, caftles, and cities3 and their ter
* yvors ingneafing with their criminal peffeffions, they per.
*fyaded themiclves, that the very clements would prove their

tnemies, if mot pacified by bribes and - prefents. FHence .

forung the firk invemtion of altars and facrifices ; and
foom thefc vain panic fears of mortals, the gods derived
their pedigree 3 for one buikk a temple to the fun, ase-
ther to the moon,. a third te- Jupiter, Mars, or the- ret
of the planets 3 -fome adored the fire, others the water
or wind ! every one fot up to himfelf fuch-a god: 23 he
fancied would be propitious to him. - Thus evror being
¢qually propagated with: buman nature, they créeated an
infinite vabble of imaginary deities, paying to thofe idels
the fupreme and incommumicable honours due enly to the

*Eterhal Effence, Father and Soutce-of all- things. -

v PBefides, they lived in intolcrable pride and luxury, in
- conftant wars and firife, in darknefs, ignorance, and con-
" fafion. I fpeak of fuch as dwelt in cities, and were in-

corparated: together by one comimon intereft ; for fill
"there remained fome who obeyed the “eriginal laws ef
nature, and the traditions of primitive humanity. -
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) ‘
« "Thiefe dweltin toms, ot tirer movaible haditativks, a8
our countrymen the Arabs do at ¢his day, ‘with the Turk
sars-their brethren. They frorned to falten themfelves
“to the-earth, by poffefling awy part of & in proprietyre
every ficld and woed, hill and valley, river- awd well,
were with thews in comunon; they R‘nggled wlmher H:cy
pienl'eé. ‘ : )
- {This is the life focmulued by me, or, inftead of ﬁm,
at leaft a retérement from cities, thmt'l mey dreathe ‘ouf
my $aft hours in » frewair, remote frem the Riffing comy
pany md contagion of wortals. Ileag to range at li
bervy through anfrequented paths of defart ground, eved
wvild, wapolifivett lredths, from thence infenfilly to- full
into fesre vencrable {slivnde, where the dry, moffy barks
of trees, in Gleint charaftors) preclaim she astiquity of
thre place, aed gentle-whifhere of the winde inftrudt the
* metheds ef Platonic Jove, infpire fimage paffions whiek
we never felt before, .and teach us. to converfe with fa-
tyrs, nymphs, and other harmlefs tenants of the,fhadet.
How preat is the pleafure to be thus. furprifed with feme
harmonious, warbling ftream, or Gleat, foft; deep, cryftal
tiver ! to fpeak incognitd with dryade, hamadryads, and
she fporting echoes’; to'lie diffolved indoofe, yet insocent
.enjoyments, on the banks,. to-talk wath nature, with im:
.mortal fubftances; and with etetnity isfelf | Ok God!
-ie not this ravifhing ?
It is difficelt to fay whether it waquld be plnfant ot
painful 2o retutn from thefe incfable parades of the foul;
-to eur demeftic felicities, -though even in a rural life;
~ehich I acknewledge to be the happieft on earth; yet
there to trace the herds-and flocks, to walk amidlt the
bigh grown corn and grafs, to pluck the bearded ears
of barley, to let our eyes roll over the various ﬁgurcs of
the wind-blown wheat and millet, our.nofes to fuck the

L3
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fragrant airs of magjorum, -thyme, oranges, apd Jemons,
with innumergble {pices, our cars to hear;.the. inimitable
melody of birds, and every fenfe to be tranfportedy
fnatched away, ang loft in facred ecftafies, mpft needs be.
ranked among the higheft kinds of earthly pleafures.

. But to defcend from thefe enjoyments te the meanch-
and moft common diverfions of a couatry life, methinks
there is fomething peculiatly cliarming in the -very -cl-
linge fituation of the houfes, whether it be on- the brow

of an hill or the bottom of a valley, in the midft of 3

wpod or the opening of an heath, o the fide of a xoud.
erin fome qbfgure corner of the country ; it is agige~
able, when waking in the morning, to heuy the bleaging:
of ﬂxeep, lowing _of oxea, ,fcreaming, - quacking, and
crowing. ‘of geefe, ducks,- wocks, snd other homebred,
suimals ; to hear the lsuder- winds threateming.to teas
up trees by the roots, demolith houfes, and- remowve_shg
- globe itfelf, if poffible, from off its bafis. This would
be better mufic to me, for a change, than a concert of
dulcimers, theorbos, -timbeels; .and . .viols:. .Human me=
ture delights in variety, and there is a certain audacioys
curiofity in the foul, which loves to venture on €x-
tremacs.. The rain, the dirt, the ftink of hogs, camels,
dromedaries, and other neceflary: tyral healts, weuld

pleafe me better than the conflant. tedious. ¢afe and fulk-

fome {weets of court or-city; I fweat whilld thys fhut
up within thefe wallss it cloys me .to be-dajly walking
‘i a circle; to trample away over the fame ground, ia a
vaft labyrinth of houfes, where my fenfes meet no pew
refrefhing obje@s, but my ears are hourly naufeated, vex-
"ed, and tired with the rattling din of coaches; carts, ar-
tificers, and the harfh voices of fuch.as fell fleth, filk,
‘and, other things about the ftreets ;. my, eyes.can. find no
grateful profpets, but dafhed with fagly. rugged looks

-
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of ‘proud -dnd- wealthy irfidels, or: withil the: 'ﬁy fatiric
4miles of welkiaped people, who conte.mn me for my
- bandy legs and'crooked back. - R

Tn"a word,' my dear baffa, 1 long to feel the’ genth
breezes of the Eaft parifying my foul, and - cleaifing it
from fo many pollutions; I languith for the fight " of
trbans and- crefcents, for the devout call of  the muezins
on:thelofty: mimarets ; I die-in contemplation of the fa-
eved fafts and feafts, the rioGurnal joys ‘of Ramezan, the
vovéls 'and cheerful ilusinstions of Beiram, and the im-
perial dunalmas. When I think of thefé things, my
foul burfls forth in fervent mvocatfons, and ‘every faculty
cries, Alla, -Alla. )

- May that diVine-and immertal oné hear my pravers,
. and grant me ‘the’ happinefd to fe¢ the face of noble
Kerker Haffan'in ari horizon purc and free ‘from the ac"
fllement of infidelss -

Pharis, t4th of the 2d Moon, of ‘the Ycar 16'67.' o
XVIII.—‘To Isovr, bis Caq/' iny a ﬂ'ferc/mnt at Aﬂrqmn.

I SENT a. éxfpatch to thee in the year 1664, wherein,
among other ‘things, I recommended our coufin Soly-
man te thy friendfhip and patronage, if ever he fhould
travel to Aftracdn, as I advifed him ; for thou knoweft
he: has a roaming -gcm'm, without the wit to improve
hifelf im any foreign coumtry, unlefs he has-a friend td
guide and take care of him ; and then it will be a diffic
cult tatk to maké him fenfible where he is ; he.will al
ways think he is within the verge of the Gfand Signibr’s
hunt, where he may domineer ‘at large, urder ‘the no-
tion of & retainer to the fultan ; he isa firange humour-
ed fdlow ;- I know not what to make- of him ; he is as-
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-chiarigeable as Proteus or a cameleon ; fometimes religi-
oufly dull and phlegmatic, like a hadgi; at apother fear
fon, you fhall feel his pulfe beating: to.the. tune-of youth-
ful pride, ambition, luft, and other vices; to-day he
would be a dervife, {antone, or any thing -that bears the
‘form of helinefs ; hut when ke has flept upen it, the
vain young convert would return again te the world, nad
be a foldien, courtier, profeflor of the law, or any thing
that maltes a figure in the cyes of .men; fo unwelcome
ara the rigid paths of virtue to a foul not well eftablifhed
in its principles. -

And yet our coufin Solyman, a3 I am told, is-the
muffulman of the muffulmans as to his exterior. With
hand devoutly laid to brea, and humbleft couch of the
hetd, Be gives the Salem to hid frieads and neighbours ;

*foft as the figns of mutes in the feraglic ; humble, as
the Grecian chapman, walking through the ftreets, is
forced to imitate, when he is he@ared by the rampant
janizaries. -
_* But, Oh, my coufin Ifouf, it is grief to fay, that Se.
lyman, partaker of our blood, is bafe, ungrateful, and
perfidious ; that he fhould be thus unnatural, ftudying
the utmoft period of our life, inftead of honeft, Ju&, and
noble prefents to praleag it .

I had reafon, long ago, to compare him ta. Pontius
Pilate ; and if Fhad gane on, and fcummed off all the
moft enormous crimes of human race, it would be too
litule to exprefs his enmity againft Mabmut, the Kindeft
uncle and the trueft friend that ever poor Solyman could
boaft of. ’

But he is degencrate, and that is too little, without
the mournful fighs of thee and me. to increnfe the aggra-
~ation of his crime.

In fime, he'is our kinfman, and let- us fhow mercy

o
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he has been perfidious to me, and I would rctrencb the
words I have fpoken in his difgrace ; if he comes to A-
ftracan, do as thou pleafeft ; but have an eye ovgr thine
own affairs ; take not Solyman for an angel; he is fill
bat a turban-maker, a frolicfome blade, and a merchant

“that makes a very fmall figure.

-

Coufin Ifouf, forget not the maxims thou haft learned
in thy travels : Be true to thy friends and thyfelf ; ho-
nout the memory of thy deceafed parents; love all men
that are good ; and be ot remifs in praying for the foul
of thy deceafed uncle, whenever God fhall call for it.

Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, of the Year {667.

END OF VOLUMS SIXTH.
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